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TO THE 


VERTVOVS LADY 
BRIDGET LYDDELL, 


My much honoured Aunt : 
Grace and peace be multiplied 
\. » by ſeſus Chriſt. 


RE Adam: Tis Gods command to 
Abraham, &2z» him to «s,that 
62 we ſhoud walke before him, 
\ and be perfe&. Abſolute perfe- 
N d/0n God doth wot there mean, 
GERT * but intentionall: which @,when 
|we defore and endeavonr With Davidgto have all 
our wayes conformed toall Gods Statutes. Inten- 
tionallperfeFion is no other but ſincere walking, 
and what this is,this Tratt now humbly preſcn- 
ted 19 your Ladifhip,wilplainly make known un- 
to yow, A ſincere heart, is a heart after Gods 
owne heart; which of a4 lewcls which the Gen- 
try and Nobility weare, is the moſt reſplendent, 
| in the breaſt and boſome to be worn, The: 
A? _vichiſl.\ 
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| richeſt Jeweler, Chrift, proffers 8 pearies 
| great price, without mony,or tiony worth, 
| and the multitude - flight ii, as a low priſed 
| thing, not worth the ſeeking after ; but your! 

Lad ſhip hath otherwiſe learned Chriſt : Many 
things, Madam, may be convenient. but one s 
| neceſſary, 10 wit,a ſincere heart . The acquiring 
of this, uthe mworke of our whole Life : the ſet- 
ting ferth of ths, inits nature and luſtre, # 
the worke of Chrifts Minifters;the leaſt and un-| 
worthieft of all which, & your Nephew, which 
bath in thu, tratt, done ſomething 16 this of- 
feet; from which if your Ladiſhip ſhall m_ an 
increaſe of good, to that ſweet flocke you have, 
1 ſhall humbly bleſſe God. To whoſe bleſſing, 
commend your ſelfe and worthy Family, this 
worke, and the unworthy author, © 


Your much oblieged Nephew, 


Nicholas Lockyer, 
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Tothe Chriſtian Reader. 
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Sa—- miriſtianReader,twothings 

7 = N: [ ſhould bee the oritcipa 
matter of thy ſtudy ; 
| Chriſt, and thine owne 
| heart. The jatter, to:know 

_ thine owne miſery; the 
former, to know Gods rich mercy,and how 
thou mayſt be made partaker of it. So te 
ceitfull is rhe heart of man naturally, that 
hethinks himſelfe rich, and increaſed in goods,) 
nd knowes hot that he & poore, and blind, 
miſerable, wretched, and naked, Anduntill 
th deceit and unſoundneſle be diſcovered, 
men will never ſeeke out for Chriſt,which 
is that Gold tried inthe fire, which indeed 
makes poore man rich; and that white ray- 
ment, lohn ſpeakes of, which indeed makes 
naked raan comly, & covers al his deformi- 
ty,from the al-ſecing eye of him that is per- 


fe& purity. The true knowlege of thine own 
beart,this little Tra& will help thee to, by 


| the blefſing of Godz ifthou ſeriouſly peruſe 
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To the Reader. 


it, and humbly ſecke to him, who is the 
ſearcher anddiſcoverer of all hearts, to goe 
along with thee inthe reading of it. Which 
when once thou haſt gotten, thou wilt be 
capable of the ſaving krowledge of Chriſt, 
and reſtleſſe till rhou haſt obtained it. 
And this when acquired, will reſolve thy 
doubting, comfort thy mourning, and ſta- 
bliſh thy ſtaggering ſoule : "twill give thee 
peace and joy unſpeakable here, and bring 
thee to glory and joy incomprehenſible 
hereafter. Towhich, the Lord bring thee, 


and me. 


Nicholas Lockyer, 
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POTTER Tau 
A Table of the .chiefe Heads 
handled in this Tra. 


I. Propoſition. | 
| Boy's in Simplicity, and godly fincerity,we ought 
to have our converſation in this World, p.7 
The var ions acceptation of the word ſimplicity, 


P-7 
Sincerity diſtinguiſhed into Moral and T healogical. 


_ 
What moral ſincarity #4, p-9 
What godly ſincerity ts. p.9,10 


Why we onght in (implicity and godly fincerity to 

have our converſation in this world... p.22,23 
The application of this firſt DoQtrine.. _ 

We ſhould examine our ſelves by the deſeription of 

ſincerity, whether we walk as Paul did,to wity/in- 


cerely,in this hypocyuticall age. p.27,28 
What we ſhould doe if upoui examination we find owr 
ſelves hypocrites, p.36 


The cheating prop-rties of hypocriſie. p.:6,37 
Conhderations to move the heart, to be deepely and 
duly affefied with hypocriſie. p.38,39 &c 
Holy miftructions to ſuch, as upon examination 
finde thetnſelves to be as Pas! in this pretent 


world, to wit,lncere. 
I. To be humble. p40 
IT. To hold faſt onr integrity. P-41,42 
The ſeverall wayes which there are within ns and, 
Ul A = without 


F : 
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Fi The Table. 


without t«, ro corrupt #1 from that ſreplicity 
* which i in Chriſt. p.41-42:43.c 
Swee; encouragements to perſever-in,onr ſincere 
. converſation what ever miſeries we meet withall. 
1 P-43-44 
A H. Propoſition. 

That Conſcience can give teſt imsony concerning the 

ſmplicity or hypocys ſie of a mans conver ſation, 
P-44-45 
What Conſcience is, \ P:45.47. 
The grounds why God hath given this power 10 
Coyſcience, to give teſtimony concerning the [im- 
plicity or hypocriſie of a mans converſation.57.58 
| The application of this ſecond point. P62, 
Seermg C onſcience cangive te ff 1mony, Concerning 
the ſimplicity or hypocriſie of ony cowverſation, 
we ought all, to take heed how we order oxy con- 
Ver ſation. Satin * 
HMnltitudes live as if there were no Conſctence,Goa, 
nor Devell;the drerdfull condition of ſuch. 64.65 
Conſcience ſhould not be ſuſpended, p-65.66 
'Tis crying wickedneſfſe; and 'tis incurable wicked- 
meſſe to offer violence to Conſcience, p.66 
We ſhowld not ſleight ((onſcience in hu place. y.67 
God will acconnt the ſleighting of Conſc:ence,a cone 
 rempt of his primeCourt of juſtice here below and 
thoſe that ft chief there. p.68 
What ſecret ſoule-miſchiefe comes by fleighting 
Conſcience. p.69 
We ought diligently to harken to the voice of Con- 
 ſeience, and why. p.69.70 
'We ought to take Conſcience part qwith or agaraf 
our ſelves, | p.70.61 
ITL.Pro- 
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 4:4413% TIL. Prepoſitions: = 
That eor:ſcronſneſſt to omr (elver,of the ſimplecitie 

and fencerity of owr converſation,will yeeld ns joy 

in the midſt of troubles, P.72-73 
Trrables diſtinguiſhed mto natural and accidental. 


What naturall troubles arc ; and how ſweetued by 
Conſcience, T4 
What accrgentall troubles arezand how Conſcience 

makes a man rejoyce in the midſt of them. p.y6 
Joy diftingwifhed into ſeuſunall and fprrituall, bid, 
What ſenſnall joy ts: ibid 
What ſprritwall joy #c. p-7 7-78 
Why dsvine joy us called ſpiruuall- . p.77.78.79 
What joy 't:s that Conſcience canſeth im troubles to 
him that walketh fencerely. p.85 
The gronnds, wiy the teftimony of Conſcience con- 
cerning 4a mans fimplicity, muſt needs cauſe joy in 
the midff of troubles. p.$5.86 
The application of this third point. p.89 
Thi Dottrine unfolds ariddle to blinds world- 
lings, which wonder to*ſce a man goe rejozcing 
10 priſon, ibid. 
Thu doftr:ne likewiſe ſhewes,that the great deſigne 
of the wicked againſt the godly us fruſftrate ; | 
which #,to deprive them of al consfort if they cold. 
| .90.91 
Jf conſeionſneſſe to our ſelves of the Fey. of our 
converſation will leſſen ara ſweeten troubles, con» 
ſciouſneſſe of hypocrifie muſt needs imbitter all 
troubles, | .92.93. 
Han that is born to troubles as the bark, flie wp- 
wards,exhorted to get anwpright heart, ſo an ex- 


uſing 
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TT OO PUT ATIg YT TOAST 
bh The Table. 
| ſing Conſcience to comfort hins in all trenbles.p.g4 
What kinde of joy tis that conſcicence rarſes in the 
ſoul in times of trouble for righteonſne: ſake. p95, 
96 


What we ſhowld do,if walking fincerely,we do net for 
' all this, finde our Conſcience raifing ſweet joy 
within us, in all onr bitter troubles for righteonſ- 
weſſe ſake. 100,101 
What we oxght to dee, if we frindthe joy of onr fin- 
cere coxr ſe. . Þ+401, 103 
The ſweet joy which ariſeth to us from Conftience, 
reftifying or ſincerity ſhould cauſe us to keep on in 
- O#r ſincere way. P.104 | 
What ſorrow *tis,which Conſcience 41 a1 Accuſer for | 
hypoeriſie,canſeth in the [oule. P+105, 196 
IV. Propoſition. 
T hat there be fpeciall times and occaſions, for the 
: declaration of ſincerty,which ought to be obſerved, 
and anſwerably to declare and ſhew our ſelves. 
P.I1IF 
Perſonal occaſions, for the declaration of ſincerity, 
{1 
Perſon all occaſions from the world, for the declara- 


| 


t10n of ſincerity. p.118 

| Perſonal occaſions from the fleſh,for the declaration 
of ſancerity. P.119 
Perſonall occaſions, for the declaration of ſincerity 

| from the devill. p-130 
D om: ftical oecaſpoms,for the declaration of fincerity 
121 

S7ciall or ſymmachicall sccaſions,for the declaration 
of foncerity. p.112 
National occaſions ,for the declaration of (incerity. 
p.124 The 


The Table. 
The reaſons why Godin the conrſe of his providence 
' brings about ſpeciall eccaſons,for the declaration 


of (neerity. ; , p.127 
That the world and the devil may ſee that Gods 
people are indred ſincere. idid. 
IT. 
That God may hereby advance his own Glory. 
Il. P+129 
That God may admirably adde to the tortmre of the 
devill, and bs children. p.13C 
HIT. 
That the joy of the upright may be augmented in 
this life,and in the life to come. P+-I31 


The application of this fourth and laft point. p.132 
Men which rage wilfulueſſe, and ſuch as of 
weakye fe paſſe by ſpeciall occaſions, for the decla- 
ration of ſincerity, blamed. ibid. 
When men wilfully paſſe by ſpeciall occaſions, for the 
declaration of ſincerity» ibid. 
The cauſes why men wilfully paſſe by ſpeciall occaſi- 
#u:,for the declaration of ſincerity. p-133 
T herr fin is wery great, whioh wilfully ſhun ſpecial 
eccafrons for the declaration of ſincerity; and how 
this appeares. p.134 
Such a1 paſſe by ſpecial occaſions, for the declarati- 
on of ſencerity out of weakneſſe, are to be blamed, 
of which ſee fowy ſorts, p-136 
Some ignorant of what it right;others of the t1me 


when that which is right , ſhenuld be ſtood for. 


ibid. 
The dangers which enſae, by bring ignorant of 
tine or judgement. p-137 


Some 


| Some through carnal fearpaſſs by ſpecial octafiont | 


| 


IS) 


for the declaration of pacerity, * p.r38 
What ſuch fheuld do for the exre of this euill,p.139 
Some through carnall perſwaſon, paſſe by ſpecial 
oceafions for the declaration of fincerity,and how 
thu evillgnay be cured. 1b, 
Some out of carnall pity, paſſe by ſpeciall occaſions 
for the declarwiion of fincerityand how this evil 
may be cared. P-140 
Serving there be ſpecial times for the declaration of 
feneerity, we Grenld diligently obſerve thens;and 
how they may be knowne. P-141,143 

| Li we are to take notice of ſpecial times and ccaſ- 
ons for the declaration of ſincerity, ſo we are to 
take hold of them,and how we may dethu aright.' 


P+ 143 
Encitements to take hold of fpeciall times and oeca- 


from: for the declaration of ſincerity p.145 


Godcal: for ir. p.146 
Conſcience cals for it. p.147 
Chmych and State cal: for it. 1d. 


Soule and bedy will elſe feverely ſmart for it, i, 


eto oooh bt 
The firſt Sermon, 


2 COR. 1.12, 


For our rejoycing # this, the teft imany of owy Con- 
ſcience, that in ſimplicity and godly foncerity,not 
with fleſbly wiſdom but byuhe grace of God, wo 
have had our converſation in the world, and more 


abundantly toyouwargds. 


—#, O grace, how glorious ſoever in 
"LA || the eye of man, goes for good 
7. weight intheeye of God, with- 
ww | ont ſincerity: The greateſt man 
DU an! 12 the world, weighed inthe 
( Tee | Balanceofthe SanQuary, with- 

12 out- this, will be accounted too 


_— ——— 


that this Text plainly proffers te our conſideration. 
And as excellent 1n it ſelfe,as needfull to us,is fin- 
cerity.'Tis the precious extraRt of all graees;and to 
call this a grace is too little, 'Tis that which gives 
to every Srace its true luſtre in the eye of God;and 
to cal any thing agrace in man, without this,is too | 
muck. Tis the glory of all graces as the Sun is the 
glory of all the Stars : tis the vitall bleod of the 
 loule : which that it may run in the veines of 


light for Heaven.Tis a very needfull fabJeR then, 


you all, unto your <ternall hapinefle, _ 
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A Divine Diſcovery 


I choſen this text to inlifſt on : Foy owy rejoxcing 
i this, the teftimony of our conſcience, that in (im- 
plicity and godly ſincerity, not with fleſhly wiſdome, 
but by the grace of God, we have had our conver ſa- 
tion in the world, & c. | 
No condition is truly joyeus wirhout, and no 
condition is truly delorous with, ſincerity. If a 
man be never {o rich, never ſo kenourable, yet if 
not withall fincere, there 1s no true joy in ſuch 
2 man : he laughs, but 1n the midl(t of laughter, 
his -heart is of-times ſad, and his conſcience 
ſpoils his ſport. ®On the other hand; * if a 
man be neyer ſo peore, never ſo much oppre(- 
ſed, which is the deadlieſt, and the moſt oppe- 
ſite enemy to joy of all, yet if that man be fin- 
cere, his heart may be as full of joy, as it can hold, 
for all this ; as you may ſcc in theſe words read, 
For owr rejoycing is this the teſtimony of owr conſes- 
ence, that in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity, &c, 
Paxl and Timothy have been (incere ſervants of 
Jeſus Chriſt, for the good of his Church amongſt 
the Gentiles, and in this they had tranſcendent 
comfort in the midlt of all the .miſerie they met 
withall. | | 
'[is not miſery, bat finne, that robs the ſoule 
of joy. Let a man labour to live ſincerely, and 
| then let men and devils doe what they canor will, 
ſuch a man ſhall never be bereft of joy ; he ſhall 
have, joy in poverty, joy in diſgrace, he ſhall 
have joy in priſon, as much as 1n liberty, and 
much morezſo had Pal and 7 :methy,which made 
them thus bravely break out in the mudl(t of gniſe- 
ry, For oxr rejojcing is this;the teftimany of our Con- 
| _ 


— __ ————— 
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| Of Sincerity. 
| ſcience,that in fomplicity. & godly ſincerity not with 
fleſhly wiſdome, but by the grace of God we have 


had owr converſation in the world, and mere abun- 
dantly to you. wards. 


Theſe words are the Apoſtles divine narration | 


of their happy condition in miſery. And they 
containe two principall things, uſcfall for all men 
to be well acquainted withall:to wir,true joy,and 
the true ground ofthis defireable grace; which the 
Apeltle here makes, ſincerity, and that teſtimony 
which conſcience gives thercef to the Soule, For 
our rejoycing i this, what? why he teſtimony of owr 
Conſcience,that in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity,tha 
is, in integrity and eprightreſle, wot with fle(hl 
wiſadome, that 1,not-with humane policy and elo- 
quence,as men proudly dependingupon our owne 
parts, and ſubtilly ſceking our owne-ends, in;our 
preaching and living, bt by the Grace of God, 
«x .@ 50:74 Or7, but in the grace. of God, ſaiththe 
originall z that js, ic: the ftrength and aſſiſtance 
of. GeJ, which is a ſpeciall frwt of his grace and 
favour, we have had oxy converſation in the world; 
that is, we have carried our ſelves jn- life and 
dodrine amongſt all, avd more abundantly to you- 
wards; erorrriggs oi awic uu, Out eſpecially among ft 
70s, faith the Ortginall, 5 

Divine joy is {et forth unto us in this Text, ac- 
cording to its proper ſubjeR, and. according to its 
proper riſe. T he proper ſubje ef divine joy,is the 
righteaps man, as the Pſalmiſt frequently notes : 
And this 'man;is made the ſubject of Divine joy 
in my Text; For [oxy] rejoycing, &c. that is, we 
which are {incerc : hypocrites have nothing to do 


em. 


| 


| 


with 
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iſtdver 
with joy;itsanfuitable to' titeit ſpirits; decezefall; 
that which will flee, fromthem,and not ſtandby 
them as this-joy of the Apoftles did, when trials 
|| come, % 

| For ofly 1445601; boaſtinp is this, lo the word in 
'the 6tfginall ftriftly taken, fignities. Divine boa- 
ſting notes 'Viviae' joy'Hthe conſpicuous at 
thereof : Temotes Joy, 4s it hath ſtrongly {cized 
 ppon the heart'withia ; and it netes joy,asit hath 
ſtrongly ſeized 'upory the tungue, and face; and 
hands without : ſo that it 16 all 6nt as if the Apoe 
ſtle had'faid,The cauſe of mr ftrong and open rejoy- 

1 Ong #4 thes, ET TOP 
What? That-they hid made proviſion for the 
fleſh to fulfill the luſts of it? No, divine/joy hath 
| FRetfuch a Diabolicallriſe.z The proper riſe of di- 
'vine joy, is the teſtimony of a pure Conſcience, 
concerning the wprightnes.of a mans converfati- 
ohz and-this wasthe riſc of Pax/s and T:morhies 
joy, inafFlition. 'T heir conſcience bore witneſſe 
' | withthem, that in integrity and mprights: ſſe,not in 
flattery,polity, and ſubiilty, they had preached and 
lived among ft all men, as thoſe that depended nyon 
the ftrenth and ayd of Chriſt in every thing; and not 
npon avy abilities of their owne,though they were in- 
| dowed with greater humane gifts then any the falſe 
| Apoſtles had. Thus they carried them ſelves ina 
1 plain,downright faithfull way;where ever they came 
ro publiſþthe Goſpellof Chriſt but eſpecially among f# 
the Corintbians. To other Churches Paw uſed a 
taore inſiavating way of preaching ;'bat' to 'this 
Church ofthe Corinthiany, all plainnefſe & bome- 
| lineſſe; ſpating+no expreſſions, that might ally 
et 
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of Smeerity. > 


1waken their drowfie conſciences, as hereafter in 
due place (God willing) I ſhall ſhew- unto 
you. The Church of the Corinthians, of all the 
Churches which Paw! or other of the Apoſtles 


therefore Paxl did not content himfelfe with: 
hints and overtures ; and wrap up bitter Pils, in 
ſugred glib-go-down words ; but with all god- 
ly boldacfle and plainneſk, beyond | what he 


and upbraided them with their wickednefle ; 
whick is that he would have us apprehend, in 
this laſt clauſe of my Text. Bur ſpecrally among 
08s 

. Severall propoſitions are ts be noted in this 
verſe thus opened : as firſt this, Thar in Simplicity 
and godly ſincerity, we ought to have our conver- 
ſatron in this world. This truth is plainly inti- 
mated by the Apoſtle; for he rejoyced that he 


had {@ ordered his Converſation as Chriſt requi- 
red; not flattering and fanning, with fleſhly 


| wiſdome in his preaching, to footh men in their | 


finnes, and to bring about his owne ends, as falſe 
| apoſtles did ; but faithfully reproving every vice, 
paring no plaineneſſle of ſpeech, to ſuch as 
'otherwiſe would not be brought to {ce and be- 
| waile their ſinnes. Whether this way ot prea- 
ching were pleaſing or diſplealing to the 
world ; 2 whether it brought honour or diſgrace 
to himſelfe from the world, hee heeded not 


of God. 
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ler forth their wicked wayes, and throughly | 


- [had planted, was moſt looſe every way 3; aad} 


did to other Churches, hee reproved them for, |. 


whilſt he knew'twas fujtable walking to the Wil | 
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A ſecond propofition is this, T hat conſcience 
can give teft irony, concerning the ſemplicity,or hy» 
pocriſie of 4 mans converſation, This truth is alſo 
plainly intimated, in that the Apoltle makes the 
teſtimony of his cc n{cience concerning his Inte» 
grity, the ground of his joy. For our rejoycing © 
this, the teſtimony of our conſcience, that in ſins 


plicity. and godly ſincerity, not with fleſhly wiſdome, 
(which had been hypocriticall }b#t by the grace of 
Godgwe have had onr converſation imthe world,&c. 
| A third propoſition is this, T hat conſcionſueſſe 
| ro onr ſelves, of the ſimplicity and ſincerity of our 
| converſation , will yeeld wa joy mthe midſt of trou- 
' bles, This truth is alſo intimated by the Apoſtle, 
' for in the midft of all his trenbles and muſeries, 
| he rejozced in this, that his conſcience conld 
| beare witnefle with him, that in ſimplicity and 
' godly ſincerity, he had ordered his converſation in 
| this world. 

A fenrth and laft point obſervable is this, That 
there be fpeciall times and occaſions for the decla- 
ration of ſincerity, which ought to be obſerved, and 
anſwerably to declare and (hew our ſelves in our 
places. This truth 1s alſo plainly ſet forth unto us 
in the Text; for Pas! and 7 imorhby thus carried 
themſelves in their places toward the Church 
of Corimth which became very openly and 
| grofſely wicked, <wuorriex; IN ag) Sug, but ſpeci- 
ally amongſt you, They had declared finceritie 
and uprightnes in their miniſtery, amongſt other 
Churches by afaithfull reprovieg of them, as 
eccaſien required, but no Church ſo ſcandalouſly 
carried themſelves as this Charch, and therefore 


this 
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this Church needed, above all others, to be more 
throughly dealt withall ; whick the Apoſtles, as 


themſelves. 

- I degin with the firſt of theſe, to wit, That in 
ſomoplicity and godly ſincerity we ought to have our 
converſation in this world. Paxl could not jultly 
have joyed inthe ſimplicity and fincerity of his 
converſation, had not his conſcience told him , 
that-ſo to walke, was to walkeas Chrilt had com- 
manded him. Chriſts charge to his Apoltles 
(when he ſent them forth) was, that they thould 
bee exlgnns oc a? efuriew, ſimple as doves : that 


they ſhould teach men to 9bſerve all rhings what - 
| ſoever he commanded them:now Paxl: conſcience 
' and 7 i#mothies both bore witncle with them,that 
thas they had walked in their places,and this made 
them to rejoce in the midſt of all the hardſhip 
they underwent. As they had this charge 1n par- 
ticular, ſo they bad this charge in general, with all 
| the feed of Abraham, inthele words, Walk before 
me, and be thou perfett.: that is, ſincere, Gen, 17 


'I, So that they bad broken a double bond, had | 


they not ſimply and fincerely erdered their conver» 
| ation, 

Simplicity] is a terme which ſomtimes notes 
folly. How long ye ſimple ones, will ye love ſimpli- 
citie, and fools hate knowledge ? Prov 1.22. In 
my Text, this terme is oppoſed to double mind- 
edneſſe, and ſuch men have uſually more wit then 
they uſe well ; and ſignifies an unity and identity 
between the heart and tongue ; what the tongue 
om the heart really intends : and fo taken, 
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it ſounds the fame with ſincerity, and there* 
fore coupled together hete by the Apoſtle,as Sy" 
nouyma's, contermini, words of the ſame ſignitr 
cation, 

Sincerity is either Aſforal, or T heelogicall. Mo- 
rall fincerity , I call ſucha qualification of ſpi- 
rit, as Jeads a man to doe to others as he would 
be done to himſelfe. A reRitude of ſpirit in 
relation to men. Such a ſincere man ('tis pro- 
bable ( was Abimelech King of Gerar : He tooke 
eAbrabams wite unto him,ſhe being very beaut1- 
full, but this hee weuld not have done, had hee 
knowne her to have beene Abrahams wife ; for 
Lbrabam had told him, that ſhe was his ſiſter ; 
and therefore Gad bore witnefſe with Abime* 
tech concernirg his integrity. / the integrity of 
my heart, and innocency of my hands have I done 
this, faid Ab:melech; an1 God faid unto him, 
Tea 1 know that thow didſt this in the integrity of 
thy heart, Gen. 20.6, Such a ſincere man was 
that young man which came to our Saviour, and 
told him, that he had kept all the Communge- 
wents from his youth. He gave to every man his 
due, and lived orderly among bis neighbours , 
and therefore he judged himiclfe as good as nee- 
ded robe. 

Morall ſincerity, is cloſe hypecriſie. Morall 
ſincerity is like ſome counterfeit pearls, which | 
make 2 faire thew to looke upon, but deceive 
both buyer and beholder. Multitudes thinke that 
becauſe their ſpirits are ſo over-ruled by God, 
that they dono 1njury to man, that therefore they 


the 
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the ſincerity of God, as the originall here calls it- 


wards man outwardly, as he is towards God in- 
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The trath is, Morall ſincerity, is the (incerity of 
God too ; for *tis his reſtraining corrupt man, 
which otherwiſe would bec as prophane to- 


W . I withheld thee from ſinning againſt me, 
ſaid God to Abimelech, Gen.:0.6, A morall fin- 
cere man,is but an out-fide holy man,but obſerves 
it not ; and therefore (I thinke) called by ſome, A 
cloſe hypocrite. But this is not that /ncertry 0 
God, which my Text ſpeaks of, 

Godly ſincerity, or the ſincerity of God which 
my Text ſpeaks of, is a ſpecial works of God upon 
the ſoule of man , making him laborious, to walke 
according to Gods will in all things, that God may 
have all the glory due to his name. 


Firſt, I fay, that godly ſincerity is 2 ſpecial! 
worke of God wpon the ſoule, &e. This Genus, the 
Apoſtle confirmes in my Text, calling ſincerity 
wax reve ON, the ſincerity of God. That 1s,that fn- 
cerity which is after a ſpeciall manner wrought 
of God in the heart cf man. So likewiſe elle- 
where the Apoſtle ſolemnly prayes for ſinceri- 
ty, in the behalfe of the Phurppions ; which plain- 
ly ſhewes, that ſincerity is not Q#id provenrent 4 
natura, a thing growing nz urally in wan. And 
this I pray (laith the Apeſtle)) that your love may 
abennd, that yow may approve the things that are 
excellent, that you may be ſincere, and without of- 
fence unto the day of Chriſt, Phil.1 9,10. 

The heart of man naturally 1s deceirfull, not 
fincere ; deſperately wicked, not truly guod ; 
more oppoſite to R—_—y then to any thing ; 
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35 things corrupted carry a greater difſimilitude 
to what they were, then to any things elſe which 


they never were. The Devill is more oppoliteto |' 
the goodnefſe of an Angell which once hee 


| had, then to any lower good, which he never 


formally had ; which is a tormene thi lies 


| upon him, as a part of his judgement. © God 


made man upright : that 1s, for qualification ſuit- 
able to his owne will ; apt and able to walkein 
all boly wajes blamelefſe. Man voluatarily lo- 
ſing this, as the Devill did that, through pride, 
is with the Devill, more diſlike to himlelte, then 
to any thing below himſelfe, he is more like a 
Lion, a Leopard, a Tyger, a Beare, a wolfe, a 
Serpent, a Toade, a Stocke, a Stone, then man in 
innocency ; and more violently oppoſite to up- 
rightneffe and juſtice natarally, then any creature 
below him $$:and therefore is the heart of man na- 
turally ſaid to bee deceitfull [ above all things and 
deſperately wicked[ beyond knowledge) ler.17.9. 
which 1s enough to demonſtrate, that godly tince- 
rity cannot be 4 »a!#ra ; and if not of nature,then 
grace. There is no faculty in this diſjunQive ar- 
gument. 

Making a man laborious &c. that 18,c0n- 
family laborious, willingly laborious, and labo- 
rious according to all his ftrength, Firlt, fince- 
rity is ſuch a ſpeciall worke of God upon the 


ſonle, that it makes a man /aberio: to doe the 
Will of God. Solomon confirmes this where he 
ſaith, That the laboxy of the righteous tendeth t0 
life : that is, fo a holy and* happy life. A fiv- 
Cere man is laborious to lead a holy life, to ” 

er 
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der all his converſation, according to the holy 
rale of Gods Word. That thus this clauſe is to 
be interpreted, I collet from the following 
clauſe , which by way of Antitheſes, the wile 
man delivers. The fruit of the wicked to fin. The 
whole - proverbe but together, bath the force of 
a compariſon in it. As the labour of the wic- 
ked tends to ſin ; ſo the labour: of the righ- 
teous tends to holinelle, and fo conſequently to: 
happineſſe. Sinceritie bath more in it then an 
applauding of holinetſe ; Thow art more righte- 
ons then 1 : Thy going in and out before mee in 
the hoſt is good. Sinceritic hath more in it then 
alazic wiſhing for holinefle. O chat / might die 
the death of the righteons , and that my lift end 
might be like hs ! Sirceritie is ſuch a fpeciall 
worke of God upon the ſoule, that it, ſets a man 
a labouring for holineſle :; Wherefore wee labor, 
that is,wee which are ſincere that whether preſent 
or abſent, wee may be accepied of him, 2 Cor.5.9. 
that is;that wec may live holily, and die bappily ; 
whereas all other men labour after yanities,and (o 
conſequently their labors tend to (in, and foto 
death, as So/omor laith, 

Siacerity is ſuch a ſpeciail worke of God np- 
on the {oule, that it makes a man ſee a tran- 
ſcendent worth in the willof God , and worth 
begets love, as the Sunne draws forth the ſpring; 
and love begets labour, to attaine the thing be- 
loved. T by teftimonies are wonderfall : therefore 
doth msy ſoule keep them, Pial.1 19.129. Thy tefti- 
monies are wonderfull : that is, wonderfull r;ghte- 
ous,Juft,and cquall;and wonderfull fweert, ſweeter 
B4 then 
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= the . honey, or the hony-combe » therfore 
doth my ſoule keey thems,That is,therefore doth my 
ſoule labour to keep them. AS if be had ſaid, I ſee 
ſuch a tranſcendent purity and taſte, ſuch a tran- 
ſcendent ſweetnes in the teſtimonies of God,that 
my ſoule cannot chuſc,but labour te walk in them. 

Sincerity makes a man [ !aborions ]to doe the 
Will of God, you ſee : that is, it makes a man 
couſtantly, willingly, and according to all hx 
frength,induſtrious. That fincerity is ſuch a ſpe- 
ciall worxe. of God upon the ſoule, that makes a 
man [conſtantly] laborious to doe the will of 
God, Paxl ia whom fincerity was, confirmes. 
And herein doe 1 exerciſe my ſelfe , to have | al. 
waies | a conſcience void of offence, towards God 
avd towards man, At.24.16, Paxls induftry 
was, to obey the will of God to day, and tte like 
next day, and fo he continued laboriens every 
day, that he might have | awlayes] a conſcience 
vord of offence towards God and man. The high way 
of the apright us to depart from evill faith Solomon, 
Prov. 16. v.17 that 1s, this is their daily foul-la- | 
bour, the continuall road in which they travell, 
to get rid of fin, and to depart from that more 
and more. An hypocrite ſtumbles into this path 
of piety now and then, but this is not his high 
way, his uſuall and daily road ; he quickly gets 
out of it again : to this unconſtant cloud(I con- 
ceive) Solomon oppoleth the upright man, in 
the place forecited, who makes it a beaten high- 
way ; hee is ſo conſtant in his endeavours to 
doe good, and to depart from evill. / have encli- 
| ned my heart to performe thy ſtatutes | alway j even 
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unto the end.) Pſal.119.112. Sincerity, is ſuch n 
ſpeciall worke of God npon the ſoule, that it in- 
clines the heart to labour 'alwaies, to. obey the 
will of God, which naturally is quickly weary of 
well doing. As the touch of a Loaditone,makes ! 
the needle to have conſtant and reſtleſſe inclina- | 
tion to the North: ſo godly fincerity, which I may | 
call Gods fecret touch of the heart, it makes the 
ſoule of a man have a conſtant 2 reltlefſe inclina- | 
tion, to walke in Gods waies ; and his conſtant in- | 
clination makes him conſtantly laborious, to doe 
according to his daily deſire. Sncerity is ſuch a 
ſpeciall worke of God upon the foule;, that it 
makes a man to ſet God|alwaies! before him, and 
to doe all things daily ss in his preſence. / have 
ſet the Lord, alwaies\before me 1aith David, Plalm 
16.8, For we are not as many, which corrupt the 
Word of God:but as of ſncerity but as of God in the 
feht of God| fpeake we m Chriſt, 2.Cor.2.17. This 
is the genuine nature of ſinc2rity,to make a man to 
let God | alwaies] before his eyes, and to doe 
things, as beholding h1ms that # invifible. 
Sincerity is ſuch a {peciall worke of God upon | 
the ſoule, that-it makes a man (o conſtant in his 
endeavours to doe the will of God, that no oppo- 
ſition can make him to ceaſe this labour. 7 he prexd ; 
have had ne greatly in deriſion ; yer have [ not de- 
clined from thy Law, P(a.119.51.Proud wretches | 
{coff'd at holy waies, and Davias holy endeavours | 
to walke m them : nay, they did this vehemently ; 
and yet David (being (incere) held on his hely | 
courſe fhll. Nay, elſewhere he tels us, that they | 
had almoſt conſumed hins on earth, (uch was their | 
malice 
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malice againſt him, nd yet he forſookg not his be- 
ly induſtryto obey God: precepts, Pſal.t 19.87.Nei- 
ther perſecution of tongue nor hand, theugh ne- 
ver ſo vehement, can make 8 man,in whoſe heart 
godly fincerity 1s, to ceaſe his induſtry te obey 
God, and walke in his waies. Hang himup as a 
battle in the ſmoake, and yet he will not forget 
this worke hc is about, te wit, to obey Gods [ta- 
tutes. Strong trials may make a fincere heart give 
backe for a time, ſo farre may they prevaile upen 
the remaining unſoundnefle that is in the heart of 
man naturally, when at beſt ; but they never pre- 
vaile, to make a ſincere heart give off his labour to 
obey God. 
| That ſincerity is ſuch a ſpeciall worke of Ged 
upon the ſoule, as makes a man willingly laborious 
to doe the will of God, is hinted tous. by that 
| expreition of the Prophet, ſai 1-19, If ye be wil- 
ling and obedient , yt ſhall eat the god of the Land. 
Sincere men are ſuch as ſhall cate the good of that 


being laid downe, as an-undeniable concluſion; 
we ce that fincerity is.ſuch a ſpeciall-worke of 
| God upon the ſoule, as toucheth the will; and fo 
makes a man not onely obedient, but willing and 
-obed:ent, without which there is no eating,that is, 
enjoying of that holy Land which Canaan typi- 


+ and 4tand npon,under the old covenant, that in all 


fied. *Twas that which God did much looke at, 


their ſacrificall ſervices (which were of coſt and 
charge)they-fhould be willing and chearefull,or 
elſe Gad: would not account their obedience (in- 
cere : andthereſore ſaith David an upright _ 
an 
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and that God and all his people might ſee hisup- 
rightnefle, in this, chargeable way of -ſerving 
God,1 will[ freely ſacrifice unto thee J Will praiſe 
thy Nane,Q Lord, for it i good. I will freely ſacri- 
fie: that is, willingly, chearetully,bountifully,&:c. 
If willingneſſe were ſo mnch lookt at, ia their 
chargeable ſervices under the old covenant, as a 
{ymptome of ſincerity,much more doubtleffe doth 
God looke at it now, in hisſervices of the new 
covenant, which are without expence ; and an- 
{werably doubleſſe it is wich fincere mea far the 
generall, under the Goſpell : to wit, more willing 
and chearfull jn thcir fervices to God, then they 
under the Law were, 

A fincere man doth not labonr to ſerve God, of 
conſtraint, and by compuliion, as ſome ſervants 
and all beaſts ſerve us : ut of aready minde, as 
one that hath choſen this way of lite above all o- 
thers, to walk in : /have choſen the way of truth; 
thy judgements have I layd before m:,P ſal.1 19430. | 
Sincerity is fuch a {peciall worke of God upon | 
the ſoule,that it makes a man ſce a greater beauty | 
in Gods waies, then in any watcs beſides ; and to 
talte a greater ſweetnefle 1n thele wajes, then in 
any waies ; and hence the ſonle is raiſed volunta- 
rily and freely, to chooſe theſe waies to walke in, | 
before all others, Sincerity js ſuch a ſpeciall work 
of God upon the ſoule,that it makes a man (ce the | 
word of God to be the ſtraighel(t and trae(t rule of 
all others, to'walke by ; and therefore voluntarily | 
chooſeth this;before others,to lay before kim as a 
rule to walke by,7 have choſen the way [_of truth] 
thy judgements have I layd before me, 
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| whole heart | with my whole heart have I ſought 
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That fincerity is ſuch a ſpeciall Worke of God 
upon the ſoule, as makes a man laborjous [ ac- 
cording to all bis firength] to dec the will of God , 
we may lively ſce by ſome notable expreſſions of 
Panxl. I preſſe towards the marke, for the paice of 
the high Calling, of God, in Chriſt Jeſus, Phil.3. 
14. h5\s wninire, [ perſue, 1 bunt, ſaith the origi- 
nall. Purſuing and hunting are ations wherein 
the creature puts forth all his ſtrength, to get 
what they defire. Sincerity ſets a man to hit the 
white;and there muſt be all poſſivle care in level- 
ling, to doe this. Sincerity ſets the ſoule to win 
the prize; {for the price of the high calling now a 
man that would win the prize, muſt not runne 
lazily, but he mnſt »ervis cuniti labore, runne | 
with all his ſtrength. So you have another nota- 
ble expreſſion, Ph:l.3.1 3. Forgeiting theſe things 
which are-behind, and("reaching forth unto theſe 


things which are before » inulempdue extending, 


areall termes (you know) which note the whole 
ſtrength put forth, to acquire a thing. Sincerity is 
ſach a ſpirituall worke of God upon the ſoule, as 
makesa man to ſet before him no other rule, but 
perfetion, to walke by ; and then it makes a 
man jabour with all his ſtrength, to walke ex- 
atly according to this rule ; & we, /f by any 


dead. That is, to doe the will of God on carth 
as men riſen from the dead., and living with 
Chriſt in Heaven, doe. Hitherto tend allo thoſe 
expreſſions in Scriptare, of ſerving God with the 
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Of Sincerity, 
thee, O let me no: wander from thy (ommande- 
wents,Pſ.119.10.1 labour with all my ſtrength to 
walke in thy waies, and when I put forth mine 
owne ſtrength to the uttermoſt, then I deny all in 
my ſelfe, and woolly depend upon thy ſtrength, 
to be made victorious, againſt the many temprati- 
ons I meet witkall; and whilſt through thine ayd, 
I go inthe dire& way,to odtaine grace,and victo- | 
ry againſt corruptions, let me not O Lord be fru- 
ſtrated , and fo lie open (tilt, to be drawne aſide 
from thy Commandemeats. 

Godly fincerity makes a tnan obſervethe divine 
rule,in ladouring to doe the will of God. Now the 
divine rule in this point, is, that we ſhould labeur 
with all oxr ffrength, thou haſt commanded us to 
keepe thy precepts | diligently\ Plal.119.4. Thow 
haſt commanded us to keepe) that is, thou halt 
commanded us to labour to keepe ; but how to | 
labour ? lazily ? no : avligently. mo walde, 
very much,carneſtly, vehemently, (aith the origi- 
nall; That is,with all our {trength. Now fincerity 
is ſuch a ſpeciall worke of God upon the ſoule, 
that it makes a man put this precept before 
him, in all his labourings to do the Will of God: 
and fo he labours very mach, earneſtly, vehement» 
(y, that is, with all hisſtrength, to doe the will 
of (od. 

That ſincerity makes a man laborious with all 
his might [20 doe all Gods Will)] the Scripture a- 
bundantly proveth. ' God himfelfe deicribing 
a ſincere man to the Divell, confi-meth this. A. | 
the Lord ſaid to Satan,haſt thou not conſidered my | 
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ſervaut Ib that there is none like kim m the earth, | 


a perfelt 


—— 


| 


Pa: P2 


_ 4 


A Divine Diſcovery 


perfeit and an wpright max,ove that fearerhGod and 
eſeheweth evill? That 18, one that eyeth all my 
will,and eſcheweth all that is contrary thereunto. 
That thus theſe words are to be interpreted, is 
manifeſted by Jebs owne language, whea be 
would maiatame his ſincerity to God,the ſearcher 
of all hearts. Les me be weighed in an even balaxce, 
that God may know mine imtegrity. Why ? what is 
thy integrity /06, upon which thou do(t ſo much 


ſtand ? why is this: I havelaboured to obey af | 


Gods will. If my ſteps have turned ont of the way, 
and my heart walked after mine eyes, if | any blot | 
bath cleaved te my hand, &c,lob.31.1f I bave wal- 
bed withvanity,or if my foot hath haſtned to deceit; 
and fo he goes on hargely, driving things to this 
iſſue, that if he had not been laborjous, to walke 
according to all Gods will, he weuld yeeldto 
what his adverſaries. charged him with, to wit, 
that his heart was not fincere. Solikewiſethe 
Lord explaines himſelte, in deſcribing Dawvrarin- 
tegrity to Solomon. And if chow Walks before me as 
David thy Father, in integrity of heart, and in up- 
rightnes,to doe according to | all | that I have comg- 
manaed thee, 1 Kings.9.4. By this we plainly ſee, 
that ſincerity ſets a man to do all that God en- 
joynes. Chrilt therefore in the new Teſtament, 
deſcribing fincerity to the young man that 
thought . himfeife as upright (doubleſle) as 
any, Ail theſe things have I kept from my youth : 
what lack I yet? Jeſus ſaid unto him, /f thow wilt 
be perfebt : that is, if thou wilt be fincere and up- 
right indeed, in the eye of God whois a ſearcher 


ot the heart, goe and ſell all thou haſt, and grve 10 
__—_ 
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the poore, and come and follow me: Part with every. 
luſt, with covetouſneſle thy darling finne, as well 
| as with others, to which thy nature is not (o apt, 
and reſigne up thy heart, to obey me ia all things, 
ſo ſhalt thon be happy kere and hereafter : ſince-| 
rity makes a man ſet all Gods will before him, as 
arule to walke by, and to obey Ged in that part 
of his will that molt eppoſeth that fin to which 
he 1s moſt inclined, as wellas any other. For all 
hu judgements were befor: me;and 1 did not put a-! 
way his ftatmtes from me, 1 was npright before him. 
and kept my ſelf from | mine iniquity] Pla. 18.22, 
23-1 did not put away his ftatmtes from we &'e. An 
unſound ſoule will not takenotice of ſuch a pre- 
cept as oppoſeth his ſpeciall finne : (uch a pre- 
cept mult goe for a blanke, whichthe ſoule throws 
by, and will net thinke of, but as conſcience now 
and then puts him in minde of it, whether he will | 
or no. But '*tis not ſo with a man in whom (ince- 
rity is : that precept which doth moſt oppoſe that 
finne, to which he is moſt inclined, hc labears to 


obey as well as any other. [was wpright before 
thee, and I kept my ſelfe from| mine iniquity ] An 
unſound ſoule ſets ſo many of Gods Statutes be- 
tore him, as rules to walke by, as ſuits with him- | 
{elfe andthe times, and no more. Such precepts | 


as oppoſe his ſpeciall corruptions, or diſpleale | 


the times,and ſo expoſe him to ſuffering, thele he | 
balkes and puts away, as David here faith, and | 
cals themasthe rotten Scribes and Phariſees, were | 
wont to doe, Leaft Commaudement:s, ſmall things | 
not to be regarded : which rotterneſſe Chrilt | 
tooke up roundly in thoſe ironicall words, #ho- 


ſoever 


————— 


| which doth thus, he & trwe,and there is no wnrigh- 
teonſneſſe in h11y. That is, he is ſincere, and ns by- 
pocriteas the world rnay fallly judge,As Ariſorle 
ſand of a friend, that he is, a/tcr ego, Anethey 1, or 
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ſeever (hall breaks one of theſe leaft Communde- 
ments , ſhall be calledthe leaft inthe Kingdom of 
God.Godly fincerity makes no difference of grea- 
teſt and leaſt, bet ween the precepts of God, but 
ſets all before a man as a rule to walke by , and 
makes the ſoul laborjous to obſerve all, Then ſhall 
I not be aſhamed, when I have reſpett unts all thy 
Commandements, Pſalm.119.6. 

That God may have all the glory dxe to bis Name) 
That {incerity makesa man to aime at the glory 
of God, and not at his owne glory, is manifeſt by 
that expreſſion the Apoſtle uſeth in my Text, 
not with fleſhly wiſdome, that 1s, not declaring our 
owne humane parts and gifts, to advance our 
owne honour and elteeme, but as the Spirit gave 
us atterance, ſo we ſpeak in all plainenefle and 
lincereneſle, that ſo poore ignorant ſoules might 
be edified, and God glorified. Chriit deſcribing 
an upright man to the unſound Scribes and Pha- 
riſes,diſcribes him (I remember) by this proper 
ty, That he ſecketh not his own glory, but his glory 
that ſent him. He that ſpeaketh of himſelfe ſeeketh 
his own glory,but he that ſeeketh his glorythat ſent 
him, the ſame u | true and no unrighteouſneſſe in 
him, Toh.7.18. Chriſt that bad no guile found 
in his lips, vindicated his ſincerity (till by this,t hat 
he fought not his owne glory io any thing he did, 
but the glory of bim that ſent him : and that man 


15 


another ſelfe : (0 may I lay of a Chriſtian, that he 
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is alter C briſtss, another Chriſt: as he is, ſo are we 
in this World, ſaich Saint John. As he aimed in all 
things at the glory of his tather ; ſo a ſincere man 
aimes in cating, in drinking, or whatſoever ke 
does,at the glory of God : Ged forbid (faith Saint 
Pax!) that [ ſhould glory in any thing but in Chriſt. 
Sicerity is ſuch a {peciall work of Ged upon the 
ſoule, that it makes a man give Cbriſt all the glo- 
ry, of all the good he does, and of allthe good 
he has, and. hopes for, and to appropriate noe 
thing to hjmſelte but ſhame;yert a7 [ nothing, faith 
Paxl: Nothing but a {inner ; nay, of all ſinners the 
| chicte- 

An upright man, is 4 man «after GODS owne 
heart : now looke what GOD mot lookes for, 
that an upright man lookes molt at, and la- 
bours molt of all to helpe God unto, Now 
GOD lookes at his owne Honour and Glory 
in every thing, wherein he hath to doe with 
the creature, above any thing. He made all 
things for his Glory ; and upholds all things for 
his glory. There ſhould never have beene a ſtone 
laid in the glorious Fabricke of this World, 
had it- not beene for Gods glory : nor not a 
ſtone ſhould have beene left upon a ſione, long 
ere this, but the whole World ſhould have | 
beene turned into his fuſt nothing, were it not 
for Gods glory, This a fincere man eyes, and 
anſwerably applies himſelte ro GOD in all hee | 
does; as an obedicnt Wife applies her felfe to 
that ſweet carriage, that ſhe knowes will moſt 
&light her Husband. When 1ſaac had difco- 


rered to Eſas, that Vepiſon was the molt favoury 
C meat 
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Meat, which his ſoule deſired, Eſas applied him- 
ſelfe to his father, and goes a hunting ter it, that 
he might bring to his father what he moſt loved, 
and fo obtain his fathers bleſſing. Now God hath 
declared that his honour and glory is t hat ſavoury 
meat wh:ch his ſoule of all things moſt leves,and 
therefore all that are ſincere children of God, they 
doe hunt and plot for this in all their wayes, that 
they may bring God that ſavoury meat, which his 
ſoule moſt loves. 

The de{cription offincerity being thus opened, 
Tam 1n the next place to fhew unto you the 
grounds of this point ; why we ought thus ſimply 
and ſincerely to have our converſation in this 
World. The grounds are the!e Foure: Firſt, becaule 
Ged commands it. Secondly, becauſe God de- 
lights in it. Thirdly, becauſe God hath apoin- 
ted this and no other way unto all good, Laſtly, 
becauſc the World which lies in wickedneſle, 
may be left without excule, Firſt, we ought in 
ſimplicity and godly fincerity to have our con- 
verſation inthe world, becauſe God commands 
it. [ am the almighty God, walks before me, and be 
then perſett; that 1s,entire, ſincere, Gen.17.1. This 
Commandement God gave to Abraham, and in 
him to all us. This commandement is not grie- 
vous; a Commandement that hath any injuſtice in 
it, that any ſheuld complain or except againlt it, 
and therefore ought to be obeyed, For God made 
man, and can unmake him againe at his pleaſure; 
ard therefore may juſtly ſerve bimſelfe of himand 
appoint him what rules he pleateth to walk by. 
I am Ged almighty |walk before me ,aud be —_ ] 
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by my Almighty power made thee of nothing,and 
can quickly by this Almighty power, turn thee 
inte worſe then nothing : therefore walke thus 
and thus, as I command thee. 

God did more by his Almighty power, then 
barely make man : God by his Almighty power 
made man upright : that is, not as uprightnefle 
notes ſincerity, but as uprightneſſe notes perfe- 
ion. And therfore God might juſtly command 
us, (if he would) to walke perfeRly, as Angels 
and Saints in Heaven doe. This commandement 
therefore is not grievous, but full of mercy and 
moderation, that he commands us onely to walke 
before him, and be upright, as uprightneſle notes 
ſincerity, Therefore (eeing 'tis a commandement 
ful of juſtice and mercy both, it ought tobe obey» 
ed ; and ſo conſequently every one of us ought in 
ſimplicity and godly ſincerity, to have our con- 
veriation 1n this world, 

Secendly, as God commands us to be ſincere, 
lo he delights in it;and therefore we ought in lim» 
plicity and godly fincerity, to have our converſa- 
tion in this World. They that are of a froward 
heart, are an abomination to the Lord ; but ſach as 
are upright in their way,are bis delight, Prov.u.20. 
Kings,as they have Officers for neceſlity, ſo they 


have favorites, perſons of honour, for communi- 
on and delight. Now the King of Kings would 
have no fit perſons of honour for communion and 
delight in this world, were there no upright men 
in itz and therfore we ought in ſimplicity and god- 
ly ſincerity,ts have our converſation in this world, 
God would live ſolitary and alone in this worle, 
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without any pleaſure or delight in this World, 
were there no upright men, nor uprightneſle 
init: for God hath no pleaſure in wickednefle 
nor wicked men. Thox art not a God that hath 
pleaſure in wickedneſſe, Pſalm. 5.4. The God 
of this World, that rules in the children of 
diſobedience, 1s a God that hath pleaſure in wic- 
kednefſe ; but the God of all the World, is net 
ſuch a God ; he hath pleaſure onely in upright- 
neſſe. I know alſo my God,that thou trieft the heart, 
and haſt pleaſure in uprightneſſe, 1Cor.2g.17. And 
therefore we ought to walke in uprightneſle, or 
elie we thall deprive the King of Kings of his 
pleaſure. 

Thirdly, we ought in ſimplicity and godly fin- 
cerity to have our converſation in this world,be- 
cauſe God hath appointed this and no other way 
te all good, For the Lord Godis 4 Sunne and a 
'Shield;zhe Lord will give grace and glery ; no good 
thing will he withhold from them that walk ny- 
rightly, Pſalm.84.11. It we would have the light 
ot Gods ſmiling countenance to ſhine upon our 
ſoules, which 15 ten thouſand times more glo- 
rious,and reviving then the Sanne, we muſt walk 


| wprightly 1 for the Lord God is a Swpre to ſuch,and 


none elfe. God is angry with the wicked every day, 
ſaith the Prophet : and being angry with them 
| every day, he canrot ſmile upon their ſoules, as 
the Suune doth npon all creatures, but frowne and 
knit the browes againſt them,God dwels as a con- 
vincer and reprover, and not as a comforter, in 
the hearts of hypocrites. God feeds mens ſoules 
with gall and wormwood, with bitters, not with 
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{and not a holy Ged to unholy man. 
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[weets; with a fertaine fearefull looking for Fo, 
judgens:nt and fierie Indignation, which have no* 
their converſationin ſ{implicity & godly linceritys 
in this world. A Helland not a Heaven, (hall jen 
that walxe not uprightly, have within their owne 
hearts. 

If we would have protefion, we mult walke 
uprightly : for the Lord Godis a Shield onely to 
ſuch. He that walketh righteonſly and ſpeaketh up- 
rightly, his place of defence ſhall be the munitions 6 
Rocks, Iſa.33.15. God isa conſuming fire,and not 
a defer.ce unto the hypocrite. In a word, ifa man 
would have grace or glory, or any good thing 
elle that he can name, he muſt walke in this way 
to obtaine it, to wit, in ſimplicity and godly ſince- 
rity: for in noother way bath God engaged him- 
lelfe, to beſtow any good upon man, but all evill. 
The Iſraelites going out on the Sabbath day to 
linde Manna, found nothing but a curſe ; and 
the reaſon, becauſe out of Gods way, God will 
diſtribate bleflings in his owne way:if we decline 
this way,God will ipfiit curſes, and not bleflings. 
Now upright walking is that way im which God 
hath promiſed to beſtow all good, and none clfc: 
and therefore we cught thus to walk. Tis fit we 
ſhould come to God, and not God to us ; "tis fit 
[that unholy man ſhould conforme to a holy God ; 


Finally, wc ongit in fmplicity and godly ſince- 


rity, to have our conver ſuttow;n the Worla; that lo 
the world which lics in wickednefie, may be left 
without excuſe, both in regard of their wicked- 
refle towards God, and bis children. Wicked 
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men complain of Chriſt, that he is a hard maſter, 
looking to reap where he did not low ; that this 
ad that precept is a hard ſaying, none can obe 
it. And ethers complaine that the world is fu 
of occaſiens and provocations, that 'tis impoſ- 
fible to walke uprightly. Others, that tmes are ſo 
hard and dead, that they cannot live of their cal- 
lings, if they ſhould deale juſtly, and walke up- 
rizhtly. Now Chriſt will top the mouths of all 
theſe at the great day, by ſetting before them 
thoſe that have lived, in the ſame ages of the 
world, in the ſame imployments in the world,un- 
der theſame government of Chrilt in the world, 
and yet have kept themſelves unſpotted of the 
world, and have in ſimplicity and godly linceri- 
ty had their converſation inthe world : and then 
ſhall Chriſt be cleare when he judges, and lyers 
mouths hall be ftopt, and be like the man that 
wanted a wedding garment. And therfore we 
ought in ſimplicity and gedly ſincerity to have 
our converſation in the world, every one in his 
place, that ſo Chriſt may doe this ſervice by us a- 
gainſt the wicked, at the great Cay. 

Again, that wicked men ma; ve left withont cx- 
cuſe, as inregard cf their wickednefle toward 


God, fo in regard of their wickedneffe toward | 
Gods childrea. Now the wicked periecute the | 
godly with tongue and hand, and pretend juſt 


greund for their pradice ; that the godly are,as ho 
fallly faid of the Prophet, troublers of //rae/, ene- 
mies to Church and (tate. But at the great day, 
the ſearcher of all hearts willlay open all things 
according to truth ; and make it plainly appeare 


to 
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[to men and Angels, that they had their coaverla® 
tion in this world, in ſimplicity and Godly fince- 
rity, and ſo guiltlefſe of all that the wicked accu- 
ſed them of, and punifh them for ; and then will 
Chriſt be cleare when he judges thele wretches, 
for condemnirg the generation of the Jult. 
Wherefore we oaght to walk ſincerely and blame- 
leſly in this world, that ſo the wicked may have 
no plea for their wicked proceedings againſt us 

or againſt the righteous proceedings of Chriſt 
againtt them. 

Ought we in ſimplicity and goaly fracerity, to 
have nr conver ſation in the Werld ? Why,then let 
us Examine our {clves, and {ce whether we thus 
walke. Are ye laborious? that is, conſtartlylabori- 
ous, willinglylaborious ; laborious according to ai 
year ſtrength to doe all Gods Will, that be may 
have all the glory dues to h:s name? Looke backe, 
and call to mind, how this de{cription of ſincerity 
was opened, and lay open your hearts and lives 
by it, and ſee whether they agree or not. Are yee 
| || |/aborioxs to doe the Will of GoJ ? Or doe yee 
not the worke of the L:rd negligently? and fo ſtand 
lyable to that dreadfull curſe denounced by e- 
remre £ Doe yee not relt in bodily excrciſes 
| which profit nothing? *Tis the lealt labour in 
| the world, to bring the outward man to duties ; 
the labour of labours 1s akout the heart, to bring 
that to duties ; are yee laborious about this? Are 
yee watchfull over your Spirits, and laborious a- 
bout your jaward man, that this in every thing, 
may goe along with the outward man to. obey 
God? 'Twas that the Lord. of old upbraided 
C4 his | 
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bis people withall; that they werelaborjous ac” 
cording to the outward man, to come to Charch, 
and to be at all divine exerciſes, but they were 
careleſlſe reſpe&ing their hearts, which God moſt 
lookt at, and let this run looſe after vanity. Ad 
they come unto thee,as thy people commeth,and they 
fit befor thee as thy people,and they heare thy words, 
but they will not doe them : for with their monthes 
they ſhew much love, bat their heart goeth after 
their cove:on(neſſe, Exek,32.11.God moſt looks at 
the heart, how that is entire to,or looſe from him- 
ſelte. Are ye moſt laborious about that, which God 
moſt lookes at ? or doe yenot leaſt minde that 
which God looks at moſt ? jn this conſiſts the po- 
wer of godlines, to be laperious about the inward 
man to bring this to be obedientgo the Will of God 
(My ſanne give me thy heart. ) Neglet this, and 
thon wert as goed fit (jill, as labour at all about 
thy outward man, to bring that to be holy : thy 
labour about outſide holinefſe, is to God as the 
cutting off of a dogs necke:and God will upbraid 
thy labour, as be did thoſe hypocriticall Scribes 
and Phariſees, who waſhed the out fide of the Cup 
and platter, 

Poſſibly ſome of you may thinke, that you hold 
weight well enough by this : T hat you arc /abor:» 
9x5 according to the outward man, and according 
to the inward man, to doe the will of God : but 
nm in one weight more into the Scales and Bal. 
ance of the Santuary,to w.t,this; Are ye conſtant» 
ly laborious to doe the Will of God ? Tell me 
which way the Scales turne now. Sincerity 
makes a man con/tanily laborious to doe the Will 

of 
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of God, as you have largely heard ; do you thus 
labour ? Or are ye not quickly weary in well- 
doing ; ſo weary as to leave off the work ? Thou 
art watchfull over thy ſpirit to day ; but art thou 
not as careleſle about it to morrow ? The god- 
ly are ſubje&t to weariſomnefle and farting in 
their mindes(as the Apoltle intimates) in their la- 
bouring about, and watching with an unruly 
heart ; but they are never ſo weary, asto give 
over the work. David was wearied often with his 
groanings, they were ſo deep, and breathed out {6 
many precious Spirits ; but yet as freſh {trengrh 
came, he kept on groaning (till, under the heavy 
burthen of a bad heart, and never left labouring 
about his ſpirit to bring it to be more and more 
compoſed, entire, and one with God, as long as 
hee lived. But unſound Chriſtians are quickly 
weary in labouring adout their hearts, juft in that 
ſenſe which God is faid to bee weary of repent- 
ing, Jer. 15.6. Thou haſt forſaken me (laith the 
Lord) thou art gone backward ; theref,rewill I 
firetch out my hand againſt thee, I am weary of re- 
—_ - that 15,1 will repent no more : I will for- 
ear the execution of my threatnings no longer. 
So rotten hearts are wearied with repenting, 
ſoul-ſearching, and ſoul- watching, that they will 
repent no more, nor maintain inward indultry 
about their ſouls no more , but jadge of it upon a 
little trjall, as that which will ſhorten their lives, 
or at leaſt, ntterly end the felicity of their lives, 
and at laſt cry it downe,as 2n unneceſlary and un- 

reaſonable ſervice. Is it not thus with you? 
Poſſibly yet ſomeof you may thiak, that you 
old 
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hold weight well enough, by the balance of the 
SanRuary, But put in one weight more, and tell 
me which way the ſcales turne then. Are ye wil- 
lingly and cheerfully laborious to doe the will of 
God ? Doe you finde any ſoule-ſweetnefle, in 
your ſoule-lavours ? Or are they not as the.diſ- 
caſe ofthe ſtone, ſtrong tortures, without the 
leaſt tang of ſweetneſle ? is it not as death unto 
theeto be ſearching, humbling, watching and ob- 
ſerving thy ſpirit, a day ? Doſt theu not ſhunne 
and avoid occaſions, as much as thou canſt, that 
may make thee to looke in upon thy {pirit, to 
check it inits vaine way, as that which is like the 
pricking of thy right eye? Doelt thou not make 
frivolous excuſes, and needlefle bulinefle, toput 
by Davids opportunities. of private commerce 
with God and thy 6wne ſoule? as one that tind- 
eth no pleaſure nor profit, in this ſervice of God? 
Doſt thou not wiſh that prayers were over, Ser- 
mons over, the Lords day over, that thou might- 
eſt be ſelling Corne ; and following thy ſecular 
employments, and carnall ſports and delights, as 
thoſe wherein thou findeſt more ſoul-content, 
then in any divine thing ? *T7s a joy tothe juſt to 
doe judgement, faith Sa'omorn. *lis the (weetelt 
pleature in the world to an upright man to be in 
upright, holy waies, doing uprightly to God 
and man. Gods word, Gods ordinances, Gogs 
people, Gods ſervice in every part thereof, are all 
tranſcendently ſweet to an upright ſoul : Sweerer 
then honey,that is,{\weeter then the ſweetelt earth- 
ly content. And the more {pirituall, divine du- 
ties and exerciſes are, the more pleaſing and ta- 
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king (till, to an upright ſoule. Duties of moſt ſe- 
riouſnefle and firitnefle,are of moſt foul-ſweet- ; 
neſle to bim. Is it thus with you ? 

Poſlibly yet ſome ef you may think that you 
hold weight well enough, by this balance ofthe 
Sanquary. But put in ene graine more, andtell 
me whether thou be not found too light then? | 
Are ye laborious ac cording to all your ſtrength, to 
doe the will of God? dce you reach forth and 
preſſe forward, as Saint Paul faith,that is, put out 
all your ſtrength to obey the will of God? this 
in Scripture, where ſincerity is prefled unto, is 
called a ſerving of God with al o#r hearts. You | 
take a little paines te the obey vill of God ? but | 
could you not take a great deale more if you li- 
ſted ? "Twas the unſoundnefle of the ]ewes, that 
when they could have brought Males and legiti- 
mate ſacrifices, they brought (to ſave their pur- 
ſes) maimed and deformed {facritices. And to 
*was the unſoundnefle of Sax/, that he could 1 
have killed Agag and the fat of the cattcll, as 
well as the reſt of the Amalekites, if he would. 
And is it not your hypocriſie, that you could dee | 
a great deale more to pleale God, then you doe, 
it you litted ? doe not by and felte ends make 
you pluck in your horns, and tuſpend your ſelves, | 
parts and abilities from Gods ſervice ? Dothnot | 
the feare of the loſle of your liderties,livings, lives | 
and the like, make you ſpeakelcfie for God, and | 
doe lefſe for God, then he hathgiven you abili- | 
ty and opportunity to doe? Doe yee not put 
tort your parts in the ſervice of God, in refe- 
rence to the ſafety of your skin, and rotin refe- 
rence 
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rence ro Gods command, which calls for all our 
might in his ſervice ? 

If you tell me that you hold weight yet by the 
ballance of the ſanuary, why ? put in yet one 
grain more,and tel] mc whether the (cales do not 
itand without poiling either way. Are yee la- 
berjous according to all your ſtrength, ts doe «lf 
Gods will? according to that holy rule, Dexr. 
15-5.Onely if thou carefully hearken unto the woice 
of the Lord thy God,to obſerve to doe|alitheſe Con- 
mandements\ which I command thee this day. You 
doe with Hered, by means of powerfull preach- 
ing and ſharp sffliion,retorme many things per- 
adventure, but do ye lavour to reforme all things ? 
To divorce your (elves from your Herodias : To 
pull out right eyes, and to cut off right bands ; 
To mottifie your mz:mbeys which are upon Earth ; 
that is, the ſins of your ſoules, which are as deare 
anto you as the membersof your bodie ? or doe 
ye net ſpare eFgae, and the fat of your luſts ? 
pleaſing ſins, and profitable fins ? Doe you oh- 
ſerve doctrine and diſcipline, matter and manner 
in the worſhip and ſervice of God ? 

You pray, but doe yes pray fervently? You 
pray, but doe ye wa!ch and pray? You heare the 
word of God, but doc ye take heed how ye heave ? 
You receive the Sacrament, but doe ye examine 

our ſelves, and ſo exte? Yougoe to the houle of 
God about holy duties, but doe ye looke to your 
feet, when you approach ſo neare unto God?You 
give tothe poore, but doe you give chearefully ? 
you give, but doe you give liberally? You 
know the Scripture calls for manner as well as 
mat- 
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matter; manner is all in all with God : And fin- 
cerity is ſuch aſpeciall worke of God upon the 
ſoul, that it makes a man laborious todo every di- 
vinething exactly, according te that divine man- 
ner which God in his word preſcribes. 'Tis not 
thus with an bypocrite, he is led by cuſtomes ; 
and makes it a matter of conſcience not to ſwerve 
from theſe, how incongruous ſoever to the werd 
of Ged ; or elſe he isfearcfully given overte a 
carelefle {pirit, to doe divine things , as hits, he 
cares not how; any way, or no way, all is one. 
Or elſe, he is deſperately pinned to his own will, 
being wiſer in his owne eyes thenten menthat 
give areaſon. Thus and thus he will walke, fay all 
the world what they will: is itnot thus with you? 
It you tell me, that yet you hold out weight by 
the ballance of the ſanuary, Iam glad , yet pol- 
hbly you may be one graine too light. Are ye la- 
borious to doc all Gods will, that God may have 
all the glory due 19 his name ? Doe yenot ſacrifice 
to your owne nets, and take the glory to your 
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{elves of your labours, like Herod ? When men 
applaud you, is not this to you, as the rubbing 
of a Parrat upon the head, very plealing, and that 
which makes you bug your ſelves within your 
own thoughts? 7s nor this great Babel which 1 
have built ? Could ſuch athing have been done, 
if I had not done it ? Or could any man have 
done it ſo well as I? Looke jn upon your ſpirits 
before, but eſpecially after divine duties, and ſee 
whether you doe net ſecke your ſelves inthem, 
more then the glory of Chriſt. Doe ye not give 
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| almes to be accounted liberall men, and that the | 
poore 
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poore may applaud yeu for good men, and good 
houſe-keepers? Doe yee not 5/ow atrumper,when 
you give almes ? that is, ſo diſtribute your charity, 
as may be moſt advantagious to yeur owne repute 
inthe world ? Do ye not let your left hand know 
(till what your right hand doth? are ye not dampt 
in your deſignes of charity and bounty, when 
*is to goe forth in ſuch a way, as if it were caft 
pon waters, or into the bottom of a well, where 
no eyecanſee,norno tongue ſpeak of your good 
works, nor ne likelyhood of the leaſt returne? Do 
ye not looke for much obſervance frem ſuch to 
whom you doe much? And repent of your kind- 
neſſe, when men doe net an(wer it in thankfull- 
neſſe? Doe ye eye Chrilts command, and out of 
love to him, give upon all juſt occaſions as unto 
him? Are thoſe thatare religious tendred and 

ſucconred by you 1a their bonds and miſeries, as 

if you wore bound with them, according tothe di- 

vine rule? 

Doe ye not in prayer, morelooke at words and 
expreitions, then to your ſpirits ? Doe yee not 
pray in the market places ? That is, ſo pray that 
others may obſerve yea, and blaze abroad that 
you are very devout perſons ? Are you not indy» 
{trious to pray wcll (as you call it) in publicke, 
and carclefle and pirfuntory, when you pray in 
private? Are yenot more conſtant a great deale, 
in the performance of publique, then inthe per- 
formance of private prayers, where there is no 
obſerver nor applauder but God, which ſees an4 
heares 1n ſecret ? Doe yeenot after prayer hug 
your owne gitts, and admire yourapt expreſſions, 
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Of Sincerity. 
dexterity of utterances and thinke much, that 
you have no more thankes given you far your 
paines ; and that thoſe that joyned with you, 
were no more affefted ? Doe yee not pin your 
ſpirits to your owne acute ſtudied formes, and 
prayers in print, boaſting of things made rea- 
dy to your hand (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks) and 
(cofte at the ſpir:t of grace and [npplication ? Zech. 
12.10. 

Doe ye not preach your ſelves and not Chriſt , 
and more looke at words then matter ; to pleaſe 
men, then pleaſe God ? Doe ye labonr to ap-| 
preve your {elves toevery mans conſcience or to 
every mans fancie ? Do yenot put plaine truths 
into obſtruſe termes, a new coat upon old divi- 
nity, and ſtrive to ſoar in dry Metaphyſicall 
ſtrains, above” your owne and others apprehenſt- 
ou ? Doe ye not b»ild hay and tubble upon the 
true foundation ? the opinions of Fathers and 
Schoolmen, and the tenents of proud time-ſcr- 
vers, whom Ged hath given over to a Spryit of de- 
lufion to believe lies, becauſe they received not the 
truth in the love of it, Doe ye aime at conviction, 
converſion, or oltentation in your preaching ? 
Doth it net almoſt make you ſicke like Ahab that 
your elaborate ſermons in places of eminent note, 
have net yet brought youto a fat living ? Doe ye 
not preach Chr:ift owt of envy, as the A [tle 
{peakes, to bring about your wicked . deſignes, 
and to vend your malitious ſpirits againſt the 
godly ? Doe ye not wrelt the word of Chrift, 
te confirme your time-ſcrving tenents, and to 
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ſo: is this in implicit and Godly ſinceritie ts have 
Jour converſation in the world t 

To you that by what hath beene ſaid, ſee, that 
you are' yet unſound at heart, that you doe not in 
ſimplicity and godly finceritie order your con- 
verſation in this world. IT have three things to 
ſay : Labour to be aftefted with your anſound- 
nefſe:Then judge your ſelves that you may never 
be judged of the Lord : And then beg the cure of 
your foule diſcaſc. 

Firſt, labourto be affeRed with your unſound- 
nefle. This is the killing miſchiete of bypocriſie, 
that it is hard and dithcult, tkreughly to bee 
found out and truly tobe bewailed. Hypocrifie is 
vitinm latens, vitian transfgurans, vitinm ad«- 
lans, & vitinum obdurans : a hidden, a transform- 
ing, a flattering and a bardning vice. 'Tis a hiddeu 
vice. The heart 15 deceiptfull and deſperately wic- 
ked,who can know it (faith the Prophet )T he ſpirit 
of a man may know the things of amay, but deceit 
and guile, this larks and skulks in ſuch hidden 
corners of the heart, that the ſpirit ofman does 
not know it. And hence it is, that multitudes 
think themſelves very ſincere which yet are very 
unſound. A man may diſcerne drunkennefle, 
{wearing, and whoring in himſelfe, and yet all 
| this while, be utterly unable to ſee the hypocriſie 
of his ſpirit : and hence *tis, that you ſhall have 
drunkards, {wearers and where-maſters tocon- 
fefle theſe vices, and yet plead for the goodnelle 
of their hearts and meanings too. 

When the unſoundnefle ef the heart is diſco- 
vered by the word and Spirit of God, then hypo- 
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criſie becomes vicinm transfigurans, a tranl- 
forming vice. The heart ſtrives now, to put 
faire glofles upon foule matters ; to put « beau- 
tifull vizard upon the ugly face of ſinne ; and 
to apeare in the eye of a wakened Conlcience, 
quite of another colour ; or at leaſt nothing 
ſo ugly as the Word af God would make it 
to DE, N 

It this will not ſtop the mouth of com- 
| plaining Conſcience, then it becomes vit:nm 
| adzlans, a fiattering vice. The heart tels cor- 
{cience now, that it is true, things are bad, 
| but God is very good 3 he is not exrreame to 
| marke what is done amifſe ; athouiand worſe 
| perſons have found mercy , and are gone to 
' Heaven, and therefore thou need(ſt net ſo much 
trouble thy telte, O my foules He that be- 
leeves makes not haſt ; \tis time enough yet; to 
| amend all that is amille, and to be as good as 
| the beſt, 

All this while that it is a hiaden vice, a trenſ- 
orming vice flattering vice,'tis a hardening vice, 
| Allthe while hypocgilie Iyes hid, and after it 18 
| di{covered ; and ifts and fiatters, it inſenfibly 
| hardens ; fo that whillt deceiving, the foule 1s 
; miſerably deceived, and then becomes paſt fee- 
| ling,Conſcience being ſeared with an hot iron: that 
ls, God utteriy leaving conſcience, to doe any 
| office any longer for him, in checkirg itch a 
ſhifting (huffling ſinner in bis finfull way, And 
when this worke is done upon any ſfoule, you may 
leave tolling and ring out; for he 3s dead and gone 
for ever. 
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; leait upright ; and theretorc, an hypccrite of all 


| vill; of whom I may ſay, as the Lord ofthe Le- 


w becauſe hypocriſie is of {yvch a ſhuffling 
lubtife natare as this, *tis very hard for a man tO 
become truly ſenſible of it, and thronghly at- 
feted with it; an4i therefore I exhort you 
which are convinced by what was formerly de- 
livered, of your ſoundnefle, firſt to labour to 
be truly {enfible of it, and deepely afteted with 
it. Tis'a vice, that of all vices, puts you into the 
fartheſt unlikenefleto God, and the neerelt l:ke- 
nefle to the Devill, It puts you into the turthelt 
dihm:litude to God, of all vices : for God :s 
moſt upright faith Iſaiah. Thou moſt upright |] 
doeſt wergh the path of the juſt, Iſatah.26 7, v0d 


is moſt wpright, and an hypocrite of all men 


men, is leait like God, and vet moit like the De- 


viathan, He rs K:ng, faith God, of all the c/ i{dren 


ys 


ef pride : So is the Deviil King of all the chijdren 
of hypocriſie. As *tis {aid of God, that he is moſt 
»pri9ht ; ſoit may be ſaid of the Devill, that hee 
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' 15 moſt guiletull; an arch-hypocrite : and there- 
| fore guiletull perſons are molt like the Devili ; and 
| the more guilctull, the more lixe'z and hence is E- 
' [ymas, who was full of all ſubrilty, by way of emi- 


nency, called The chilge of the Devill Oy Saint 
Pzul, who knew well how aptly to ftile hypo- 
| crites. 
' ,Tis avice that turnes a man into a Devil), 
, and God into fury fiercer then the Devill : for 
the Devill is but Gods creature, and therefore 
 tzough his fury bee unexpreſlible by us, yet its 
| linite in it (elite ; but Goes fury againſt bypo- 
| ciiteg 
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crites is infinite ; and therfore you ſhall find bim 
ſpending a whole Chapter, in breathing out woes 
azainlt hypocrites ; and therefore hell as the moſt 
ſuitable place,and the greateſt torments 1n Hell,as 
the moſt ſuitable thing to an infivite fury, is re- 
terved as a peculiar portion for hypocrites. Were 
infinitenefle communicable,and by a infinite crea- 
ture ſuſceptible, no leſle then infinite fury (houid 
hypocrites burne 1n. 

When thon haſt by ſach conſiderations as 
theſe, brought thy ſpirit to be truly affected 
with thy unſoundnefle, then judge tay tcite tor 
it, that thou maylt not bee jadze4 of the Lord, 
Judge tky felte as ene moſt injurious ro Chriit 
and his glory , of all men. judge thy {eife -as 
a Traitor to the King of Kings : as one that halt 
craftily conſpired with the Devill and thine 
owne heart, to kcepe out Chrilt from ruling and | 
reigning in thee : as one that halt ſuvtilly 
tetrayed the honour of God, in every action 
thou haſt performed, ſeeking thy (elfe under pre- 
tence of ſceking him. Judge thy {elfe as a caca- 
ter, that haſt beene cunnirg to dece1ve che godly, 
and thine owne poore toule. Judge thy fcite 
as a ſelfe-foule-murtherer, that halt cratuly 
baffled thine owne Contcience, that Gods Word 
| might not convert and tarne thee from thine 
ungodly courſe, and fo fave thy precious foule, 3 
Judge thy ſelfe as a 1#das, that kiſleſt Chrilt, 
bowelt and cringeſt to Chriſt, and yet betrayeit 
and crucifieſt Chriſt. In a word, } udgethy felte 25 
a right hand of the Devill, by wluch bee bath done | 
a 2reat deale of milchicfe. Judge thy {clfe as a | 
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capitall offender, as a finner of all ſinners the 
chicfe; and then beg pardon. 

And intreate God to cure the foule diſeaſe of 
thy heart. Tell him how leng this diſcaſc hath 
been upon thee ; and what aloathiome creature 
it hath madethee; and what a prime vitall part 
it is faſtened upon ; and how neereperiſhing thou 
art ; and how it is paſt the cure of all other phyſi» 
tians and Surgeons; and that there 15 but one 
way with thee ſpeedily, it then haſt not reme- 
die forthwith from him ; and that thon haſt no- 
thing of thine owne, to ſatisfie him for the cure 
of it : but haſt a friend, Chrilt, that will pay all. 
Remember this , ts begge him, who f1/hroverh all 
mens hearts alike , to mend thy bad heart with a 
new one, according to his promiſe. Only a new 
heart is att upright heart ; and this God hath pro- 
miſed to give, and this thou mult urge, and be- 
lieve, and wait : and this way ſhalt thou be hea- 
I:d, helped, and ſaved, | 

To you which upon examination finde, that 
you doc in /imp:icity ard godly fincerit y,order your 
converſation in this world, T haveoncly this to (ay, 
you dee no more then you ought, and therefore 
there is no place for boalting. *Tis our beauty in 
Gods eye, to be vile in our owne eyes, What ever 
our parts and eadcavours be, Thy uprightneſle of 
integrity,comes faire ſhe:t of that uprightneſfle of 
perfection, in which thou walt created:and there- 
fore when thou halt done all that thou canſt, yet 
fa that rhox art an tnp» ofitable ſervant; a man that 
| comes far ſhort of what thou {bouldlt be, and ot | 


| What once thou walt, 
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But that which I would rather ſtand on a lit 
tle, is this 3 Thou that walkelt fincerely, doſt no 
more then thou oughtelt, and therefore goe on. 
The Apoſtles exhortation to the Hebrewer,thalf be 
mine to you z Looke diligently leſt ry man faile of 
the grace of God, leſt any root of bitternes ſprin ing 
np trouble 10u,and thereby many be defiled Ys I2. 
15. We have that within us, and that without us. 
which wall corrupt our {unplicity, and turne us 


aide from our (incere converſation, if we doe not 
watch over our fclves. Where ſimplicity is, hy- 
pocriſfic 1s not wholly extirpated;lome remainders 
of this foule cvill are 1a the belt heart ; ad theſe 
roots of vitterneſle, if you bee not [t1}] labouring 
to grud up, they will quickly overgiow ſincerity, 
and all goe\{ 18 the heart. 

And as we bave that within us, which will 

"3. . "VE" 

quickely {educe us from that I1mplicity which is in 
Chriſt;{o we bave that without us too, which will 
doe the like, if we be not very watchful, to wit, 
the Devill and his children. Tac Icvillis an arch- 
Apoltate himiclte, and he labours might 2nd main, 
to make all the ſonnes ot wen, to fall from grace 
and £oodneile as he hath dore ; that fo every; 
one may be as neere like himſclte in finne and 
miſery, as may bee. Fe goes abort like a roaring 
Ljon, ſeet;ng whom hee may dev:;tre (faith the} 
Avolile. )A thouſand wiles nath the Devill to cor- 
rupt our ſunplicity ; and hee is more laborious 
bout this, then about any defigne againſt the 
fonle of man. The Devill 15 not to laborious, to 
make a breach apon a mans faith or patience, 
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or the like, as upon a mans fincerity : becaule hee 
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Knowes that every breach made upon this, is a 
ſtabbe tothe heart, which will kill the ſovle for 
ever, if God do not admirably cure it. If labour 
_ accompliſh this deſigne, the Devill will not | 
negled that: hee goes about ſeeking whom he may | 
deveure. It terrours and aftrightments will accom- 
pliſh this deſigne,the Devill will roore like a Lyon, 
againſt a mans ſoule, as if he would teare him ts 
pieces, and ſuddainely throw him into that bot- 
tomlefle pit, without all redemtien. If flatte- 
ry will be more prevalent then terrour, to bring 
about this deſfigne,the Devil will :ransforme him- 
ſelfe into an Angell of light, and promile us all; 
the Kingdoms of the World, to winde us about to 
kim. 

And as the Devill is laborious about this de- 
ſigne, ſo gee hath many apoſtate children, ſuch 
as have /oft that good that they ſeemed to have,and 
theſe, as their father, being more like their father, 
then any of all his children beſide, lavour tooth 
and naile, not onely paſſively by example, but | 
atively by promiſes and threatnings, eſpeci- | 
ally in theſe laſt dayes, to turne afide fſoules 
from ſimplicity in deftrine and manners; and 
by their devilliſh craft have turned away many; | 
ſo that many have made ſhipwrack of faith and a 
good conſcience, and are gone in the way of 
Balaam the tone of Beſor that arch-hypocrice, | 
ſtudyivg and laboring to miſchicte Gods peo- | 
ple, for preferments and honours inthe world; | 
ſpeaking hes in kypocriſic, having their conſcience 
ſeared with a h-t iron, And thertoere tis but need» 
| full and ſeafonable, that 1 exhort you to looke 

to 
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| Of Sincerity, 


to your ſpirits, and take heed of thale pitter roots 
that yee bee not defiled by them. Remember 
what God faith by the Prophet Ez:kie/, When 
the righteous man turneth away from his x: 
ouſneſſe which hee hath done, and commiteth 
guity, all the righteonſnes which he hath dexe, hat 
not bee mentienzd, but im his reſp fe which hee 
hath treſpaſſed, and in his ſin which he hath ſiancd, 
in that ſhall hee dye, Ex#k, 18.24. And if once you 
waxe weaiy of well doing, and decline fincere 
walking o.all thy former iuteg ;rity (hall not {@ much 
as once be mcntioned to thy comfort, but to thy 
terrour often ſhall it be by way of upbraiding, 
mentioned to thy conſcience here, and to the ag- 
gravation of thy condemnation hereatter, as one! 
that halt taſted of the powers of the word tocome, 
of the fweetnefle of the {pirit of grace, an d yer, 
afrer thus, halt grieved,opoled, an d done deſpight] 
againſt it. | 
Having therefore pat your haad to the plough, 
looke not back : having begun in the Spurit, doe? 
not end in the ficth : | having beguane to orcer; 
your converſation lincerely and up:1zhtly, fo 
continue unto the death, what ever you andergoe! 
in life. All affliQions tor righteouincfſe 1ake| 
(hall be toleravle, comfortable, and at leait auy-! 
ment your Crowne. They ſhall bee tolerable; 
when at height : for no triali thall bee above, 
your ſtrength : : Goa ts fauthfull by whom you are 
tempred,who wail with the ris wptation ſhew away to 
eſcapes 
| They ſhall not onely oce toicravle , but they 
thall bee allo comturtaoie, wan at the very 
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ſo ſhall your converſatton abound by Chriſt(as the | 


CA divine Diſcovery 
height.F or as the affliftions of Chriſt abound in You, 


Apoltle faith.) The pre-reception of bitters, makes | 
{yagets the ſweeter, | 

inally, they ſhall be profitable, to angment | 
your Crowne of glory in the lite to come: Bleſſed | 
are ye when perſecuted for righteouſneſſe ſake, for 
great ſha'l be your reward tw heaven ((aith Chrilt.) 
And this reward ſhall come quickly, which addes 
to the worth and excellency of it : Behold, [ 
come quickel y,an4 my reward is with me where fore 
hold tha' faſt which thou haſt,that no man take thy 
Crowge, Revel.3-11- 
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The ſecond Sermon, 


2 Cor.1.1 2. 
For ony rejoycing is this, the | teſtitmonie of outy con- 
ſcience that 1m implicit y and godly fenceritynot 


have had or converſation in the world,and more 
abundantly to you-ward, 


| He ſecond propoſition, now in 


FEOT 2 v5. | | 
>» 7737: order to be handled, isthis, That 


1p © Ya CerRng the ſimplicity er hypocrifie, 


* (/ = Y Conſcience can grve teſtimonicg con- 
1 
\ 


1545 of a mans converſation. Parls con- 
ſcience gave teſtimony with him, 


haved him{clfe in preaching and living, in life and 
doctrine, as a faithfull Minitter of Chrift my to 
oe- 
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with fleſhly wiſdome, but by the grace of God,we | 


| 


| that in mplicity and godly ſincerity, he had be- | 
| 
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of Sincerny 


do. So likewiſe his conſcience bore witnefle with 

im, concerning kis fincere and holy defires, to- 
wards his Brethren and kinſmen according to the 
fleſh. ſay the truth in Chriſt, | lye not, m; conſei- 
ence alſo bearing me witnes in the Haly Ghoſt, that 
[ have great heavin: (ſe and con: 1mua ' ſor -0W 171 887 
heart ; for I could wiſh my ſelfe were accxr (ed from 
Chriſt,for my brethren,my kinſmen acc ord »g to the 
fleſh, Rom.g.1. [obs Conſcience aliogave teltimo- 
ny concerning his integrity. Let me be weighed in 
as even ballancethat God may know mime integrity. 
By this, and many ſuch like expreſſions of his, tis 
molt plaine, that his Conſcience could give teſti- 
mony concerning his converſation, what it was, 
whether good or bad. Davigs Conſcience did the 
like.Thox O Lord (halt judge the people : judge me, 
O Lord, according to my rightoouſueſſe, and accor- 
dmg ro mune integrity that is in me. Alarge in- 
taken of particulars to this purpole,might cafily 
be made, but I rather take another way to eon- 
hrme this point, 

The trati 0: this point(T conceive) will be bet- 


rer contirmed and opened, by (etting before you 
| what conicience 15 z and then you will platnly ſce 
| what con!cience can doe, and doth doe, 1n the 
loule of man. Conicience is better felt then dehi- 
Kc, for ought that 1 can yet finde, among the 

learaed. C enſcience is a part of the underſtanding | 


ticular ations, either with them or againſt them, \ 
lay {>me. Conſcience is areflettion of the ſoule wpon | 
it [e/fs, jay others. Conſcience(iay I) is a nataradll | 
pawer wh ch the ſoule of man hath,above ail unreg- 


ſonabl Fl 


p——— 


—— — 


_— 


in all raaſonable creatures determining of their pare | 


| "WW en wh. 
k 4 I 
= 


FI 


A divine Diſcovery 


46 | 
| ſonable creatures, to compare his ways by ſome rule, 
| and according as h1s wayes agree or diſagree with 
| that rule, ſo anſ werably to beare witneſſe with or a- 
| gathſf him. 
| Firſt, conſcience | ſay I] 1s a natwrall power, &c, 
| My meaning is, conſcience is an ability, where- 
| with God endowed the foule of man by creation, 
' as with other gifts and abilities, for his comfort, 
| if he walked well ; for his terrour,if he walked ill, 
| We may not imagine, that conſcience came not 
| 1nto the World, untill after Adams fall: this were 
| to ſuppoſe Adams. in Paradiſe, to be aman with- 
| out coinſcience. Conſcience indeed as an Acculer, 
| and condemner, came not intothe world, untill 
| after Adams fall ; but Conſcience as an 
| Acquitter, and comforter, was in Adam before 
his fall. As long as Adam obeyed the Comman- 
dements of God, there was no caule that Conlſci- 
| ence ſhould accuſe bim,but as ſoone as hee dilo- 
beved Gods Commandement, conſcience fiew in 
his face, as appcares by his flying trom the face of 
| God. Which plainely ſhews us this truth, that 
| conſcience was 10 Adam before his fall, but did 
' not begin toaccule, till Adam began to lin, 
| Secondly, Conſcience (ſay I) 1s a naturall 
| power,which the ſoule of man hath ©c.Now whe « 
ther this power be in the underſtanding oncly, or 
partly in the underſtanding and partly in the will, 
! tinde controverted among the learned, My o- 
pinion, I here humbly lay dowre, but 1 undertake 
| not to {tate and Jetermice the controverlte, TI his 
power we ſpeake of, | conceiveto be arezie at 
of the pracicke uinderitanding onely, Itanicen- 
: dent!, 
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dently ſeconded by the power of the Holy Ghoſt, 
Saint John confirmes the hirft, that itis 2 refle&t 
act of the pracicie underſtanding onely, where 
ſpeaking of this power in the ſoule, ſaith, And | 
hereby we d» knowythat we know bim,if we kgep his 
Commuandements,1.Tohn.2.3.That is.as if Toh had 
ſaid, We doe view our wayes by the word of God, 
(which is an a& oncly of the underitanding) and 
tinding them to be in ſome meaſure levell with 
that holy rule, we have'this comtortable refleAir 
on backe upon our {oules, taat our faith 1s not a 
fancie, but a faith which worketh by love, and fo 
fincere and ſaving: whichretieftion, is no other, 
as I conceve, but an a& of the underltanding,col- 
lefing a divine concluſion from divine premiſes. 
He that keepeth Gods Commandements, know- 
&h God favingly, that he may ſafely conclude ; 
but I doe keepe the Commandemnts of Ged, this 
I know, for 1 have viewed the Commandments 
of God, and my life by them : and therefore I 
know, that is, I am afjured, that I truly and (a- 
vivgly know God: which is no other, but that 
power in the ſoule which we call conſcience. 
The Apolile Saint Pax/(I conceive jcontirmes 
the !econd, that it is a reftect at of the underitan- 
ding , tranſcendently ſeconded by the Holy G! off, 
where he {aith, 2Ly conſcience bearing mee wit- 
aeſſe inthe Holy Ghoſt | Kom .9.1. T hat 1s,my con- 
icicncetranicendentiy ſeconde\ and aſliiicd by the | 
Holy Ghoſt, doth itrongly teſtifie to my ſoule * 
that I am fall of bowels towards my kinlmen ' 
after the fleſh, and could doe any thing, or (utter 
any thing fer their good, The order according 
to 


A divine Diſcovery 


to which the Holy Ghoſt ſtrikes in with Con. 
ſcience, is this. The underftanding makes « double 
propoſition, one groundeq in the Word of God, 
| the other in the heart of man :as thus, He that 
keepeth the commandements of God, traely 
loves God ; this propoſition is grounded in the 
Word of God , But I' doe keep the Commande- 
ments of God ; this is grounded in the heart of 
man ; And then drawes a concluſion from both; 
therefore I do truly love God. This concluſion 
whilſt holy, and drawn from divine premilles, to 
wit,the Word of God,and the grace of God inthe 
' heart of man ; the Spirit of God ſtrikes in with 
' the ſoule, in making this concluſion, and aſliſts the 
| weak ſoule; ſo that he concludes thus with frong 
| eonfidence, that he truly loves God : and not one- 
| Iy ſecretly afliſts, but ſeconds, and faies the ſame 
thing to man, that his owne Spirit doth. Then is 
| fulfilled that of the Apoſtle, rhe Spirit beares wit- 
| neſſe with our ſpirits, that we are the ſounes of God, 
| If the premitles be corrupt, which the underltan- 
| ding makes ( tor the mind? makes propoſitions 
ſuitable to the light that i81n it, from which to 
| argue the goodnefle or badneſſe of man) then the 
; Divell that lying ſpirit, ſtrikes 1n and feconds the 
| ſoule,ia that corrupt concluſion which he collects 
' from corrupt prixciples, concerning himſelfe z So 
' that now the deladed toule 1s peremptory,and wi- 
\ {cr thenten men that give areaſon; 1n thele is ful- 
| filled that of the Apoltle, T heir mindes and conſci- 
ences berug defiled. 
Thirdly, I attirme Conſcience to be a natural |. 


power, which the toule of man hath | «b2e all #1» 
} 6.4- 
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of Sincerity. 
Feaſonable creatures, &c.\ Brute beaſts haveno 
conſcience,and yet they better (erve Godjn their 
kind,then many of us which have conſcience: Brute | 
beaſts want reaſon, and therefore are not capable 
ſubjects of conſcience ; and yet againſt reaſon and 
againſt conſcience, man oft times docs worte then 
a beaſt, 

Fourthly, conſciegce(ſay T )is a naturall power 
which the foule of man hath above all unreaſo- 
navle creatures [:0 compare hit wayes by ſome rule; 
and according as his wajes agree or diſagree with 
that rule, ſo anſwerably to beare witnefſe with,or a- 
gainſt him. By the former part of this deſcription, 
15 ſhewed unto us, what conſcience is according 
tO its beng in the ſoul: /t 15 awaturall power,&c.by 
the latter part of this deſcription, is ſhewed unto | 
us, what conſcience is according to its office in} 
the ſon], 

The office of conſcience, according to the de- 
{criptien here given, conſiſts in two things Firſt, 


con!Cience Cmpares a mnas wayes by ſome rule .SC- 

condly, conſcience beares witneſſe with or againſt | 
| 4 AN, ACCOTAING AS A 2495 WAYES Agree or diſagree | 
| with that rule, Firſt, 'ay I, conſcience compares A | 
mans wayes by ſome r»/*. 1t the underſtanding bee | 
enlightned w'b the tiuth,to wit,the word of God; | 
then conſcience compates the wayes of man by a | 
perfe@ rule, to wit, the word ot God, But if, 
the underſtanding bee enlightned with narurall 
| and morall principles or ly, then con{c:ence come. 
pares & Mans Waycs according to thele princi-| 
| ples onely, and ſo by an imperfect rule, Fortis; 


| my judgement, with ful auſſion to better, that | 


cons | 
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conſcience in every man followes that ligh* 
which the underſtanding holds upunte it. This I 
know, that a man may, and often doth goe againſt 
conſcience : but conſcience goes not againlt that 
light which the underitanding h: ds up unto 1t. A 
man may outwardly fay this or that, contrary to 
the light of his underitanding, but conſcience in- 
wardly ſpeakes at the {ame time, according to 
that light. I will further cleare this unto you, by 
an apt example. Paz! you know zealouſly perle» 
cuted the Church of God, and his conſcience (for 
ought that I can finde) never checkt him, but 
doubtlefle, rather acquitted hun tor it; I meane as 
long as heremained unconverted. And the reaſon 
I thinke, is futhtciently rendered, where *tis (aid, 
that he did it 1gnorantly, That 1s, according tothat 
light which bis anderltanding held up unto him, 
he thought he did God good {ervice, im ſhesding 
the blood of his Saints, which methinkes makes 
manitelt what I ſay, that conicience (till followes 
the 113ht of the underitanding. 

The Apoſtle Pax! perſecuted the Church of 
Gad, and yet obtained mercy. becauſe ({zith the 
Text) he did it ignorantly : hee did out of con- 
ſcience ( as I may ay) ſhed the blood of the| 
Saints. But now the moſi men have received the | 
knowledge of the trueth ; and therfore if now | 
men perſecute the Saints of God, cither in heart, 
tongue, or hand, they goe againtt knowledge, 
and fo conſequently againſt conicience ; for con- 
ſcience followes the yh: of the under{tanding, 
and fo comes neere the commiting of the unpar- 
donable ſin, tothe committers of which God hath | 

faid, | 


> Of Sincerity. | 
p {aid,there ſhall be no mercy ſhewed,cither in this 
; world, or the world to come. 

mn Here I would have you obſerve this,for the fur- 
a | | | ther clearing of what hath beene ſaid, That the 
G word of God ts the rule by which coſcience compares 
* the wayes of men, ſo far forth as the underſt andimg | 
a6 #u enlightned by the word of God,ana no further. So 
y farre forth as the underſtanding is ignorant of the 
|| | word of God, ſo far forth con{cience is filent. 
»r ||| | As long as Saint Paw knew not luſt to bee a ſinne, 
it || | conſcience never accuſed him for luſt as a (inne. 
as ||| | And this turely is one reaton why many ſhun the 


preaching ofthe Word of God, and the ſtudy 
4 thereof, lelt by encreaſing knowledge, they ſhould 
"|| | excreaſe griefe,as Solomon iaith;!elt by this means 


- they ſhould come to the knowledge of their ſins, 
- | &lo conſcience pull them by the throat for them. 
h Of ſuch as theſe the Apelile Saint Petey ſpeakes, 
by: where he ſaith, Of this rhey are willing ly 1gnorant, 


that by the Worg of God the Heavens were of old. 
of and the Earth, and the World that then was peri- 
hy ſhed, 2.Pc1.3.3,4,5,1 hat is, they did purpolcly doc. 
as much as in them lay,to put out that light which | 
ne || | Was in their underſtandings, which told them | 
he | | *Þat hee which at fiſt made the Heavens by his | 
| | Word, and did by his word deſtroythem with | 


2 water, would one day againe deſtroy them with | . 
| ky Fire and Brimfton : this they did labour to keep | 
"= ||| | themſelves ignorant of, that fo they might with- | 


out check of conſcience go on intheir ſins, | 
- To ſuch as theſe,I maytiuly fay with the Apor | | 
— ſtle, /f our Goſpel be hid,ut #s hid unto theſe which | 
periſh, in whom the God of this world hath blinged | 


the \ 
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the mindes of them which beleeve nor, leſt the light 
the plortons Goſpell of Teſrs Chriſt who is the Image 
of God, ſhould (hige nuto them,2Cor,4.3,;4.He that 
keeps humſelfe in ignorance, that his Conſcience 
may let tim goc en quietly in wickednefle, loves 
to goe to Hell without control, Thou that cant 
net endure, that thy conſcience ſhould reprove 
thee ſecretly, *tis no wonder that thou canlt not 
endure, that thy Miniſter ſhould reprove thee 
publikely. Thou that capt not endure that thy 
Conſcience ſhould reprove thee for fin now, mult 
endure whether thou wilt er no, Conſcienceto 
torment thee for for thy {in hereafter. 

The ſecond thing that I would have you to ob- 
ſerve is,this; That conſcienne doth compare all a 
mans wayes with the rule of the Word,ſo far forth as 
the nnderftarding is enlightened with the Word, All 
that light which the. underſtanding bath received 
fromthe Word of God, Cenſcience takes it and 
makes it arule, by which he meaſures all a mans 
wayes, thoughts, words, and deeds, totry what 
agreement or diſagreemens there 1s betweene 
them and the rule. 

That Conlcience compares the thoughts of men 
bythe Word of God, fo far-forth as the under- 
(tanding is cnlightned by the Word, as well as 
words and deeds, is manifeſt by the language of 
the Apoltle, where he ſpeakes of the Gentiles on 
this wiſe. hich ſhew the work of the Law written 
intherr hearts their conſciences alſo bearing witnes, | 
and their|thoughts'the meane while accuſing or ex- 
cuſing one another, Rom.2.15, Divine light fo far- 
forth as it ſhines into the hearts of heathens, con- 
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exmine theſe.as well as words and deeds, by the 
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ſcience makes uſe of it as a rule, by which to exa- 
mine their very thoughts, and ſa an{werably to 
accule or excuſe them, as their thoughts are found 
to agree or difagree with the rale.S. Fa! likewile 
conturmes this truth. / ſay the truth in Chrift, I lie 
not, my acnſcience bearing me witntſſe in the Holy- 
Ghoſt;that I have great heavines © contiunall ſor- 
row in my heart, for I conld wiſh my ſelfe ſeparate 
froms Chriſt,for my kinsfolks inthe fleſh. Saint Pawl 
here tels us that his conſcience did bear him wit- 
nelle, that his thoughts and deſires were thus and 
thus lincere,reſpetting his brethren ; which con- 
{(cience will never doe, before he hath levelled a 
mans thoughts and defires by the word of God, 
and found them to de (o : by conſequence then it 
is mannifelt, that conſcience compares & mans 
thoughts by the rulc,as wel as his words & deeds. 
Conſcience keeps Court in the heart,and there- 
fore can and deth obſerve our thoughts, as well as 
'our words and deeds. Corfcienge keepes a Court 
of juſtice inthe heart, and fits upon the life and 
'death of the ſoule, which is ten thouſand times 
| more precious then the body ; and therefore will 
(not (ift this and that, and let others things goe, 
| which the word condemnes as well,and as plain- 
ly, as it doth any thing elſe, The word of God you 
know condemns evill thoughts, as well as evill 
words, & not onlygrofle evil thoughts,as thoughts 
of murther, adultery, and the like, bnt vaine idle 
thoughts and theretore conſcience can do no leſle, 


fule of Gods word,to {ce how farre they agree to 
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or diſagree from it. Which work when conſcience 


againſt a man, anſwerably as 4 MANS Waies agree of 
diſagree with this rule ; which is the Jaſt clauſe in 
the de{cription of conſcience, and comesnow ac- 
cerding to order and method to be a little 0- 
pened. 

Conſcience when he hath compared a mans 
wiaies by the rule, and exaQly found eut how 
they agree with, or agree from it; the next thing 
he doth, is, he beares witnefle with or againſt 
a man. This clauſe 1 adde, in the deſcription of 
conſcience; becauſe *is a divine power placed in 
the ſoule of man, to be as it werea Judge be- 
tweene God and man. Conſcience takes no» 
tice of things together with God, and compares 
them by- the rule together with God, and then 
pronounceth {ſentence with or againſt man, for 
God. Firlt 1 fay, conſcience takes notice of 
things together with God : and hence it is, ſay 
the learned, that this power in the ſoule is called 
Conſcience. Scire (lay they ) is ſaid of him which 
knowes onc thing alone, lo as none elſe knowes it 
with him. Ccxſcere 1$ {aid of three or foure, which 
: know ſome lecret together. Conſcrexce there- 
: fore, muſt needs fignthe a combination of two 
at the leaſt, wn the knowledge of ſome ſecret 
thing. Now this combination cannot be between 
man and man ; for man doth not know the 1e- 
crets of my heart, no farthct thea as 1 revealec 
them to him : this combination neither cannot 
be betweene man and Angels, forthey doe not 
know the ſecrets of my heart together with my 
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| Of Sincerity, 

ſelfe. This combination muſt then needs be be- 
tween God and man.God knows all our thoughts, 
T here cannot be a thought hid fron#thee, (aith [ob 
of God. And he knowes all our words and deeds; 
all hings are naked before him,with whom we have 
to doe. And man alſo by a gift from God,knowes 
together with God , his thoughts, words, an 1 
deeds ; and compares them by the rule together 
with God; and then bears witnefſſe with or a- 
gaialt himſelfe to God : and this gift we therefore 
call Conſcience. 

Here note this, That conſcience beares witneſſe 
with or againſt a man, no further then hit wates a= 
gree or diſagree with the word of God. There can be 
no bribing of conicience,to ſpeake better or worſe 
of any man to God, then his waies deſerve, 
Conſcience beareth witnefle againſt a man, when 
having compared the waies of man by the word of 
God, he tindes them to diſagree from it. But here 
poſſibly ſome of you may tay, Doth any mans 
Conſcience beare witneſle againſt himſelfe : a- 
gainſt his owne Land-lord , m whoſe beule ke 
dwels? To this I anfwer, yes. The Apoſtle con- 
| firmesthis, where he ſaith, for hearts condemne 
| #7, God is greater then our hearts, and knoweth all 
things ; If our hearts condemne us, &c. Con- 
ſcience will give teſtimony and ſentence againſt 
the very wombe that beares him, it wicked ; and 
ſo far-forth as he knowes it to be wicked. Con- 
| [cience cannot now give an Exact teſtimony, nor 
an exact ſentence again a ſinner, becauſe the un- 
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and knowing but in part, conſcience yet can doe 
his Office but in part ; but what be does is faith- 
fall and righteous, according to the light which 
the underſtanding holds up unto him. But hereafter 
when we ſhall all appeare before the judgement 
{cat of Chrilt, Chritt will by his Almighty power 
{et up a glorious light in every mans undetſtan- 
ding, fo that they (hall know all things done in the 
body, whether good or evill, as compleatly as 
Chriſt kumiclfe, and then conſcience will ipeake 
as plain and as broad as Chriſt himlelfe: and hence 
*tis that men (hall tad filent betore the Judge of 
all the world. 

The teſtimony which conſcience gives againſt 
a man now, IS Very audibles ſo audible that it cau- 
{eth the merrielt heart, jn the midſt of laughter to 
be ſad. It will make the liouteſt ſinner ſtoope his 
heart to ake and ſhake within bim, and his coun- 
tenance to gather blacknetle. But at the great day, 
it will make every ſinner in Be/hazz.ars calc, and 
worſe,when he ſaw the hand-writing on the wal, 
It will make ſinners at their wits end : to wiſh for 
Alountaines 10 fall xpon them, and cover them, 
or diſpatch them utterly. 

Conſcience bcares witnefle with a man, when 
having compared his waies by the rule, he findes 
that they agree therewith: So audible and fo ſcn- 
ſible is the teſtimony, that conſcience gives now 
with a man, that jt makes him to rejoyce inthe 
nud(t of all outward troubles and hardihips: For 
our rejozcing is this (faith Pan! & 7 tmothy inthe 
midſt of all their oatward troubles) the 1eſtimony 
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rity, wot with fleſhly wiſedome, but by the grace of 
God, we have had our converſation in the world. 
Conſcience ſpake fo loud, and fo plain, and fo 
comfortable, in giving teſtimony with them con- 
cerning their integrity, that they underſtood well 
what he ſaid, and were more comforted by this 
ſtill teſtimony within, then if hundreds without 
had given teltimony with them to their adverſa- 
ries, and {aid they were upright men, But mach 
more audible and comfortable will the teſtimo- 
ny of conſcience with a man be, at the great day: 
but I let that alonetill then, 

At preſent I hope you {ce enough, by this de- 
(cription of conſcience, to cophrme the truth in 
hand, to wit, That conſc:exce ca give teſt: many, 
concerning the ſimplicity or hypocriſie of a mani con» 
verſation, Now the reaſons why God hath given 
unto conſcience this power, are theſe : Firſt, that 
man might have ſomething within him, to com- 
fort or terrifie him, when all things without faile. 
Secondly, that Gods proceedings with man, may 
be by man confeſſed to be juſt. Laſtly, that God at 
the great day,may diſpatch a great deale of weigh- 
ty buſinefle {peedily. 

Firſt, God hath given this power to conſcience, 
to give teltimony concerning the (implicity or 
hypocrifie of mars converſation, that ſo man 
might have ſomthing within hin, to Co.1:fort or 
tercifie him, when all things without him faile. 
If a man walke ſincerely, conſcience will be a 
comfort to hin, when father, mother, husvand, 
wite, wealth, and ail triends faile him. And this 
comfort will be a contiauall feait,ia fainiae ; con- 
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tinuall honour, in diſgrace; continuall wealth,in 
r poverty; continuall liberty, in bands; continuall 
peace, in warre z continuall health, jn ſicknefle; 
continuall eaſe nnder every burden, This was 
meate to eate , to Paul and Trimochy, which the | 
world knew not of, Nay, this was tranſcendent | 
conſolation in the midlt of troubles to Pasl and 
T mothy,which the believing Coriathians dreamt | 
not of: and therefore 'tis, that they thus wrote to | 
them, Oxr rejoycing w this, the teſtimony of onr | 


conſcience, that we have ſincerely ordered our con- | 


werſation in the world. As if they had aid thus, 
Though. we have loſt many comforts,yet we have | 
not loſt all;we baye ſomething within us, which is | 
2 continuall comfort tous, in the midi of all the | 
ſorrowes and miſcries, which we meet witball : 

and that is, the peace of a good conſcience. Andif' 
man walke not ſincerely, conſcience is by divine | 
appointment, to be an accuſer, condemner, an4 in | 
part an executioner of torture upon the delin-| 
quent, in this life. This worme ſhall gnaw within, | 
when things are carried ſmooth without. Tais 

dog ſhall bite and tare within, when all are afraid | 
to barke without. This blood-hound ſhall dog the 

ſinner; let him goe with Caiz into the Land of | 
Nod, into what place he will, or to what imploy- 

ment he will : ſo that proud manſhall tele ſome- | 
thing within, for his wickednefle, when he feeles | 
nothing without. | 
Secondly, God hath given this power to con-| 
ſcience to give teſtimony concerning the (impli-| 
city or unſoundaeſſe of mans convertation ; That 
{o all Gods proceedingswith man, both here and 


here. 
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Of Sincerity, 
hereafter,may be confeſſed to be juſt. One witneſe 
ſaid God,ſhall not teſtifie againſt any perſon,to cauſe 
him to die, Dent.35.30. Iwo witnefles God ac- 
counted ſutficient,to vindicate every ae of juſtice 
amongſt men z but under two, God would not 
allow judicatur? againſt avy man ; that ſo judge- 
ment mught be cleare , the Judge contefled to be 
righteous, and the malctactour ſilent . God the 
ercat Judge of all the world, keeps himſclf to 
this rule, in his proceedings of judicature againſt 
man. Two witneſſes will God have,agaia(t every 
malefactour,to wit, Chrift and Conſcience. God 
doth immcdiately ſee all things done by man, and 
is a witnefle himlelfe, to all that he commits in' 
the bedy, as wegueſle by his owne words, Becauſe 
they have committed villany in [ſrael, and have 
committed adultery with their neighbours wives, 
and | ave ſpoken lying words in my Name, which I 
have net commanded them, even | I know) and am 4 
witneſſe ſaith the Lord, [er 29.23. By this we lee, 
that God the Father {ces ourtins, and is a witaes; 
but becauſe he will not be a witaeſte in his owne 


himſelf, to wit,Chrilt, and conſcience : both very 
true, 

The Devil would willingly be a witneſſe a- 
gainſt man, as an evill ſpirit that knowes much 
by man, but does not know ſs much as the ſpirit 
of man which is in him : and therefore not a fut- 
fcient witnefle. But if that evill {pirit d:d know 
as much by man as mans own evill (ſpirit which is 
in him, yet being corrupt, he would prove a alle 


\ witneflc againſt man ; a Knight of the Polit and 
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iIweare any thing againſt man, to bring a great 
miſery upon him, as is upon himſelfe, if he might 
be admitted for a witnefle,- teh is his diveltth 
hatred an4 malice to all beings better then his 
owne; but theretore Ged will nerradmit of him 
as a witnefie, for, or againlt' a man. Twotrue 
witnetles will God have, one without a mai:, and 
another within him; one in Heaven, and' ano» 
ther in Earth; to wit, Chrilt -ard conſcicace 2 
Behold [have grven him for awitnes to the people, 
faith God the father of Chriſt, J/a.5 5.4. And 
this witneſle is in Heaven, faith Job : Behold my 
witneſſe is in Heaven, Job .16. 15. Not fo in Hea- 
ven, that he is not allo in carth; or as if he were 
ignorant of any thing done in Earth, for then he 
could not be a ſufficient witnelle. /ob ſpeaks to 
Chriſt according to his ſpeciall place of reſidence, 
and that is in Heaven: but Chriit hath a Country- 
houſe here below in our hearts, where he hath one 
abiding continnally,that is equal] te himſelfe , that 
tels him ali, to wit, his ſpirit : fo that Chriſt is 
as competent a witncſle as conſcience, that fits 
as regilter ſtill ia the heart, and nevir (tirs out of 
his place. 

Thete two witneſſes doe, as that man was com- 
manded to doe which had a ſheepe committed to 
bis truſt, and the ſheepe torne in pieces by wilde 
beaſts; he was to bring ſome of that which was 
left; fome horne or neote, or any part elſe that 
was left, tor a witnefle of the truth thereof, F x04. 
22-I:. Thus Chrift and conſcience bring before 
God and the {oule thoſe precepts which wcre by 
| God committed to man, to be kept, and which 
he 
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he hath ſuffered his unruly heart to break to pje- 
ces; my meaging is,{d lively do theſe two witneſ- 
ſes ſet beforethe ſinner, the breach of every pre- 
cept,according/to every circumltance, as ever any 
party.under the Law, could ſet before the awner, 
the tearing in pieces of his cattell, by the limbs 
and pieces thereof, And this being done,divine 
tentence'is given, and the foule muſt needs bee 
ſilent; being 1o. legally handled; and Angels and 
Saints be forced to breake forth and ſay, Righte- 
01 art then, O God, in all thy waies, and holy in 
all thy works. 

Laſtly, God hath given this power to cenſci- 
ence, to give teſtimony concerning mans ſimpli- 
city or hipocriſte, that ſo Gog at the great day may 
diſpatch a great deale of weighty bu/1neſſe ſpeedily. 
And I will come neere to you to judgment, and 1 
will be | a ſwift witneſſe\againſt the ſorcerers, and 
againſt the adulterers and falſe ſwearers, (aith 
the Lord 11.3.5, What the Lord then (pake re- 
ſpeRing a particular judgment, the ſame will be 
(08s proceeding with all atthe grear day. I he 
books ſhall be opened ; Chrilts beoke, and the 
booke of Conſcience; and (ſoin a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye; that 1s, very ſpecdily all things 
ſhall de cleare to Judge and malefactor , without 
troubling Juries, and other witneſſes, as we 
doe here, which would make a long worke, at 
that great afljze; and ail perions be judged and 


{ent to their place, and 1o righteouſly judged, | 
that not one {hail open his mouth to complain. | 


Now this could nor poſlibly be a worke ſpeedily 
done, if Go nad not given this power to Con- 
{ctence 
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ſcience, to refle and give teſtimony, and to bein 
| ſtead of, an4 deter then a thouland witneſſes :be- 
fide,and all debating pro and con,between them. 
The witdome ot God'is here to be admired: far 
he hath made {ach a witnelle to give teſtimony 
with Clri.c tor, or againſt a man, every way fo fit, 
that nothing 11 the world can be judged fo /fit. 
Cariit we matt all confefle to be very fit, tobe 
| Gods Delegate ; becauſe he came out of the bo- 
ſome of od, and knowes exadtly all his Lawes, 
which he bath given manto obſerve, which An- 
gels doc not, and man is a party, and therefore 
both unfit. But the holy Ghoſt cannot be judged 
fit to be mans Delegate,becauſe one with the Fa- 
ther and Sonre,and fo a party in the cauſe. And as 
for Angels, they know not neither the propoſed 
rule exactly, nor the averrations of the Delin- 
quent ; and as for men, they are parties in the 
cauſe, and ſo would juggle together, and {weare 
one for another : or at lealt a5 one fleſh and bone, 
with fooliſh pity ſpoyle 8 City (as we ſay ) that 
is, they would (peake fla:tering and halting, and 
ſo over-turne juitice at lalt, after a great deale of 
| doe with them. Now to prevent allthis danger, 
toil, and ſtirre, God hath created luch a power 
Wichin man as to ovſerve all things done by man ; 
and no leife one with man, then Chriſt is with 
the Father, aai therefore as 1nexceptible a De» 
legate for man on the one ſide, as Chriſt is for 
Golonthe other fide. And thele two of an in- 
(tant, withoat all dilturbancez. diſtraction, or 
turmaile, give in exact cvidence concerning mans 
integrity or hypocriſic; and ſo tpeedily w—_ 
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all clamour, ſentence, and execution, and all 5 
finiſhed ; and the Judge of all the world does 
more weighty buſinefle 1n a moment, and far bet- 
ter then all the Judges inthis world could doe in 
the age ofthe werld. | 
Having thus given you the point, and the 
groands of it ; let us ſee inthe next place, how 
uſefull this may be unto us all. Hath God given 
power to Conſcience, to give teltimony concern- 
ing the ſimplicity or hypocrifie of mans waies? 
Why thenletus all take heed, how we order our 
conver{ation in this world. Give leave to your 
ſouls to thinke nothing, ſpeake nothing, nor doe 
nothing, but what you would bave written down, 
and deliveredin ts the Judge efall the world at 
the great day, When we know a tate-teller is 
neer us, we are very Caretull what we ſay or doe. 
Why? we have alwaies a tell-truth in our b9. 
ſoms, where ever we go, or whatſoever we do; 
who will tell all to the Judge of all the world, 
that we think, ſpeake, or do; and therefore let us 
ivatch over our thoughts, words, and deeds, and 
ſo think, and ſo-ſpeake, and ſo doe, as thoſe that 
looke to nave the comfortable teſtimony of con- 
ſcicnce wichthem, at the great, day of account; 


that in ſimpicity and godly ſinceruy, we have had |- 


eur converſation inthe world. Under the old Coves- | 
nant, God hath a T abernacle of witnes, Which was | 
tne jnner Court where the Arke was, in which ' 
tne Law was, togive teſtimony againlt the I{racs | 
litcs when they did evill.So God hath naw under 
thanew covenant, 4 7 abernacle of witneſſe, and 
chis 15 the 1111er Court, to wit, tþe heart, where 

- Corict 


the 


A aivise Diſcovery 


Conſcience is,to give teſtimony againſt us when 
we tranigreſſe. And therefore let us ſet a watch 
upon our hearts, and tongues, and hands, and in- 
treatGod with David, to bold up our goings in his 
| paths, that our footſteps ſlip nat, Pſa.17.5« 

I note this, becauſe I ſce multitudes live as if 
there were neither Conſcience,nor God,nor De- 
vill, Heaven nor Hell. The ſpeech of the Prophet 
of old, may I fitly here make uſe of. Men were 
then ſo audaciouiiy wicked, that the very ſhew of 
their countenance a14 teftifie againſt them: they de- 
' Clared their fins as Sodew, and hid them nxt : Woe 
wnto their ſoule {(aith God) they have rewarded 
evill unto themſelves, Iſa 3.9, Thus may I ſay 
of multitudes aimonzit us now, the very ſhew 
of their countenance doth teſtjfie againſt them. 
The wanton eye, the fiery eye, the drowlie wal- 
ling cye,the burly malmley noſe, the painted face, 
antick poltures geſtures and faſhions.do all as [obs 
wrinkles in his face, teltite againſt thouſands, 
that they little lay to heart this doArine, 7 hat 
Conſcience can ſpeak and tell all their domgs :6 God, 
Proud Hamax:time-(crving Doegs, drunken Na- 
| bals, whoriſh Jeſc:bels, ſcotting Ihmaels, declare 

their ſins as Sodom, and hide them not; and as 
for conſcience, turne him off with a glaſle of 
ſack, and a play-houle. 

But let me ſay totheſe wretches, with the Pro- 
phet, Woe unto therr ſouls. for they have rewarded 
evili un:othemſelves. You have made a long, 
black, bloody bill, tor Coatcience to open againit 
you, the la{t day of this Terme, to wit, at death ; 

which thall be tryed the firlt day of the next 
| Terme, 
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Terme, to wit,as ſoon as you are out of the bedy: 
and then will Conſcience give teſtimony, fo 
(trongly againſt you, that jf you would give ten 
thouſand rivers of oyle, nay, if you would give | 
the fruit of your body for the fin of your foul, it 
{hall doe no good ; the cauſe ſhall goe againſt you, 
and ſcatence ſhall be pait upon you s and then 
{hall you knew by wotfull experience, the mez- 
ning of that place, Kom.2.5. But after thy hard- 
ne: and impenitent heart, ireaſureſt up unis thy ſelf 
wrath againſt the day of wrath, and revelation of 
the righteous Jnag ment of God, | 

Wherefore three things | would give in coun- 
ſellto you all ; ſeeing Conſcience can give tefti- 
mony concening the ſiwplicity or hypocriſie of 
mans waies, ſuſpend him not ; fleight not his 
language; but give diligent attention to what he 
faith, Let us not ſtop the mouth of Conſcience, 
ſceing he can ſpeak, andtell us what we are. 
Many there are that labour to ſtop the mouth of 
Conſcience, when he tels rhem plainly of their 


ſinnes, and to deltroy that divine power which 
Cenſcience hath, to ſpeak in them, and tothem. | 
The Apoltle Petey gives us « hint of the{e, where 
he faith, Scoffers ſhall come in the laſt time , and 
ſhall ſay, Where is the promiſe cf his comming. For 
this (faith he )they are wllmgly ignorant of, that 
by the word God, the Heavens were of eld, 2 Pet. 
2.5. When Conſcience told thoſe ſcoffers, that 
would live in their fins, and ſcoffed at the day 
ot Judgement, ſaying : Where is the promite of 
his comming 3 that God made the world by his 
Word, and drowned it quickly by his Word, 

when 
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when it was overſpread with wilfull wickednefle; 
and therefore you have like cauſe, to look tor like 
ſwift miſery, for as mach asyou are ſo wiltully 
and deſperately wicked. This ſharpe and plaine 
language of Conſcience, they could not endure, 
and therefore willingly laboured to darken this 
divine light, and to ſilent this faithfull Houle» 
Chaplain, Thus it is with many ſinners now z 
Conſcience now and then, delivers ſtinging lan- 
] guage to their ſouls, for ſuck and ſuch finnes , and 
then they ſet to lift this Faithfull Monitor out of 
kis place; and becauſe they cannot poſſibly doe 


ſtrive to gag his mouth, and kill him ; by running 
wilfully into wickedneſle, againſt all checks and 
reproofs of Conſcience, and triends, as men des 
ſperately religning up their ſouls to the Devill,be+ 
cauſe God will not humour, and ſatisfie them in 
their owne waies : and fo ſhipwrack Faith, Con- 
ſcience, Soul, and all for ever. That which oft- 
times followes upon this, is ſelfe-ſtabbing, ſelfe 
drowning, ſelfe-hanging, ſelfe-poyſoning, and 
the like. 

This is crying wickedneſle, and incurable wic- 
kedneſſe.”Tis crying wickednefle to firive to gag 
and kill Conſcience. 'Tis Det cidizm, to murther 
God. Conſcience is ne other but Gods Vicege- 
rent inthe ſoule, or rather , Gods juliciary pre- 
ſence in the ſoul. So far forth therefore as a man 
wilfully doth injury to this, he doth commit high 
Treaſon againſt the King of Heaven. *Tis to [tab 
the Judge of all the world as be fits. upon the 
Bench, ſpeaking Law and Juſtice , which 


a 


this, being ſo immediately indued by God, they | 
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very nature abhors, as deſperately deviliſh. 
And*tis incurable wickednefle - for*tis to de- 
ſtroy the firſt medinm of converhon , by which 
the holy Ghoſt works in man,to gag and kill Con- 
ſcience. The t:r{t thing that the Spirit of God 
deth when he comes to convert a {mner, is to 
cenvince his Conſcierce, and to make that ſting 
him for his ſins, and then {tir him up tolong at- 
ter,and to ſeek for Chriſt ; and then gives taith 
in Chriſt, and fo {ſaves the ſmner. Now he that 
ſtrives to filence Conſcience,underminds his own 
ſalvation, in the very foundation and firſt ſtone 
thereof ; He doth wiltully and wickedly prevent 
kis owne ſeule- of all the good that God doth in 
this way to bring ſinners heme to himſelfe. Thou 
doelt little conſider, O deſperate wretch, what 
great wickedneſſe thou committeſt, that ſtriveſt 
togag and kill Conſcience. Thou committeſt 
douvle murther, in a fpirituall ſence; which is 
murder of the higheſt kinde : thou doeſt murder 
God and thine owne fſoule ; and therefore I be- | 
leech you all to take heed of this practice. Sce- 
ing God hath given Conſcience ability and arm 
to ſpeak, let him ſpeak freely, though he ſpeake 
never fo tharply and plainly, and doe not check 
him. 

Nay doe not flight bim : which is the next 
thing I would a little preſie upon you. A man 
that can ſpeak and {peak to good purpole,though 
he be an enemy, we ſo far honour him, as to let 
. bim ſpeak out fully what he 'hath ts fay, ar4 not 
turn away the care from his: ; give but this ho- | 
hn to Conſcience. Many degle with _— 

ences 
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ſcience. Many deale with Conſcience, as Pelix 
did with Pas; be willingly heard Paw/a while, 
concerning the faith of Chrilt ; but when he came 
to reaſon of righteouſneſſe, temperance, and 
judgment to come, he let Felix into atremoling; 
& then ſaith he to Pawl, Go thy way for this time, 
when [ have a convenient ſeaſon, I will ſend for 
thee, Afti. 24-25.50 many will keare Cenſcience, 
whillt he gives teſtimony with them,of this good 
thing,and that, which they have done, and it may 
be whilelt he tels them of lefler faults ; but when 
once he comes to reaſon throughly with them 
about thcir ſins, which are as deare as right eyes, 
and right hands unto them, and threatens them 
home wrth judgement to come t when he tels them 
of that righteou/nefle and temperance which the 
word commands, how much they have negleted 
it, and what they are liable to for it, and fo ſets 
their ſouls into acold ſhaking ſweat, then they 
have enzugh of Conſcience, and they turne their 
earcs and mindes to ſome other matters; and ſend 
Cenſcience away, till they be at better leiſure - 
= isno other, but to ſleight Conſcience in his 
place. 

F God will make ne other of this, but contempt 

of bis prime Court of Jnſtice here below, and 

thote that fit chicfe there, as for him ; and thou 

wilt find no other, but a great deal of ſecra ſoul- 

miſchief by this. God hath no ether Court here 

below, but the heart of man; and no Judge in this 

Court, bnt Conſcience : and Contcience being 

Gods chicte Judge, wilt thou hearken to kim 

when thou plea{ſelt ; and when thou plcaſclt, 

turne 
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turne the deafe eareto him ſay what hee will? 
Doſt thou think that God ſwears Judges tor this 
lower circuit; which know not Law, nor how 
to ſpeak upon the bench worth the hearing? Do- 
eſt thou think thy ſelfe too great to be arraigned 
by Ged? and to antwer to fuch interrogatories 
vs he ſhall put unto thee ? 

As God will make no other but contempt of 
this, ſo thou wilt inde no other but a great deale 
of ſecret ſon]-miſchiefe by this. To tleight the 
veyce of Coalcience, is the ready way to bring 
the ſoule into ſecurity and preſumption, which 


are unſenfible damning eviis. When there was no |. 


Kmg in /ſrae/, nor Roya.l Courts of Judicature, 
every man did what was right 19 his owne eyes; 
So when this Royall Court of Conſcience is 
Ceighted, the ſoule will grow fearlefle and care- 
lefle,and man will give leave to himſelf;to think, 
and ſpeak, and doe as he liſteth, and yet promrſe 
peace ts himſelfe, though hee live in the wicks {- 
neſſe of his owne heat ; then which, what can 
be agreater ſoule-evill? 

Wherefore honour God, in his Royall way 
of Judicature : and ſecirg he hath appointed an 
able Judge in thy Soule, of thy wayes ; ſlcight 
bim not, but di{1gently hearksn to what be ſauh ; 
which isthe laſt thing I woald a litt'e pretle up- 
on you. Conſcience can ſpeake better of thy 
wayes then any man can doe : therfore give him 
leave to fpeake , and diligently ovlerve all his 
words, & tell me what he ſaith to thee, Doth he 
not tell thee, that thou art a drunkard, an adul- 


terer, a wearer, a prophaner of the Lords Day, 
F an 
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an unjuſt dealer, a ſelfe-ſecker, a time-ſerver, a 
man that ordereſt thy devotion and converſation 
{utable to the times, a man thar makeſt thine own 
ends thy ayme, in all thy ations ? Deth hee not 
tell thee that thou art an idle perſon, a buſte- 
bo-ty, 2 railer, a ſcofter, and malicious perſon? 
Or what js itthat Conſcience ſaith unto thee? 
For hee peaks tone man elſe but to thy felte, fo 
taittitull and diſcreet is hee an1 therefure I can 
enquire of none but of thy ſe'te, O fanrer, what || |. 
Conlcience ſayes anto thee Conſcience can give fi | 
tekimony with or agairiſt thee ; prethce hear- (ff |; 
ken to him, and tell ine what hee laith When 
Chriſt was arraigned, and ſtood ſtill and faid ue-| 
| thing, the high Pricſt aroſe ſaith the Tex: ) and] 
{ail unto him, A#ſwereft ihon nothing? What u« it| 
| which theſe wirneſſe againſt thie ? Maith26.62. | 
| So ſay Ito you, Conſcience doth arraigne you 
| row and then,and be doth give teſtimony ; what 
' teſtimony is it that he gives ? Is it agaiuſt you, or | 
with you ? _ 
| If againſt you: what js it that hee accuſes you! 
' of, and condemnes you for ? Doth he condemn 
' thee for the vanity of thy thoughts, fur the lev .ty| 
of thy words aad deeds? Doth he condemn thee| 
forthe pride of thine heart, or for the pr de of 
thine heart and life both ? Doth hee condernne| 
| thee for the ſhedding of innocent bloud?for icot-| 
| fing and perſecnting the wayes of God ? Doth| 
; he cond: mne thee tor hogging ſome ſecret ſinne, 
which the word ditallows? or tor thy ſuperfict- 
| al peitunory pictie ?£ Whutfocver Conley] 
| EDCc accuſes and condeuins thee for, honour 
this! 
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this' Vice-Roy fo farre, as to weigh thorowly 
what he ſaith ; and callto minde thy wayes, and 
conſider whether they have not been fo as Can- 
{cience faith: and if ſo,then compare what Con- 
ſcience ſaith of thy courſe, with the Word of 
Ged ; and if Conſcience within, and the Word 
of God without agree in one, in what they ſay 
againft thy courſe, doe thou ſtrike in with thy 

onſcience and the Word of GoJ1, and ſay of 
thy (clte and wayes, asthey ſay, and joyne with 
them in judging and condemning thy {cite and 
thy courſes, 

And then beg the Lord that he will not ſtrike 
in and judge thee too ; for it he judge thee too, 
thenthou art gone for ever. Tell him,that though 
thou halt ſinned, yet Chriſt hath died ; and 
here hold. And then beg him to cleanſe and cure 
thy wicked heart, that thou mailt goe, and ſinne 
no mere lclt a worſe thing betall thee ; namely, 
to be delivered from the hands of a condemning 
Conſcience , into the hands of a condemning 
God, who w:ll teare thee in pieces, and there will 
be none to deliver. 

If Conſcience give teltimony wita you, that 
you are pxre and upright, as he uſcth the expreſhi- 
oato Fob,that in ſimplicity and godly (ncerity.you 


have had your converſation in the world ; why 
then weigh your waics by che Word of God, and 


| ſee whether the Word of God faith the {ame of | 


your Waics which C onſcience doth ; it io, why 
then do you ſtrike in too, and ſay as Conſcience 
and Gods Word doe, ani fo owne Gods great 
work cf grace in yaur hearts, un making them 

: F 2 upright ; 
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upright ; and think that thou canſt never declare 
love enough to God , which hath declared fo 
much love te thee, as to make theg a man after 
his 6wne heart, to be a compenion for his @wne 
Son and Selfe, in grace and glory. 


Cm 


The third Sermon, 


2 Cor. 1. 12. 
For our rejoycing 18 this,the(_te ftimony of our con« 
ſcicnee ] that in ſimplicity and godly funcerity, 


not with fleſhly wiſedome, but by the grace of 
God, wee have had our converſation in the 
world,and more abundantly to you-wards. 


He third propoſition , which 
Jy; now according to order & me- 
tkad,corhes to be hadled is this, 
| T ht conſctouſues to our ſelues, 


y' of rh: fmplicicity & ſincerity of 


| 


CES. Bots okr converſation, will yield us 
joy iti e miiſt of troubles. Pauls and Timothies 
; Conſcience giving teltunony with them,concer- 
| ning the ſimplicity ad ſincerity of their conver- 
| fation, made them to rejoyce inthe midſt of all 
' thetroublesthey underwent, For our rejoycing is 
this, the teſtimony of our Conſcience, that in /1w- 
plicity & godly ſincerity, we bave had our conver- 


ſation in the world, I think the Pfalmiſt points at 
this truth too, where hee faith, Z:0 the wprright 
there ariſeth light\ in the darknes]&c.PÞſ11: 4: 
By the darknes,I conceive he means troubtes and 


injuries 
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injuries from wicked men, which becaule they 
are more vehement then many other troubles 
are,T he mercies of the wicked berng cruelties,the 
Plalmiſt elſwhere cals them, The torrows of hel, 
ashere he cals them ci; che darknes i now in 
this darknes, tho the darkxes, that is very fharp 
miſcry,yet there arileth /zg/t i» it ;by light I con- 
ceive is here meant comtorr and joy from Con- 
(cience, giving teſtimony concerning their up- 
rightnes,as attended with the Spirit of g/ory & of 
God,as Peter cals the holy Spirit of contolation, 
If you conceive not this Scripture plain enough, 
to conſent with my T ext,read Davrds language, 
Ffal.7.10,11. Hy defence us ef God, which ſa- 
veth the upright in heart God judgeth therighte- 
ous;& God is angry with the wicked every day, 
As if David had 1aid, This is my comfort in the 
midit of all the trouvles & tears 1 am in,that my 
conſcience tels me,my converſation in the world 
hath becn led according to the dictate of an ape 
right heart,no way injurious tc theic lons of Be- 
liall, which ladour tobe every way 1njurious to 
me;and therefore Iam furethat God which is al- 
wayes a defence unto the upright, will be a de- 
tence unte me ; God conſiders the waies of the 
upright, and {miles upon their fouls to their great 
conſolation,when the world frowns, :his 1 inde 
by experience;but rotten wretches God is conti= 
nually angry with, and this he will firſtor lait ([] 
am ſure)inake them to know with a witnes. So-' 
lomonlikewile conſents to this as a truth;to wit, 
That the te!timony of conlcieace concerning the 
ſimplicity of mans coverſacion, wil yicld him joy | 
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in the midft of tronbles, as we may colleQ from 
bis language, Prov-15-23, A man hath joy ((aith 
he) by the anſwer of #4 mouth. When a Man up- 
en every occafion ſpeaks ſincerely, Conſcience 
within cheers and comforts a man whatſoever 
follows upon plain dealing to the outward man. 
"Tis me thinks as if So/omox had (aid, Let a man 
ſpeak ſincerely upon all occaſions, and hee ſhall 
be {are to find his Conſcience comfort him in 
the midſt of all troubles that may follow uponit. 
Troubles arc either naturall , or accidentall, 
Natarall troubles I call ſuch as men are born unto 
by reaſon of finne. By the fall of Adam, man # 
born to troubles as the ſparks flye npward, Job.5.7. 
to troubles in body, in foule, in husband, in wite, 
in children, in ſervants, in kindred, in friends, in 
ſubance, in all things that are given man for his 
good. To the juft at well as unjuſt,- come trou- 
bles in all theſe ; onely here is the difference, 


_ 


conſcienciouſnefle of ſimplicity and fincerity 
{weetens all thoſe to the godly, , wheras the wic- 
ked inult ſwallow them 1n their full bitterneſle, 
That Conſcierce, which tels a man thit in fim- 
plicity and gocly {incerity he hath had his conver- 
{at;on 1n the werld, will alfo tell him, that all. 
rrou'-les in the fieſb, ſhall work together for the 
good of his Spirit;and thatod will give ſtrength 
to beare them, and a ſcaſonable deliverance out 
of them ; and this ſweetens theſe vitters. That | 
conſcience, which tels a man, that in ſimplicity. 
and godly fincerity, he hath ordered his conver- 
lation 1n the world, will tell him alſo, that 'cis a 
wile and gracious Father that doth thus, and | 

thus , 


ot 
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Of Sencerity, 
thus afli& him ; yea, Conſcience now and then 
ſhewes the ſoule the bright beames of Gods (m- 
ling countenance, that he may fee that tis indeed 
a reconciled Father which doth atfiit ; and this 
like Jonathans bony revives much, and fe:ches 
life in ſwoening, fits, under great troubles. T hat 
conſcience which tuld Job that hee was ſincere, 
told himalſo in the mndit of all his troubles, chat 
his Redeemer lived, and he {hould ſec him with 
his fleſhly cies; moreover it told kim, that whe: 
Goed had tried him, 1har hee ſhonld come forth as 
gold. This ſugered his bitter potion, and (wecc- 
ned every bitter drug he'took. ! he hc may, bee 
ſaid of David ; his Conſcience t.>!d him that ue 
was upright ; and this, Conſci:nce told him auto, 
that God was his God ; Thes are my God, and [ 
will prarſe thee : thou art my God, and | will exalt 
ther, Plalm.118.28.andthat God would /:gir Li 
candle,and enlighten his darkneſſe *: that is, turne 
all his ſorrows into joy, and his troubles into! 
advantages ; and this made every burthen eaſie, 
Thus we ſee, that conſcioulnelle to ow: {cives of 
the ſimplicity of our courle, vields comfort in 


all troubles for ſinn=s ſake, which I callnaturall 


troubles. 

Troubles cauſed by Religion and religious 
walking, which I call accidentall troubles, be- 
cauſe by accident,not of its proper nature, Reli- 
gion exaſperates wicked men againlt as, theſe 1 


conceive ny Text principally points at ; and as 
for all theſe, though the hercelt kind of troubles, 
and therefore called by Dav:d, T he /orrowes of 
hell,yet if a Chriſtian hath but the voice of con- 
r4 {cicnce 
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ſcience with him, that hee hath walked fimpl 
and ſincerely in the world, this will keep his 
head above water, thouzh theſe waves be never 
ſo tempelinous : this will make 2 man fing in a 
dungeon at midnight, as Paxl and Silas did; this 
will make a man imile in fiery flames, as ma- 
ny of the Martyts did :; this will make a man 
alwayes rejoyce in the midit of all forrows ; As 
ſorrowfull, zet alwayes rejozcing, 2 Cor. 6, ro, 
Sorrowtull alwayes were the Apoſtles of Chriſt, 
ſuch hard utage they alwayes met withall from 
the world, for the Golpells ſake ; and yet in 
the midſt of all, joyfull, becauſe of that ſweet 
peace Which their Conſciences ſpoke unto 
them , that they were not ſuch as the world 
jadged them to be, but were ſimple and fin- 
cere in lite and doctrine ; and (o this Scrip- 
ture ſounds the {ame in ſenſe and ſubſtance with 
my Text : For ouy rejoycing & this, the reſti- 
mony of our Conſcience, that 1n ſimplicity and 
godly ſincerity, not with flejhly wiſedome, but by 
the grace of God we have had orr converſation in 
the worll. 

You have ſeen now,in what troubles the teſti- 
mony of Conſcience, concerning a mans ſim- | 
plicity, will rejoyce a Chriſtian. 1 will in the | 
next place fhew you, what rejoycinz it 1s that | 
the teſtimony of Conſcience will yield a man in| 


trouble. Joy is cither ſenſual or ſpirituall, Sen- | 
ſuall ;oy 1s a meer and raked joy in the creature, | 
o far as it pleaſeth the ſenſes. Ot this joy ſpeaks | 
Solomon, where he ſaith; That hee with-held 
his heart from n2 jo), Ecclel. 2.10. That 1s, any 
chin | 
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Of Sincerny, 
thing that might delight any ſenſe, hee get to 
him - he had mer fSngers and women ngers, and 
all the delights of the ſonnes of men, Thus to or- 
der a mans converſation, is to live ſenludly and 
not ſincerely ; and therefore Conſcience gives 
teſtimony againſt this man, and uot with him; 
and ſo conſequently checks and curbs this joy, 
and not cauſeth it : Conſcience dainps this mirth 
much, by griping the ſpirit now and then, in the 
midlt of laughter. 

Sprritnat joy, ts the ſonles rejoycing in God, As 
reconciled in Chriſt, : 

Spiritual joy,is the Souls rejoycing in God,'5c. 
Divine joy is therefore called ſpirituall, becauſe 
the ſudjeRt of it is a ſpirit, and the ov5jet of it is 
a ſpirit, and all the waniteſta.1ons of it ſpiritual. 
The ſubject of divine joy, is the ſpirit of man. 
Divine joy doth not take enely the care, or the 
eye, or the talte, or the {mell, as carnall joy doth, 
but the heart x Let the heart of :hem: rejoice, that 
ſeek the Lord, Pal. tos, 3. The heart is broken 
for ſinne, and this is made to rcjo7ce in Gods 
mcrcy, as a pardoner of ſinne ; the ſame bones 
which are broken, are made to rejoyce, Make we 
to hear joy and gladnefſe,that the bones which thou 
haſt rh as may repyer, Plal.51.8. Davids heart 
was ſo overcharged with ſorrow, that his bones 
were ready to break in his bady, and in this hee 


gaine. As ſorrow isno forrow,ualeſle it take the 
heart ; ſojoy 1s no joy,unl-tle 1t warm che {pirit. 


And therefore ſaith David, My ſoule jhall bee 
J9J® 


deſired tome divine refreſhing, that fo all things , 
out of order might be quieted and compoſed a- | 
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joyful in the Lord,[it] ſhall rejoyce in hi ſalvation, 
Pial.35.9. x 

God doth heneur that in man with joy, with 
which man honours him by obedicnce ; now, the 
ſoule of the upright obeyes Ged. My ſoule hath 
kepr thy Teſtimonies and I love them exceedingly, 
Ptalm 119.167. and thertore God made Davids 
ſoule to rejoyce, [ del:ght to dee thy will, O God, 
yea thy Law ts within my heart, P(.40.8.The Law 
of God was within Davids heart, and therefore 
the joy of God was within his heart too. Hy 
crites doe not with their ſoules keep Gods teſti- 
monies : their rightcouſneſle is ike Ephraims,an 
outſide rightcouſncfte that vaniſheth, and ſo an- 
{werably God giveth them an outſide ſuperticiall 
Joy, that ſoone vaniſheth and periſheth. They 
doe not ſet their hearts aright to obey God, as 
Davidalcth the expreſſion, Pſa/.78.8. and ther- 
fore Ged doth not tune and let their joy aright, 
ſo that it jarres at the beſt ;their ſpirits and their 
faces are not awaics merry together;in the midſ? 
of laugbrey their hearts gripe them, 

Divine joy takes the ſpirit of» man wholy, an4 
oft-times imzmediat ly. Divine joy takes the ſpirit 
of man wholy when at loweſt, A dram,a ſpackle, 
theleaſt meaſure of divine joy that can be tho!ight 
of, revives and makes glad the whole {pirit of 
man,as a drep of krong Water warms the whole 
heart. Hence is, that David when he had but 
a drop of divine joy diſtilled into his heart (as'tis 
but a drop of this heavenly liquor, that our weak 


21ddy ſoules can beare, whiltt here below) pre- | 


{cntly he breaks out as a man warmed all over ; 
i 
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I wil praiſe thee, O Lord, with my whale beart, I 
will how forth all thy marvellona works, Pſal.g.1. 
The like phraſe you ſhall find David often ſpeak- 
ing in. David found bis whole heart warmed by 
thoſe ſparkles of divine jey, wiich God ftrooke 
in his darke dolorous heart, and this fetcht life 
in him (till, when ready to faint and ſwoon, and 
then all he retarned te God again which he gave 
him ; God warmed kis whole heart with joy,and 
he returned his whole heart ts God in chankſgi- 
ving.. Divine joy warmes all that is within, and 
all that is without, ſoule and body, and ſets both 
at worke to praiſe God. Praiſe the Lord, O my 
ſoule, and all that is within me praiſe his holy 
Name, Pſal,103.1. All that was within David, 
was warmed with divine joy, and therefore all 
that was within him, hee would have ſhould re- 
turn thanks and praiſe unto the Lord. Elſewhere 
he cals upon all without big. ,5»d my ſoul ſhall be 
jorfull 1m the Lord, it ſhall rejoyce in his ſalvation : 
this is for all within him : then in the next verſe, 
faith he, AH my bonzs (hall ſay, Lord who « liks 
wnto thee ? Pſal.35 .9,10. Divine joy warmes all 
that is within a man, and all that is without : it 
warms (pirit, fleſh, and bones ; the whole man, 
and ſets all on fire to praiſe the Lord. 

As divine joy takes the Spirit wholly, (o it oft- 
times {eiſes upon the Spirit :a2mediately,breaking 
forth in the heart as lightning, without any cer- 
taine known medium,by which to come into the 
ſoule. David doth darkly hint this, where hee 
laith, Rejoice the ſoule of thy ſervant for unto thee 
O Lord doe I lift up my ſoule, Pſalrr,$6.4. Thon 
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needeſt not this to ſpeak in, or tliat creature to 
work by, to revive a'droeping ſpirit, as if the 
Pſalmiſt had ſaid, Thou canit pat joy and glad- 
neſfe into the {ad (oule of man,by thine own im- 
mediate' work, as well as if forty Miniſters were 
imployed : this I believe, that none without thee 
can rejoyce me,but thou without any other canſt 
do it;and therfore unto thee do I lift up my ſoul. 
Sometimes God doth work by ſecondary means 
and infcriour inltruments; to rejoyce the ſouls of 
mourning ſinners, as David would have com- 
forted Hanwn by his meſſengers : at other times, 
hee will make uſe of none but ig own Spirit, to 
beare wit neſle with our {pirits that wee are the 
Sons of God, and walk before kim as obedient 
children, and fo rejoyces the ſoules of his people 
in troubles, T hus did God rejoyce the foule of 
Paul and Timothy, in their troubles and forrows: 
by the Almighty work of his Spirit, hee aflured 
their ſpirits, that they were his, and that their 
wayes were pleaſing to him ; which made them 
thus to ſpeak, inthe mid(t of miſerics, Oxy re- 
Joycing is this, the teſtimony of tur Conſcience, 
that m ſimplicity and godly ſincerity, net with | 
fleſhly wiſedome, but by the grace of God, we have 
had our converſation in the world, c. ; 

Secondly,divine joy is called ſþ:r:r#a/zbecauſe 
the object of it is a ſpirit. The obzet of divine 
yoy is God, who is a Spirit,faith John. Divine joy 
hath God for its immediate obje&, and all other 
good things as beains of this Sunne, asſtreames 
from this tountaine, as mediate objects comming 
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jeRof divine jey, Moſt true 'tis, that God hath] 
alwaies in his right hand heaven; andiinhis left 
hand earth, to wit, all the Kingdoaes: of this 
world,to beltow upon whom he will; buthad:he ; 
neither, er would hee part with neither, 16 any! 
belide himſclfe, but keepall in bis own hand, yer 
an upright man would: joy in him, , and deſire no 
better objet to let out his affe&ions upon. A/- 
though the Fig-tree ſhall not bloſſomee, nenher | all 
fruite be in the Vines,the labour of theOlives ſhall 
faile, & the field ſhall yeeld no meat,tht Flock ſhall 
be cut off from the Folds, and there be no. Herdiin | 
the Stals, jet [ will rejoice in the Loxd:; I will joy 
in the God of my ſalvation, \aiththe' Prophet. , 
Hab.3-17 18. Habakksk will riſe in, judegement * 
againlt a thouſand thouſand ſoules, wh'ch would 
never judge God worthy to be lookt after,much 
lefſe delighted in, if he had not-Corn and Wine, | 
Heaven andEarth to beſtow uport'his tayourites. 
This Text I conceive is 2 plain teftzmony , that 
God alone is the oljeR of divine joy »that is,not | 
Godas very wealthy, and very bountifull, but as 
very holy, and an abſolute compleate being, a- 
bove all things beſide him. This was eas jny.to 
wit, jn God alone, as he whom hisConſ{aience, 
told kim, he ſerved fincerely, though weakly. 
Upright men eye the Divine rule 18 their re- 
joycing, as well as in all other things. Now the 
Divine rule of. oy, is, that it ſhould-be bounded | 
and terminated in God, Rejyce in the Lord yee 
righteow,Pſal,g7.1 2. This rule is repeated again 
and again in Scripture, to note how apt wee are 
to rejoyce in creatures, and finngs which wo | 
| worſe 
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worſe then any creatures, and not in Ged : as al- 
ſo to note, how ſtritly God lookes at this, that 
-we ſhould encly make him the objeR of oar joy, 
and all other good things as bears of the Sun,as 
bleſſings from his hand ; and fo conſequently to 
rezoyce ſtill,as long as we have communion with 
God, and our Conſciences witneikng with us 
that we fincerely ſerve him, though we have ne- 
thing elſe in the world beſide him, as Paw! and 
T imothy did. For our rejoycmg i this the teftimo- 


| wy of our Conſcience, that 1m ſimplicity and godly 


fineerity not with fleſhly wiſdombut by the grace of 


| God,we have had our coverſation in the world,&c, 


Thirdly, divine joy is called ſpijric»alt, becaule 
all the manifeſtations of it are ſpirituall. They 


| that have this joy in their hearts, do not let their 


tongues fing ribaldry and vanity, ſuch as fleſh and 
bloud delights in, but they /ing 1m the waies of the 
Lord, Pſal.138.5. That is, they rejoyce in divine 
things, to be thinking and ſpeaking of, and wal- 
king in the waies of the Lord. *Twas Paxls and 
Timethies matter of joy, that they could walke 
fincerely in the waies ef the Lord, and this they 
kumbly gloried in. Such as have the joy of the 
Lord in their hearts, their tongues ſpeake, and 
ſing in ſuch a manner , that God is extolled and 


| agnificd, according to one attribute or another, 


which is wat;ng melody to God, us the Apoſtle 
terms it. As here in my Text, the Apoſtle fo ex- 
prefſed divine joy, that the power and goodnefle 
of the Lord were magnified, that hee could and 
would give internall comfort, to thoſe that did 
lincerely, though weakly,terve him, when all ex- 
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ternall comforts failed. Divine joy doth not, as 
carnall joy,tranſport men inte drunkards,whore- 
malters,wantons,libertines, and ſo turn them out 
of the waies of the Lord;but raiſes their ſpirits to 
& bigher pitch of love to od, and io makes them 
walke more (iriCtly and cheertully i» che wayes of 
God. Divine joy makes a man rejoyce and work 
righteouincfle, and not rejoice and work wic- 
kednefle. Thow meeteft h-m that rejoycrth and | 
worketh righteouſneſſe, [ſa.64.5. Part and Time- 
thy thus rejoyced, that they could worke rightc- 
oufnelle,that they could order their converiation 
ſincerely, though by many handled injurioully. 
For onr rejoycing «8 this, the teſtimony of cur con- 
fſeience ; that in Panplielty and godly ſincerity, not 
with fleſhly wiſedome, but by the grace of God, 
we have had our converſation inthe word, &f c. 
Divine joy is the ſouls rejoycing in God| as recon= 
ciled im ( briſt.| Divine joy,as man upon earth is 
the ſubje& of it, hath God in Chriſt tor its ob- 
jeR: that is, God as reconcited in Chriſt;for o- 
therwile God is au Enemy, and no man rejoy- 
ceth in an Enemy, And net only ſo. but wee alſo 
rejozce in God, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by 
whom we have recerved the ationement, Roms.5 11. 
Wee cannot joy immediately in God, as Adam | 
could, becauſe of our fin in Adev,w* made God 
angry With us: we muſt now baye ſome tointer- 
pole between God and us, in whom is made up 
what is wanting in us, and {0 Gods anger againl 
us appeaſcd : and therefore 'tis, that the Apoltle 
thus ſpeaks in the perſon of the godly, Wee joy 1 
God \ through] our Lord Jeſu Chriſt, by whom 
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'|- Bridegroom decketh himſelfe with ornaments, and 
| 45 4 Bride adornerh her ſelfe with Jewels Iſai.61. 


wee have recerved the atonement. This is {weetly 
ſet forth alio unto us, under metaphoricall terms 
by the Prophet 1/aiah.1 will greatly rejoyce mths 
Lordgasy ſon! ſhall be joyfwll in my God, for he hath 
cloathed mewith the garments of ſalvation,he hath 
roverew me with the robe of righteouſneſſe, as 4 


re. "God as cloathing us with the garments of 
Salvation,and covering us with arobe of Righte- 
ouineſle, is the object of joy to fallen man; and 
thus we know, he doth in Chriſt. God freely re- 
veals an infinite love to man in Chrift. and this 
begets love to him,and joy in him. He walheth a- 
way all our fins 1n Chrilts blond; covers all our 
wants with Chrilts righteoutnes,lubjeAs his Son 
to ſuffer what we had deferved, and to merit for 
us,2l] that from which we were juſtly excluded, 
to wit, communion with God, and eternall life, 
This love God theds abroad in the heart of man, 

and this makes man love God- and joy in him. 

God out of Chriſt is no other but a condemner of 
man : Conſcience fo appretiending God, is no 6+ 
ther but a tormenter ef man ; and man between 
both theſe is jn no other but hell : and there is no 
Joy in hell.God in Chriſt reconciles man to him- 
{elte, andthen God joyes in man & man in God, 
The bloud of Chiilt makes peace between God 
and man, and between man and his Conſcience; 
and makes God acquit, and Conſcience acquit's 
God to {peak peace, though manye not perfect ; 
Conſcience to ſpeak peace, though man walke 
weakly,yet whillt ſincerely; & this makes divine 
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jOy in the heart,in the midſt of all troubles,natural 
or accidentall. For awry rejoycing & this, the teſti- 
mony of our Conſcience,that in mplicity and godly 
ſincerity, nt with fleſhly wiſdom,but by the grace of 
Godywe have had ogr converſation in the world,&c 

You have had abriefe hint now, by what hath 
been ſaid, what that joy is, Which the teſtimony 
of Conſcience brings to the ſoul, to wit, 4 concy- 
liatory joy, as I may titly callit. A joy of peace and 
friendihip, between God and man, and between | 
man and himſelfe, to wit, Conſcience. Conlci- 
ence tels that man which walkes fincerely, that 
hee for his part is at peace with him ; and that 
God is the ikoy though men and devils be at va- 
riance with him ; and that he ſhall have favours |} 
{pirituall and temporall here, and eternally here- 
after, ſay and'doe all his enemies what they can; | 
and this makes the heart of man lcap within him, } 
in the mid(t of troubles,asthe Babe 1n Elizaberbs | 
wombe, when ſhe heard the ſalutation of Aſayy, } 
Our rejoycing is this, the teſtumoxy of our conſci- | 
ence,that in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity, not with 
fleſhly wiſ-dome, but by the grace of God, we have 
had our converſation inthe World, 

Having ſhewed you in what troubles, the teſti» | 
mony of Conſcience will give joy; and what joy | 
'*tisth# Conſcience cauſeth in the foule, I will in 
the next place [hew you the ground of the point, 

' why the teſtimony of Conlcience , concerning a | 
| mans ſimplicity, mult needs cauſe joy inthe midſt | 
; of troubles. This teltzmony of conſcience 15 at- 
; tended with a g/or 6775 power,as the Apoſtle cals it, 
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0 power of hw, ſaiththe originall, that is of the 
Holy-Ghoſt , which makes the teſtimony ſo 
(ſtrong, and ſo tranſcendently comfortable, that 
troubles and forrowes for f(iacerity fake, though 
never ſo great, cannot poliſiviy over=beare the 
heart, Strengthned with all might —_— to 
[hu glorious power ] nnto all patience and long- 
ſuffering, with joyfulneſſe, 1 Cor.11, There is a glo« 
r:0u power, attending the teſtimony of Contci- 
ence.extended to uprigit ſoules, it tuw1es of great 
troubles for uprightnetic take, which ſtrengthens 
them with all might, ſothat all burdens cannot 
depreſlc them ; xmto all patrence and long- ſuffering, 
ſo t hat they wil never be weary,and out of breath 
with bearing : and to doe allthis with joyf«lneſſe, 
ſo that rio outward bardſhip can utterly cxbauſt 
joy out of thcir {pirits. Now, the teſtimony of 
| Con:Cience concermng our ſimplicity and fincert- 
; ty, being attended with this g/or:ows power in 
; times of trouble, as Peter faith, 'tis the fprrir of 
$/21) and of God reſts upon ſuch , it mult needs 

cep up the dolorous ſpirit of 1na71, an'+ make him 


| rejoyce in the greateſt trou\les. Par and 7 imo- 
| thy doultletfe tound this glorious power, atten- 
ding the teitimony cf their Conſcience ftrepgths 


nivg them with all might unto all patience and 
| lovg ſaftering with joy tulncfle, which made them 
; thus to ſay, For our rej0)C1g # thu, the 1eſt:meny 
| of o#r Co. ſcience, tia in linplicity and godly ſin- 
| Cerity, not with fleſhly wiſedome, bu by the grace of 
Ged, we have had wr converſation inthe world, 
Secondly,the teſftzmony ot Conſcience concers 
ning mans 1mphcity and ſince; ity, mult needs re- 
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joyce a man, in the midlt of all troubles, becauſe * 
ience now minds z man, that he walks in 
the midſt of all enemies and tronvles.qult as Chrift 
did. There was no guile found in Chriſts mouth, 
though he was put to it againe and again ; What- 
everheunderwent from his Father, from the dc» | 
vill, and his children, yet {till he walked fincere- 
ly, and faultered not in the leaſt kinde, for the 
greateſt advantage, though hee was profered all 
the Kingdomes in the world, to doe it. Now, 
when Conſcience tels a man, that in ſimplicity 
and godly (incerity, hee hath had his converfa 
tion in the Werld, it doth at once tell bim that. 
bee hath walked in this world, juſt as Chriſt dia. 
As hee was, {o art thou in this world, O my foul; 
which cannot but rejoyce the heart, in the midit 
of the ſharpeſt atflitions for Chrifts ſake, Thy 
Saviour, O my ſoul, though God, yet was called a 
devill, nay, Be/zebx6 the Prince of devils. though 
temperate , yet called a drunkard and Wine- 
vibber, and companion to Publicans and Har- 
lots ; though a man without guile, yet called a de- 
eeiver ; though innocent,yet ſcefted, impriſoned, 
condemned and executed as a malctaour. 
'Tis jult thus with thee, O my foule ; thou art 
| ſtudious to walke uprightly, and yet cenſured 
| for an hypocrite : thou laboureit to bec better 
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| then any , and yet the world judges thee to bee 
| worfe then any : thou labourcſt more for hu- 
| mility and love, then for all the wealth inthe 
; World, and yet the World jadges thee ro bee 
fuller of pride, and malice, then any man : thuu 


' doſt not blow a Trumpet , when thou £civelt 
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almes, but hideft from thy left hand, what thy 
right hand doth, and therefore the world thinkes 
that thy Religion towards God, is without mercy 
towards man : thouthinkeſt ne evill to others,but 
laboureſt to doe good to all, and yet all almoſt 
thinke evill, or ſpeake evill, or doe evill againſt 
thee. In this,, O my ſoule, thou art not alenc, 
was the condition of thy Saviour ; therefore 
mourne not, O my foule, but rejoice, according 
to the divine rule, that thon art made like him» 
Thus the teſtimony of Conſcience cencerning a | 
mans ſincerity, brings 10 matter of comfort and 

joy tothe ſoule of man, in the mid(t of troubles, 

and makes it ſmile, when under heavy burthens 

of cruelty. 

Laſtly, it muſt needs be, that the teſtimony of 
Conſcience concerning the ſimplicity of a mans 
converſation, ſhould minifter joy in the midſt of 
troables, becauſe ſuch plainly ſee their intereſt 
in the divine Word of conſolation. Be glad in the 
Lord, and reqoxce ye righteous, and ſhut for joy all 
| yes that are upright ia beart, Pſal, 32.11. Conici- 
| ence now tels me that I am upright in heart ; and 
; that in ſimplicity and uprightnefle 1 have had my 
' converſation in the World ; and ſo conſequently 
; that joy here, as well as hereafter, belongs to 
' me. Out of this reaſoning, between Conſcience 


; and the divine Word of confolation, .joy will | 


break forth inthe ſoule firſt or laſt, lade an upright 
man with what burthens you will. Rejoyce all yee 
that are upright in heart, ſaith God : theu art 
upright in heart, ſaith Conlcience to a fincere 


þ 
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ſoule ; and Confcience will not {tay here, but will 
prefle * 
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prefle upon the ſoule to apply his owne mercies ; 
why then doſt not thou rejoyce ? Dolt thou think 
it a \mall matter, to diſobey a command of God ? 
This preſſing language of Conſcience, will make 
a ſincere ſoule ſtrive hard, and pray bard, to re- 
Joyce in affli&ions for Chriſts ſake, according to 
the divine rule, which prayer God will keara,and 
bring the upright ſoul at lait, to ſay inthe mid({i of 
troubles, with theſe champions in my Text: For 
our rejoycing i the, the teſtrmony of our conſci- 
enze ; that im ſimplicity ana godly (ncerity,xot with 
fieſhly wiſedome, but p, the grace of God, we have 
had or converſation in the world. © 

Having given you the point and the graunds 
of it, a word or two I would ſpeak by way of 
application, to you that are unſound, and then a 
word more to you that are {incere, and ſo con- 
clule this point. This docrine may in the tuſ 
place ferve to unfold a riddle to you that are un- 
found, Poſſibly you may wonder to ſee a man go 
rejoycing to ptiſon, and to fire and faggot, c{pect- 
ally when cenſured by learned men, for tuch 
and ſuch a malefaRour : you it may be thinke of 
ſuch a manyas hee of Paw/,that he is mad and mer- 
ry without cauſe, as be1lams are ; or elſe that 
hee Jaughs from the teeth outward, as nee that 
would put a good face upon an ill matter. No, 
no, doe not judge ſouncharitably, it may be this 
man hath meat to eat, which yee know not of. 


89 


It may bee hath his Conſcience teltifying with- 
; 1n, that hee hath waiked 1n all nprightnelle, and 
| 1$ not ſuch aone, as the Worl4 hath cenfared 
| him to be ; and this makes him rejoyce, ja the 
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midſt of all troubles. *Twas wonderfull to Ne- 
buck adnez24r, to lee the three children walke in 
the fiery furnace as if they had been walking in 
bis ſtatcly waikes, becauſe he was not aware that 
they had ſuch a divine comfortable companion,as 
they had. So'tis wondertull to blinde worldlings, 
toſce men fo cheerfull in ſuftering for trifles in 
Religion / as they call them) and the reaſon is, 
becauſe they know not that divine comforter, 
Conicience ;z which is continually within them, 
and unto them a feaſt : this is to walke fincerely, 
to be tender to obey all Gods will, and this Con- 
ſcience tels the ſoule, in the midſt of all the trou- 
bles he undergoes, from men of corrupt mindes, 
and large Conſciences; and this language of Con- 
{cience, being attended with the g/or/0ws power of 
the Holy-Ghoſt, as 3 comforter, this ſoule cannot 
but rejoyce, though Bleeding upon a Fillery, groa- 
ning upon a Rack, dying upon a Crofle, and con- 
demned by wiſe men for a foole, jn ſtanding out 
in {uch {mall matters. 

Secondly, as this doRrinetels you blind ſoules, 
the reaſon why foie are to cheerful, under great 
troubles, for {mall things ; ſo ittelsy ou that are « 
little more growne in bypocrifie and wickedneſle, 
that your defigae againſt the gedly is fruſtrate. 
The maine dcfizne of the Devill and his Chil- 
dren, in all the troudles he puts them to, is, to de- 


rrivethem of all zoy and comfort, and to make 
their being upon Earth Hell, which is a place 
without all contfolation. Now this they can never 
doe, for as much as they cainet deprive them of 
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the peace of conſcience, & joy of the holy Ghoit, | 
which 
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which go hand in hand, inan upright heart. True] 
it is, if allthe joy of the godly did confiſt in out- 
ward things. as wicked mens joy doth, then pol- 
ſibly they might ferve the godly, as God will one 
day ſerve them, to wit, utterly (trip them of a] 
conſolation ; but the lcaſt part of an upright mans 
Joy, confilts 1n externall things ; his prime joy is 
within, from Conſcience, and the Holy-Gholt, 
which keep company alwates 1n it ; and theſc 
two, all the wicked men upon earth, nor the all 
Devils in Hell, cannot ſfulpend, much lefle filence 
from {peaking comfort to an upright heart. Con- 
{cience will (till ſay this within, that be which to 
walkesas before mentioned, is upright ; vhen 
men and devils without, ſay, that heis an hypo- 
crite, a diſſembler and not worthy to live. And 
the Holy-Ghoſt will {till ſecond this language of 
Conſcience, by {peaking over the ſame againe :; in 
{uch glorious expretſions,and with fuch tweerned 
words, will the Spirit of God beare witnefſe with 
the ſpirit of man, that doe what you will to this 
man, he will (till, notwitaltancing all, rejoyce. 
Caſt him into priſon, nay calt him into a dunze- 
on, dirty dungeon,as Jerer2zes was, nay,calt him 
into a fiery Furnace, into a fiery turnace heat 
{even times hotter then orainary, Give his back 
to the ſmiters, and h1s Cheers to them that pluck off 
the hatre,as the Prophet ſpeaks,Iſar.5 0.6.40 what 
you will to him,yet you wil never deprive aim of 
his jov.As long as breath 1s i: his naltrils,Conici- 
ence will comfort him ; ad when this is gone by 
thy cruelty, be will be in tulnefle of joy ; aad in 
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haſt inflifed on him. The joy of Canſcience is 
proportioned to what we ſuffer, for Conſcience 
a the affliftiens of Chriſt abound in us, ſo (hal! our 
Jozes both here and hereafter. And therefore doe 
not break your ſleep and your braines, to plot mil- 
chiefe againſt the upright , for they will have 
more joy in ſuffering cruelty, then you can have 
in inflicting it. You do but leſſen your owne joy, 
to encreaſe theirs. the more terrible you are unto 
them, the more ſhall.the teſtimony of Conſci- 
ence be attended, with a glorious Spirit of con- 
{olation, which will make them rejoyce and bee 
excce ling g/ad under all that you can inti&t; and 
this will exceedingly vex you. 

Thirdly, this doftrine will acquaint you with 
this truth : That if conſciouſneſle of fincerity, will 
lefſen and ſweeten trouvles, by giving joy to the 
upright in the midit of them ; conſcioutnetle of | 
hypocriſie and unſoundneſle, nzult needs imbitter | 
all troubles, and make them more preſſing and ' 
| ptercing, upon you that are halters and time-ſer- 
vers: this was that which Jobs friends drove at, | 
inall their diſcourſes with him, to bring him to | 
ſorrow doubly and trebly, for as much as all hjs 
outward miſerjes were attended (as they concei- | 
ved )with inward rottennefſc;1ntimating,and that | 
truly, that it muſt be fo and will be ſo with all hy-' 
pocrites, when Conſcience is once throughly as 
wakened, to te] them of cheir unſoundnefle, under | 
atfiitions. What a terrivleſting will this be, to a | 
manin poverty, when his Confcience ſhall tell | 
him, thou halt ſhufied and ſhifted baſcly to get | 
wealth, en1 yet by ail thy unyjuit waies,thou can{t | 
{ca'1ce*! 
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ſcarce keep a cue above a beggar. This bluntlan-' 
guage of Conſcience, will bee ſach an addition 
of ſorrow to poyerty, as will exceed the preflure 
of poverty whea at _ What a ſting will 
this beto a man in diſgrace, when his Conſct- 
ence ſhall tell him, Thou haft been a time-ſerver 
one that haſt ſtudied to humeur and pleaſe men, 
more then God, that thou mighteft get honour, 
and keep honour in the Wor:d, and yet for all 
thy dog-like fauning and flattering, thou (tinkeſt 
inthe noſtrils of all, and art caſt uoto the dung- 
hill as unſavory ſalt ? What a ſting will this be to 
a man in Gcknefe and death, when his Conlſci- 
ence ſhall tell him, that hee hath been but an eut- 
ſide Chriſtian, all the dayes of hislife ; a man zea- 
lous about humane inventions and bodily exerci- 
ſes, to give God the out (ide, and carclefle to 
worſhip God 1n ſpirit and truth ? this cloſe lan- 
euzge of Conſcience, will pain a man more then 
any ſicknetle, or death can doe. This was that 
which ſtung Balaam worſe then death, that his 
Conſcience told him, hee had been but an hypo- 
crite all his life. This made J#dzs hang himielfe, 
after hee had fold tis Maſter for Money, for as 
muchas his Conſcience told hin then itrongiy, 
that he had been but an hypocriticall follower of 
Chrift, from the firſt to the laſt. and thus would |! 
every rotten wretch door worſe, in cvery littic | 
trouble, if God ſhould not admirably ſtep1n, and : 
reſtrain, and hinder ; ſo terrible 1s the ſting of 
Conſcience, when it teltifies againit a man, ard 


luchdeep additions of gricte it bringeth tothe | 
{ouls ia every Calamity, Sharp arrewes and co..4s of | 
Hrtper, 
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Juniper, Conſcience ſhooteth and kindleth in the 
foule of man, in every treuble; when it teſtifieth 
againſt him as the Plalmiſt uſeth the expreſſions, 
inrelation to the hypocrite, the man concerning 
whom [ here treat of, Pſa. 120, 4. 

Wherefore 1 would exhort you all that are un- 
ſound at heart, to beg upright hearts at the hands 
of God, that you may walk uprightly,and ſo have 
the teſtimony of Conſcience with you, torejoice 
yeuin all your troubles. You labour by hooke 
and by crook to get wealth to ſtand by you, and to 
comfort you in troubles; and this will prove gra- 
vell iz your bellies to torture you, as Solomon at- 
firmeth, ſo farre it will be from comforting you in 
troubles. The teltimony of Conſcience concern- 
ing your fincerity, is better then all the wealth in 
the world, to ſtand by you and to revive you in 
troubles. You flatter and fawne, turn and winde, 
ſhuffle and (hift, to get great men to bee your 
friends to ſtand by you, and to comfort you in 
troubles; and alas ! their favour is a vapour; as un- 
conſtant as the winde. Walk ſincerely,and conſci- 
ence willbe a fathfull friend for you ta the death; 
yea after death in judgement. Ifthou hadlt the fa- 
vour of all the Princes in the world, yet coul1 not 
they procure for thee a dram of comfort in ſick- 


| 


| | creatures, 1s much to be wondered at ; hee hunts 


nefle,in death,or in jugement : Conſcience in all 
theſe times can, and will procure tor thee,not on- 
ly drams, but Qagons of conſolation, if thou walk 
ſincerely. Conſcience is an incomparable triend, 
or foe, in ficknelle, death, and judgement. 

The blindn-:fle and folly of man a ove all other | 


after 
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after things which are not, as Solomon ſaith, to be 
comfortersto him, and takes ne pains to procure 
that which will indeed bee ſtavle and abiding 
comfort ts him in all ſtates Riches, and honours, 
and friends, all the things of this life they are cal- 
led by Solomon, thmgs that are not, becaule they 
arenot ſuch things as the blind heart of man con- 
ccives them to be : he thinks they are fufhcient to 
make him happy, and they are not ſo. Thelealt fit 
of (ickneſſe will no»-p/as all theſe things,for revi- 
ving the ſoul. Vain man like that fool, thinks that 
he hath comfort enough tor many years , that is, 
for all his life, when he hach great revenues in the 
world, and therefore ſings a requiem to his ſoul, as 
if there needed no other thing, to the tranquillity 
of the Spirit, thorowout a mans lite, but worldly 
things; and alas | thele things are not abiding, but 
ſtill upon the wing, ready to fly frem us ; and if 
they were abiding,yet they are not ſatisfying; ard 
therefore So/omon cals them,Y, anity and Vexation 
to the [pir!t. Conſcience is a laſting friend, and a 
ſubitantiall friend, to the ſpirit cf man. A friend 
that hath ſuch waters of life, which will revive 
the ſoul in the greateſt extremities ; and hee 18 2 
fountain made by God, that will never wax dry ; 
So that the ſoule, as long as ſhe keeps her ſelfe 
lincere, ſhall never be without a ſpring of joy, 
boiling up day and night within her. 

And this joy is not « low priced commodity, a | 
thing little wo: th : tis called in Scripture, a joy of 
the Lord, luch a joy of God, asis the ſtrength of 
man. When the-Levites had opened the Law un- 


and 


| 


PERS 
2? + + $4444 bn 4 
«> 7% A þ Is 4 tn + *+ 


© " _—— F. + - 
ot M6 4 yon = 7 Bs 


A divive Diſcovery 


and (mote them ſo, that they wept, ſaith the Text, 
and waakned and unfitted themſelves, for the du- 
ties of the day ; and therefore the Lovites were 
fain to comfort them, that Conſcience might take 
hold on ſomething to work joy in them, which is 
the ſtrength of the ſoule, unto the duty of thank(- 
giving, which was the ſpeciall work of that day. 
As an accufing condemning Coalcience, ſecretly 
conſumes {pirits and ſtrength of ſoule and body ; 
and when attended onely with a legall ſpirit, be- 
gets ſuch a horrid griefe in the heart of man, as 
unfit for the higheſt and nobleſt ſervice of God : 
So an «cquitting Conſcience deth exbilarate and 
revive theſoule; as being attended with an Evan- 
gelicall ſpirit, begets ſuch a joy in the heart, as 
tunes and ftrengthens it unto all divine duties, e- 
ſpecially unto thankſgiving, which 1s the higheſt 
and hardeſt divine lefſon that can be plaid upon 
the heart of fallen man, but makes the ſweeteſt 
melody inthe cares of God, of all divine leflons 
committed to man tolearn. It thou then wouldlt 
be a {weet ſinger in //rae!, a man apt and ableto 
that which God moſt le ves, walk fo that Conſci- 
ence may ſUll be an acquitter within thee : if this 
accuſe and condemne thee, 'twill put every ſtring 
in thy heart out of tune, conſume thy ſpirits, and 
makethy living a continuall dying, and yet death 
undeſirable. 

Secondly, divine joy 15 called in Scripture an 
execeding joy. 1 am exceding joyfull in al our t11- 
bulations, taith Paul, 2 {'0r-7.4. The joy which 
Conſcience gives to an upright man ia ali trioula- 


tions for uprizhtneſle fake, is an exceeding joy z a 
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| {tle explaines this clauſe, by that which goes 


the ſoule then any other joy can doe : ſo the __ 


fore it in the ſame verſe. 1 am filed) with com 
fort,((aith be)[ am exceeding joyful in all our tyi- 
bulations, Conſcience gives {ucha joy to the ſoule 
in tribulations, that fills the ſoule with comfort, 
which is more then all the {weets and delights of 


doe net reach the ſoule of man ; they reach no 
farther then the externall ſenſes, ſo farre are they 
from filling the ſoul with comfort : and yet they 
do not fill ner {atisfie theſe neither ; for the eye 1s 
not ſatisfied with ſeeing,northe car with hearing , 
nor the noſe with {melling, nor the tongue with 
taſting, nor the hand with handling. *Tis but a 
tyring, and not a ſatisfying joy, that all outward 
things bring to the outward ſenſes. That joy 
whieh onely the externall ſenſes bring inte the 
ſoule, So/omen eals madneſſe, as not worthy of the 
name of joy, becauſe it reaches not the {pirit of 
man asrationall, but as meerly ſenſitive. The joy 
which conſcience brings into the ſoule, doth not 
barely reach the ſoul, but it fils it, and ſatisfies it. 
My ſoule ſhall be ſatisfied as with marrow and fat- 
neſſe,+ my month ſhall praiſe thee with joyfoll lips; 
when [ remember thee upon my bed, and medi ate 
wpon thee in the night-watches, Pſ.63.5,6. It thou 


a meer {cnſuall outſide, ſpiritletle, vain,vexing joy , 
then thou need(t not take pains to order thy con- 


joy that doth farre more rake,content, and delight |. 


this world can do. The delights of this life they | 


wilt live all chy daies with the joy of a bruit, with | 


: 


| 


teſtifie with thee ; but if thou wouldlt live all thy 
daies, 


verſation ſincerely, to get thy Conſcience to | 


| 
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dayes inthe joy of a man that bears the Imageef 


God, then mult thon ſtrive fo to walk, that Con» | 


ſcience may bear witnefle that thou artfincere. 
The Scripture deth net ſtay here, but cals d1- 
vine joy everl/afting;which is an attribute (@ high, 
that it leads us neceflarily to the origioall, to wit, 
God,who is everlaſting, As hell is a place ef cver- 
laſting ſorrew to all that be in it, becauſe « river 
of brimſtone from an everlaſting fountain, runs to 
it ; ſo heaven which is begun in joy upon carth, 
to wit,in the hearts of the upright,tis everlaſting, 
becauſe freſh ſtreams of conſolation centinually 
come from an everlatting fountain, to wit, God. 
God alwayes ſeconds Con{ctence in him that is 
ſincere, with ſuch a glorious power as Saint Pay/ 
calls it, that though be be alwaycs in ſorrows for 
Chrilts ſake, yet he is alwayes rejoicing : As ſor- 
rowfull,yer alwaies rejoicing, 2 Cor. 6 10. You may 
many waies cauſe ſorrow to an upright man, but 
yet joy will live in all and outlive all bis forrows. 
You may ſet on fire the body of an upright man, 
and conſume that ; but you can never ſet on fire 
his joy and conſume that. You may various waics 
kill a fincerc man, but you can no way kil! his joy, 
aSlong as he holds falt ais integrity. The joy that 
Conſcience gives to the ioulz of man, upon teſtj- 
mony of his ſince: ity, twill ive 1n hre, *twill ive 
in water, "twill live in this land, *twill ive in any 
land; famine cannot ita. ve 1t. plague carmot infect 
it, the ſword cannot murther it, the rac cannot 
teare it ; "tis very iealthy, 'tis loug-lv'd, *ewill 
neverdie : "tis from heaven, and will abide with 
the ſoule untill be come to heaven ; an then will 
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be conſummated.to give full ſolace to the ſoul fer 
ever. If then thou wouldft have joy to ſtick by 
thee, in health, in ſickneſle, in peace, in war, in 
plenty, in famine, in honour, in —_— in liber- 
ty, in bonds, in life, in death, and eternally after 


death, walk fo that thy Conſcience may ſay that- 


thou art ſimple and fincere in thy converſation, 
The Scripture ſtaics not here, but cals divine joy 
unſpeakable and full of glory. As that joy which 
Jalt men made pertcinherit, is beyond concep- 
tion, ſo that it cannot enter into the heart of man 
to conceive of it: ſo that joy which Conlcience 
gives to upright men in troubles, *tis beyond ex- 
preſſion, the tongue of man cannot fully expreſſe 
it. I doe not affirm that the heart of man cannot 
fully conceive it, though poſſibly it may bee ſo. 
'Tis joy unſpeakably (trong, ſtronger and more 
yehement, then the joy of worldlings, when corn 
and wine and oule incicale ; and yet *cis hard te 
exprefle how much joy an earthy heart hath, in 
great earthly increaſe.”Tis joy unſpeakable ſweet, 
lo that he which taltes of this joy, taſtes no more 


ſweetneſle in ſenſuall things, then in the white of 
an egge : 'tis {weeter then the honey or the hony- | 


comb : that is, {weeter and more pleaſing tothe 
ſoule, then all the d<ligh:s of this life, tothe car- 
nall heart; and yet'tis hard to exprefle how ſweet 


— 


| 
| 


| 


and pleaſing fſenſuall delights are, to the carnall 


heart of man. 

'Tis joy unſpeakadly pure : as Dav/d ſaith, that 
the f:ar of the Lord i clean ; (0 | may (ay, that the 
jov of the Lerd, which he gives to man upon the 
teſlimony of Conſcience concerning his {incerity, 

: "tis 
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tis clean ; that 1s, 'tis pure, unſpeakably pure,and 
holy. What was {aid of the generation of Chriſt, 
that may bee ſaid of the generation of divine Joy, 
Who can declare his generation ? ſaith the Scrip- 
ture of Chriſt ; ſo may I fay,'Who candeclare the 
peneration of divine joy ? "Tis begotten in the 
| keart, as Chriſt was in Afaries womb; to wit, by 
the Holy-Ghoſt : tis ſhed abroad in the heart by 
the Holy-Ghoſt : *tis continually«nouriſhed and 
cherifhed by the Holy-Gheſt. It fils the heart full 
of holy thoughts; the mouth full of holy words, 
and the hands fall of holy deeds. It is immediate- 
ly from heaven, and makes a man have his con» 
verſation in heaven, whilſt on earth, 

*Tis joy finſpeakably precious : a dram of it is 
more worth then the world: a damned ſoul in hell 
would give ten thouſand worlds, it there were fo 
many, for the leaft drop of this cooling comfort- 
ing liquor, to aſlwage his ſcorching torments but 
for a moment. It hath heaven in it, with which 
what can bee compared for worth ? *Tis joy #n- 
ſprakable and full of glory. The ſmiling face of 
God, which is more glorious then the Sun, may 
be ſeen in it, ſo diaphanous is it. 

"Tis joy anſpeakably laſting : whereas all other 
Joyes die when man dies, if not long before ; this 
Joy lives, as loog as the ſoule and God lives, La- 
bour then ſo to live, that Conſcience may teſtife 
before God and you, that you arc ſincere, and fo 
lead your ſoules into that unſpeakable joy which 
will make you an{peakably happy. 

I havenow a word or two to you which walk 
fircerely and uprightly in this world, and fo I ſhut 
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up this point. If you doe not yet find experimen- 
tally, the truth of this point ; to wit, your cen- 
{ciences cauſing you to rejoyce in the mid(t of | 
your troubles, by a lively teſtifying your integri- 
- Ao you, then by prayer plead your integrity to 

ed, and intreat him fo tranſcendently to ſecond 
conlcierce,with his g/orioxe power which worketh 
in #7, that your kearts may be revived under every 
preflure for pitties ſake. Thus Dav:d was forced 
to doc ſometimes, to wit, plead his integrity, to 
find the benefit of it in troubles : for God will 
be ſought unto for every good thing, though we 
be never {o fincere, Let integrity and apright- 
neſſe preſerve me, for I wait on thee, Pſalme 25.21. 
David you ſce was put to it, to plead his inte- 
grity to God, to obtaine the benefit of it in trou- 
bles ; and thus muſt we ſtill doe, if we find our 
hearts to droop in troubles, although we are con- 
ſcious to our ſelves of our upright and innocent 
converſation. Say, Lord thon knowelt that I 
have walked uprightly concerning this thing and 
that, about which I am trouvled, and therefore 
doe thou ſtand up in my heart, and ſecond my 
conſcience by the Almighty power of thy holy | 
Spirit, and make it fpeake peace fo lively and fo 
gloriouſly within me, that I may rejoyce 18 this 
| ttibulation for thy ſake ; that I may fied my inte» 
 grity as a cordiall to me,to keep me from fainting 
in my minde, and from ſtretching out tongue or 
hand to iniquity. 

If you hnde the comfortable teſtimony of 
| conſcience reviving and rejoycing you in your 
| troubles, then blefie God with Dav:4d, that he 
| H hath 
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hath cnabled you ſo to walke in this wretched 
world, as to have the voice of conſcience with 
you that you are ſincere.'Tis of God that we walk 
uprightly a moment : did not he ſtand by us, and 
watch over eur deccitfull hearts, and upheld our 
goings in his paths,we ſhould ſhew our ſelves by- 

criticall wretches in all our waies. God « my 
ſtrength and power, and he maketh my way perfeF, 
P(al.18.3%. When the lively teſtimonie of con- 
ſcience, concerning Davids integritie, had rejoy- 
ced, and raiſed his dull ſpirit, then he tooke wing, 
and made his ſoule mount up to Heaven like an 
Eagle, to magnifie God which had been ſuch 
ſtrength and power to kim, as to make his way 
perfeR, that 1s, ſincere, and ſo capable of delive- 
rance from his inſulting enemies [_ 69d] « my 
ftrength and power, and{*be? maketh my way per- 
feft, David would not appropriate the praiſe of 
kis upright and innocent converſation to himgelt, 
as if he by his owne wiſdome, ſtrength and good- | 
nefle, had made his way perteR and upright ; he 
had through experience of the rottenneſfle of his 
ewne heart, and his aptneſle to declare it, if God 
had not been a ſpeciall {trength and aid unto him, 


in his converſation ; and therefore doth he | 


humbly and imitably ſay, , God]; my frength and 
power, and \ he maketh my way perfett,2 Sam.22. 
33. be inabled me ſo to walke, asto be capable of 
the accompliſhment of kis promiſes of detence 
againſt, and vitory over ungodly men, and no 
wiſdome,(trength,or goodnefle of his owne. Thus 
let us humbly doe, when we feele our hearts leap 
within us as rejoiced by the ſecret teſtimonie of 
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conſcience, concerning the integritie of our car- 
riage, in this or that matter of weight and triall 
that we were put upon ; Thou waſt my wiſdome, 
ſtrength and power, O God, to guide and inable 
me ts walke uprightly in ſuch and ſuch hazard- 
ous matters z my heart is deeeittull, and full of 
baſe feare, and if thou hadſt not ſtood up as 2 
mighty God in my weake ſpirit, I had been over- 
borne with fle(hly feares, and ſelf-retpeRts, to the 
wouading cf my integritie, and thy Golpell and 
olory : bleſſed be thy name, that didſt inable 
me to look over all by-ends, to thy glory; and 
to acquit my {elte, at the time of triall, anfwe- 
rable to my upright purpoſe and reſolution : *tis 
of thee to will and to doe good, and unto thee I 
give all the glory, This is the good way to have 
God ſtand by us till, and ſo mightily to guide us 
in all our wates, that we ſhall keep faith and a 
good conſcience to our grave, and ſo conſequents 
lie our Joy, Which is the life of our lives. This was 
upright Zobs (weet carriage, as we may ghefle by 
his language. Though I were perfett, yer wonld I 
wo; know my ſoul: I would deſpiſe my life, 1t I were 
for holines as juſt men made perfe& in glory, yet 
whileſt a ſoule ſo holy, is in a body fo diſeated, 1 
could not take any pleaſure in my life. Thus to 
interpret theſe words, is to give us a hint and 
more,that Job was extremely overgone with 1m- 


patience under Gods hand, which is the workt | 


that can be ſaid upon this place: i think there may 
be hiptred this unto us (it the other de the maine 
ſcope )inat Job ſaw all the integrity & uprightnes 


he bad, or poſlibly could be bad, was from God, 
H 2 
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| as the light of the Sun unto the perfe& day. You 


doe not humbly ſeek God till with David, to | 
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and that he had no reaſon to boaſt and magnife 
himſelf,what ever his endowments were. 

Laſtly, if you find by comfortable experience 
the truth of my doftrine, that the teftimony of 
conſcience concerning your ſincerity, cauſeth 
joy and rejoycing in our ſouls, then hang upen 
God for perleverance in & {incere way, that your 
Joy may abide, and ſtill more and more increaſe, 


have taſted of the ſweetnefle of a ſincere way,and 
therefore you ſhould zealouſly follow God, to ! 
keep you on in jt, as long as breath is in your no- 
ſtrils, that you may never loſe your grapes, your 
fir{t-fruits of the Holy Land, your taſte of Hea- 
ven, untill you come to the full fruition of it : 
'I was Davids prayer often( and let it be yours) 
though he were ſincere, that God would make his 
heart ſound in his ſtatutes. There is much retten- 
neſle in the belt heart, and this will breake forth 
in a mans life, to the diſhonour of God, and the 
wounding of his conſcience, and robbing of 
his joy, if he be not ſtill with David, hanging 
upon God by prayer, for more and more up- 
rightneſle, and for further and further cleanſing 
of an unſound heart. Things that are apt to bend 
and become crooked, we are every foot retity- 
ing and ſtraitning them, and labouring to 
ſtrengthen them, ſo that they may abide {trait, 
and ſo be {till fit for nſe and ſervice, You know 
to what to apply this, if I ſhould not tell you, 
tothe keart of man : Flatterie or violence will 
turne you afide from your ſincere walking, if you 
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make your heart ſound in his ſtatutes and to zl 
ſtill with you, to uphold your ſteps in his paths. 
You will ſhipwracke Conſcience, and all the 
peace and joy you have by it quickly, as Peter 
did,if you grow confident of your own ſtrength, 
and doenot feare alwaies, and depend upon your 
God for abilitie, to doe every thing uprightly. 
And therefere leang not to your owne under- 
ſtanding, as So/omon ſaid to his ſonne, nor- to any 
parts elſe you have, to ſteere your converſation, if 
you would maintaine the integritic and upright- 
netle of it ; but renounce all in your ſelves, and 
beg God to make you run and not be wearte, and 
to deliver you from backfliding in heart and life, 
to make you faithfull to the death,and to give you 
at laſt the crowne of life. 

This coun{ell that you may carcfully follow, 
thinke on theſe two or three things. The peace 
and joy of a good Conſcience, is better than the 
greatelt preferment in the world, and the lofle of 
it, is worſe than the loſle of thy lite, inthe cruel- 
leſt way that man can invent, Thou wilt loſe a 
little heaven, and create within thy heart alittle 
hell, which will laſt till the marrow of thy bones 
be conſumed, and thy moiltare turned into the 
drought of ſummer, in the day that thou turneſt 
akde trom thy fincere courte, and ſetteſt Conſct- 
ence againſt thee. The joy of an acquitting Con- 
ſcience, is unſpeakable and full of glory : and fo 
the ſorrow of an accuſing condemning Conlct- 
ence,is unſpeakable and full of terzour. 

'Tis ſorrow unſpeakable ſtrong. What God 
ſaid to the woman, after ſhe ha4 turned afide 
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from the upright way of the Lord, that I may ſay 
of all the ſeed of the woman, when once they 
turne alide from their upright converſation. #xto 
the woman God ſud, I will greatly multiply thy 
ſorrow, Gen,3.16, Sorrow multiplyed, is to have 
ſorrew upon ſorrow, as Pal uſeth the expreſſion 
tothe Philippians. As in child-bearing there is 
pang upon pang ; and theſe returns of pangs, 
grow ſtill ſtronger and ſtronger, till the womb be 
diſcharged of her burthen : ſo ſay I to you, in the 
day that you turn aſwe from upright walking,God 
will greatly multiply your ſorrow ; you ſhall have 
ſorrow npon ſorrow, pang upon pang, by an ac- 
cuſing Conſcience ; and theſe pangs thall till be 
ſtronger and ſtronger, till you have humbled your 
ſoules throughly for your halting, and get your 
Conſciences ſprinkled with the blond of Chritt. 

The ſorrowes which God diſtributeth to his, 
when they turne afide from ſincere walking they 
are {orrowes fetcht from hell, and thoſe forrowes 
of all ſorrewes, are rhe ftrongeſt. The ſorrowes of 
hel! compaſſed me, (aith the Plalmilt, To turn aſide 
from uprightneſſe,and holineſſe, was the practice 
of the evill angels, for whom hell was firſt foun- 
ded, and theretore God doth borrow {ome ſor- 
rowes from thence, to puniſh ſuch fins 1n his chil- 
dren, which carry a near {imilitude to their finne : 
that mes witio, may be ſimiles ſupplicio ; like 
in ſin, may be like in puniſhment, The forrowes 
which God inflis upon revolters, for ſimilitude 
ſake, are called the forrowes of hell. 

The ſorrows of hell God diſtributeth in anger, 

as Job laith, How oft z the candle of the wicked put 
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out? and f commeth their deſtruttion u rt 
God difty:buteth ſorrowes m his anger, Job"$x719. 

So the ſorrowes which God diltributeth to his 
peopen when they turne aſide from their ſincere 
walking,are from God, as with an angry frown; 
ing vizard upon his face,as if he were indeed very! 


with the perſon of the gedly; for hehates ſinne in 
all, with a perfe& hatred. The forrowes which! 
God will diſtribute to thee by accuſing Conſci- 
ence, when thou halteſt, ſhall be ſuch as in which 
thou ſhalt ſee nothing,but the angry face of God,; 
and this will make thee tremble and forrow, 'as 
the Lord ſpeaks of the Babylonians, Jer.5129.as 
the very damne1 in hell doe, as one that feeleth 
the very ſorrowes of hell to compaſle thee. 'God 
looking angerly upon the earth, it trembleth,! 
faith the Pſalmiſt, Pſa/.1 04-32. The earths the 
vaſteſt and greateſt body under heaven,and there- 


were laid by Gods owne immediate hand; and yet: 
it God doe but looke angerly upon this firm ftable 
body, fo tranſcendently founded, it trembleth +. 
how much more thea needs muſt man, which 13 
but alittle duſt of that grave vaſt body, ſhake and' 
tremble, when God as an angry God looks upon 
him ? | 

Secondly, the ſorrows of hell are (ach as prit- 
cipally torture the ſpirit. The fire which wee 
make, can only burne and torture the bodies ot| 
men ; becauſe this only of man is materiall :'im- 
materials, as the ſouls of men are, ouc fire can- 
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fore 1ealt apt to ſhaking; and the foundations ot it}, 


not falten upon ; but that frange fire,which God 
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hath: kindled in hell, for all that diſobey him, 
burns the ſouls of men, though immateriall ſub- 
ſtances. Nay, ſo ſtrange is that fire, that it burns 
theſe immateriall ſubſtances moſt fiercely, as be- 
ing the moſt ſinfull part of man ; for*tis only fin 
that pitches and defiles the ſoule, and makes it 
combuſtible, which otherwiſe would never burn, 
ifall the fierie artiſts of hell did blow the bellows. 
Nowy juſt ſach is that fire which Conſcience kin- 
dles npon the breach of integritie ; to wit, a fire 
that-principally tortures the ſpirit of man : a fire 
that buras 1nwardly,and conſumes the marrow of 
the bones, and drinks up the ſpirits. The arrowes 
which Conſcience ſhuts in upon a man, upon 
| the breach of ſinceritie, are ſuch as pierce princi- 
pally the ſpirit. As long as Job was patient under 
Gods hand, he felt the arrowes of the Almighty 
only without him, as I may ſay ; to wit, jn his 
bodie, in his children and ſubſtance ; but when 
beibrake out and curſed his day , he preſently 
complaines, that hee felt the arrowes of God 
within hin, and that the poiſon of them did 
drinke up his ſpirits, Fob 6.4, All that which be- 
fore ke felt without, was nothing to that which 
he now felt within upon his ſpirit : As the tor- 
ments which damned wretches ſhall ſufter in 
their dodies,are nothing to thoſe which ſhall con- 


tinuallic flce up and down within their ſouls : $0 
David after he had made breaches in his integri- 
tie, God filled his loir es with loathſome diſeales, 
but this was nothing to ſpeake of ; God made 
things ſtrike into his heart, and [then he roared, 
[ am ferble and fore broken, { have roared by rea- 
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ſon of the [ diſquietneſſe of my heart.) David 
felt pains gather about his heart, and then he ories 
out. The heart is the marke that God principally 
aimes at, when a Chriſtian hath turned aſide from 
his upright courſe : other outward parts he may 
hit and deeply wound, but this is but to make 
keles into the heart, where the ſeat of unſoundnes 
that principally offends him is. The fire which 
Conſcience kindles, it may fiaſh forth into the 
eyes,and tongue,and hands,and make a man looke 
fearefully, ſpeake deſperately, and doe bloudily, 
againſt the bodie;but the heat of the fire is princi- 
pally within, in the furnace, in the ſpirit ; ris but 
ſome ſparkles and flaſhes oaly, that you lee come 
forth at the lower holes of the furnace, which 
you behold in the eyes, words, and deeds of ſuch 
men, 

Thirdly, the ſorrowes of Hell are torturing,but 
yet not {xch as utterly conſurne and end the ſoule, 
The fire which we make, ler it taſten on never ſo 
bard a thing, yet it will conſume it in length of 
time. But that ſtrange fire that God hath kindled 
in Hell for all that diſobey him, though it burne 
with the greateſt fiercenes that can be conceived, 
yet it never conſumes the ſoules of thoſe that are 
now burned in it z no nor yet the kcdies that ſhall 
hereafter be burned in it. Damned foules are ever 
burning,and yet never burned ; ever a conſuming, 
and yet never conſumed ; and this addes infinitely 
to the iniſerie of the damned. Even ſuch is that | 
fire which conſcience kindles in the ſoule of man, 
upon the breach of integritie. 'Tis a fire that will | 
burne and torture the ſoule day and night, but ne- 
ver 
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yer conſume it. Hema» complaines that this fire 
burnt ſo fiercely in his ſoule, that it diſtracted his 
ſpirit, but yet did not end his {pirit,/Fhile I ſuffer 
thy terrour I am difrafted, Pſa. 88.15.The terrors 
that conſcience kindles in the ſpirit, will racke | 
the ſpirit, rend and teare limbe frem limbe, facul- 
tie from facultie, and make the ſpirit mad with 
horrour and anguiſh, but yet for all this not put a 
period to the ſpirit ; he ſhall be as ſuſpe&ive and 
as ſenſible of tortures to day as yeſterday, and to 
morrow as to day,and next weeke as this weeke, 
next yeare as this yeare, the laſt day of his life, as 
the firſt day they begun, if God do not ad4mira- 
bly intercept. Cenſcience hangs the ſoule in 
Chaines alive upon the breach of integritie ; and 
therelets the (oule beate himſclte, and bite and 
gnaw bimſelf,but yet cannot when he would end 
himſelfe, and this makes every torture double.O 
that I might have my requeſt ! and that God would 
grant me (hz thing that [ long for! Why what Job 
deſt thou long for ? why, eve that is wow!d pleaſe 
God to dt ſtroy me : that he would yet looſe his hand 
and cut me off. No Job, your ſpirit has banged but 


a While,tis not dead yet,and therefore it ſhall not 
be cut downe. The things that Jebs foule refuſed 
to touch, were made by conſcience his dayly for- 
rowfull meat.and this Gall and Wormwood tret- 
ted his guts, but did not ſtrangle and end him ; 
conſcience forc't him every day, and every night, 


to drigke a new drought that kept his ſpirit in 
continuall torture, and yet he could not get his 
fonle out of his body, nor have it conſumed in, 
The terrours that conſcience kindles, they are ſo 
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terrible,that they will make a man wiſh for death, 
nay, infiit death upon himſelte, and all to put an 
| end unto them, and yet all will not do, becauſe 
theſe tortures faſten upon the ſpirit, butdeſtroy 
not the ſpirit, © 

Finally, the ſorrowes of Hell, they are ſuch as 
are not in the leaſt meaſure pittied by God, 
Though the damned in Hell betormented with 
ſulfurous flames, which is a very fierce fire ; and 
though they cry and roare,howle,and yell,ſhrich, 
20d gnath teeth continually, and all this in the 
hearing of God continually, which would ſtirre, 
nay, turnethe bowels of any man, to heare but a 
moment z yet it ſtirres not God a jot, though he 
had heard thoſe dolorous cries ſo many hundred 
yeares,to givethem thelealt good word, or good 
looke. So that ſorrow which con!{cienceTraites in 
the toule upon the breach of lincerity, God ſeems 
not topitty in the leaſt meaſure, for a long time. 
Though the ſpirit of man be rackt, tortured, and 
affrighted even unto diſtration,yet God will not 
{o much as afford a good looke to the Soule. 
Though he pray and faſt, and conſume himlſelfe 
wittitalting, yet not any beame of light and love, 
that the revolting foule ſhall fee in the counte- 
naiice of God, to take hold on, and to comfort 
himſelte by, Hence tis that the Pialmiſt complains 


of God and his mercy as clean gone]! rhe Lorg | 
caſt off for ever? and will he be favonrable no morer | 


t& his mercy cleane gone for ever ? doth his promiſe 
faile for ever more ? Pſal.77.7,8.Nay, many times 
God ſerves backe-ſliding Chriltians, as he ferved 
*| the IFaclitcy of old to wit,encrealcs their forrew 
whcn 
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when they are in carneſt ſuit for releaſe and com- 
fort; ſo far he 1s from pittying of them : and as 
Joſeph carried himſelfe to his Brethren;inſtead of 
pirtying themin their want, he ſpake affcighting- 
y to them, and.gold them that they were Spies, 
and ſo put them in feare of the lofle of their lives. 
Juft thus for a time doth God uſually carry him- 
lelfe to revolting Chriſtians: he is ſo far from pit- 
tying them , notwithſtanding all their Prayers, 
that he calls them dogges,and fpeakes roughly to 
them, and puts them in feare of the lofle of their 
beſt lives, and ſeemes relolved to proceed againſt 
them as his enemies, beg and cry as long as they 
will, Job points at this, where he faith, Wherefore 
bideſt thou thy face and holdeft me for thine enemy? 
Job 13.24. And is net this Hell indeed, to be 1n 
ſoule-milery, and to have no compaſſion from 
God? To be pittied and condoled by a mans 
friend, though he be not able to help him, we take 
it aS a great mercy, and moderation of miſery ; 
Fob would ſo have accounted it, But when ſuch 
as we take for friends,J1o not only forbeare to pit- 
ty, but ſet themſelves againſt us in our miſery,and 
adde to our affliftions ; this makes miſery un- 
ſpeakeably miſerable,and a lively Emblem of hell 
indeed : But I go no further this way. 
Secondly,as the ſorrow which conſcience cau- 
ſeth upon the breach of ſincerity, is uaſpeakably 
ſtrong, no other in a manner but the torments of 
Hell; 6 tis oft-times unſpeakably ſudden.As the 
Wind raiſes hideous (tormes and tempeſts at Sea 
on a ſudden, that endanger the drowning of all; 


ſo Conſcicace, when once the ſoule hath turned 
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aſide to crooked waics, oft times of a ſudden rai- 
ſes hideous ſtorms and tempeſts in the ſoul, which 
addes exccedingly ta the torture. Herrour and | 
terrour breaking forth ſuddenly, affrights more 
by far, then if it came with warning, The fire that 
conſcience kindles in the ſoule, is like the ſetting 
a fire of Gun-powder; very ſudden, as tis very | 
fierce. After once a breach is made upon fincerity, 
conſcience lates traincs of wild-fire and blowsup 
all a mans joy on an inſtant, & ſets on fire the ſoul, 
& then lets in legions of ſuch ſpirits whoſe dwcl. 
ling is enly in fire,to keep garriſon againſt all pro- 
miles of good te this ſoule, and then the ſoule be- | 
coms like Paſhwr,fear rownd about:the face of God 
terrible ; the face of friends terrible z the thought 
of ſicknefſe,death; and the thought of death,Hell ; 
& the thought of hell,as at the door, and unaveid- 
able. As the Arrows which God will fhoot againſt 
the enemies ef his Church, ſhall goforth as light- 
ning,Zec.9.14+- ſothe Arrows which God ſhoots 
by conſcience, againſt ſuch as turne aſide te evill 
waies they go forth oft times as lightning, very 
ſudden,and very {wift.Sometimes when a fin ike 
Belſhazzar is in the very act of finne, conſcience 
writes down a mans doom in his heart, & in ſuch 
legible Letters, that the finner cannet ctoole but 
read and tremble. When a ſinner is taking pleaſure 
in unrighteouſnefſe,of a ſudden conſcience breaks 

forth into thundring and lightning inthe ſoule, 
& the ſinner is as one deſcending quick into h21l. 

Ana immediately, while he yet fpake) the Cock, 
crew, and the Lord looked backs upon Prier,laith the | 
Text,L#k.22,60. On a ſudden, while Pezcr was | 
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in the very a& of denying,a Cock crew within, to 
wit, conſcience that made Peters {pirit dic with- 
in him. Once and twice Peter denyed Chrift,and 
Chriſt did not awaken conſcience, and ſet kim at 
him to pull him by the throat, bat the third time, 
immediately while he yet ſþake, Conſcience like a 
Lion ran upon kis ſoule, and made him belceve 
that he would be a tormentor to him, as he is to 
the damned before their time. Sometimes conſci- 
ence may let a man alone, after he is turned afide 
from (incere walking, but if the ſoule ſtill go on, 
of a ſudden Conſcience will breaxe forth into | 
thundring and lightning, fo fiercely as he did in 
Peters (oule, on whom if, Chriſt had not looked 
backe, Peter would have gone neere to have ſer- 
ved himſelfe as Judas, after he had betrayed his 
Maſter, ; 

To conclude all,T his I am ſure,O fincere ſoule, 
that as conſcience will make thee know to thy 
comfort, that tis a ſweet thing faithfully and fin- 
cerely to ſerve God; ſo conſcience will make thee 
know to thy griefe, that it is an evill and a bitter 
thing to turne away from the good way of the 
Lord. Having therefore now ſet good and evill 
before thee,make a wiſe choice; Choole rather to 
undergo any thing, that man or devill can inveat, 
that thou maieſt (till enjoy the peace and joy of a 
ood conicience, then to have the greateſt honor 
this world will afford, and ſhipwrack ſincerity, 
and ſolye liable to the laſh of an evill coaſcience, 
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2 Cor. 1. 12. 
Foy oxr rejoycing # this, tye teſtimony of ony con- 
ſerenceghat tn fimplicity and godly ſincerity, not 
with fleſhly wiſdome, but by the grace of God, 
we have bad our couverſationin the world, and 
more abundantly to yon-wards , but eſpecially 


among ft you, 


SRZAH E fourth and laſt propofition . 
| Vas F; which now owwhar ot. = order 

| and method comes to be handled, 

l isthis, That there be ſpecial! time; 
CLINE 47d occaſions, for the declaration of 
OO fmeerity, which ought to be obſer- 
ved, and anſwerably ro declare and ſhew our ſelves, 
The Churchof the Corinthians was very vitious 
in doctrine and manners,as we may plainly ſee by | 
many expreflions of $ Pax in his firſt and ſecond 
Epiltles to them. They were « contentious, and 
b pufted up one againſt another. They had itching 
ears, and carnally gloried in men ; one was for 
6 Paxl, and another for Apollo, and another for 
Cephas : They were voluptuous, that before they 


came to the Lords Supper, one was bungry, ano- 
ther d drunken inthe houſe of God : They were 
followers of heatbeniſh faſhions, as in their ap- 

parell and meats, (o in their haire, wearing it ſo 
long that very e Nature and the Cuſtome of the 

Church of Chriſt condemned it: They were f ſu- 
perſt1tious 
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perſtitious, g idolatrous, h adulterous, fernicators, 
abuſers of themſelves with mankind,theeves, co- 
vetous, drunkards, revilers, extortioners. marmu- 
rers, : temptersof Chriſt, k backbiters, whiſpe- 
rers,raiſers of tumults,and what not ? Thus grolle 
wickednefſe made Pax/ to ſtirre up the grace of 
God in him,and to uſe great bo/dneſſe of ſpeech,to» 
wards this Church, as hbimſelfe (faith, 2 Cor.7.4. 
with all plainnefle and powerfulnefle, reproving 
their ſins, and making manifeft the truth, to every 
mans / conſcience, in the fight of God. They were 
growne ſo looſe, that Pax! was forc't to uſe ſuch 
»s (harp and home expreiiens,and with ſuch Ma- 
jeſty, as you ſhall not find him the like, to any 
Church, Twice in one Epiltle uſeth he this up- 
braiding expreſſion, » I ſprake this to your ſhame, 
which not once thronghout all his Epiltles,to any 
ether Charch,doth he uſe the like upbraiding lan- 
guage. And then delivering bis repreofs with ſuch 
a tranſcendent Majeſty. Moreover I call God for a 
record upon my ſonle, that to ſpars you I came not as 
yet ro Corinth, 2 Cor. 1, 23. Asit he would dart 
their ſoules through, with ſuch an holy feare of 
God, that their looſe hearts for ever after might 
ſtand in awe and fin not. Thus as this Church a- 
bove all other, gave 5. Pax/ ſpeciall occaſion for 
the declaration of his uprightneſle and ſincerity, 
ſo anſ{werably he couragiouſly applyed himlelfe 
anto them, which is the meaning of this expreſſi- 
on in my text, #7 wore abundantly to you-ward, 
or, ſpecially among you. ; 

Pa:l had dealt fincerely with all other Churches, 
but other Churches were not ſ@ openly wicked, 
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Of Smeerity, 
and therefore there needed not, that be ſhould uſe 
ſuck open majeſticalconteſtation with them, This 
Church of Cor:ncb was very openly and wilfully 
wicked, and therfore Par! anſwerably opened his 
mouth againſt them. OCorinthians,orr month is o- 
pen nnto you,onr heart is enlarged: ye are not ſtrait» 
ued in us, but ye are ſtraig hined in your own bowels, 
2 Cor.6.11.We have ſaid enough and don enough 
(as if the Apoſtle had 1aid)) to werke upon your 
prophane hearts, and to turn you from your pre- 
phane lives,but yet your affcRions areltraightned 
and clogged, that you come not off {o readily, to 
follow our holy initructions as you ſhould, The 
point you ſee is very naturally raiſed. Thar there 
be ſpeciall times and occaſions,for the declaration of 
fncerity,wh:ichwe ought to obſerve,ons arſwerably 
to declare and ſhew onr ſelves in oxr places. 
Speciall times and occalions forthe declaration 
finceritie, are eith:r perſonal, dowefticall, ſociall, 
or »ation-f. Perſonall eccalions, which require 
ſinceritie after aſpecial manner to te declared, are 
whena man is ſtrongly aflaulted dy the world, 
the fleſh or the devill, to finne azainft God; or elſe 
ſtrongly hindred in teekivg the glory of God, and ; 
the good of his Charch. When S7mo» the forcerer 
ſaw,that through laying en of the Apoſtles hands 
the holy Ghoſt was g1ven,he offered Peter mony 
to impart his $kill unto him, ard foto have mace 
bim a merchant of the holy Ghoſt for gain; then 
was a ſpeciall perſonall occaſion from the world, 
for Peter to declarc his ſinccritic,that he abhorced 
all unjuſtwaics to get wealth and that he was not 
mercenarie in his Miniſterie, as the world might 
inp - 
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ſuppoſe - Which he wiſcly confidered,and anſ{we- 


| raply carcied himſelf, Peer ſtood up, and couragi- 


oully {ail toSim.the forcerer, Thy mony periſhwith 
thee; becauſe that thou thoughtſt the gift of God 
may bs purchaſed with mony, thox haſt neither 

art nor lot in this matter,for thy heart i not right 
in the (ight of God. Repent therfore of this thy wic- 
hednes,and pray God if perhaps the thoughts of thy 


heart may be forgiven thee,for 1 perceive that thou | 


art in the gall of bitterneſſe and bonds of iniquity, 
When Samuel was thought hardly of the people 
being Rtrongly fct to have a King,as other Nations 
had,not likirg their government by Judges ; then 
was & {peciall perſonall occaſion from the world, 
for Samxel to declare his integrity that he had 
walked faithfully as Gods Vicegerent over them, 
& had giventhem no yult occaſion, to wax weary 
of this way of government, and ſo conlequently 
that they did evill to deſire a King. And Samuel 
ſaid ro all Iſraell,behold here I am, witzeſſe againſ# 
me before the Lord,and before his annointed:Whoſe 
Oxe have Itahent whoſe Aſſe have I takenior whom 
have [ defrauded? whom have 1 opprefſed? or of 
whoſe hands havel received axy bribe to blind mine 
ejes therewith,and I will reſtore it you? 1 Sam. 12, 
3. When Barjeſw withſtood Pau! in his miniſtry, 


that he could not doe that good he would upon 
Sergins Pauls, then was ſpeciall perſonall occa» 
fion from the world for Pax/to declare his {ince- 
ty, that he ſtrongly abhorred flatterers and time- 
ſervers, and dearcly loved the glory of God,and 
tho winning of foules unts him ; which ke wilely 
confidered, & aniweratly with courage declared 
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Of Sincerity, 
himſelf, 7 henSanl,who alſo is called P avnl,filled with 
the Holy Ghoſt;ſet his eyes on him,& ſaid, O full of 
all ſubtilty & all miſchief,thox child of the Devil, 
thou enemy of all righteouſnes,wilt thou not ceaſe to 
pervert the right waies of the Lord? A.13.9,10. 

When Paxl was [trongly ſet upon by his own 
fleſh,when the Law in his members rebelled a- 
gainlt the Law of kis minde.and carried him cap- 
tive to the Law of fin;then was a ſpeciall perſonal! 
occaſion from the fleſh, for Pax! to declare his (in- 
cerity, that he loyed God more then his luſts,& to 
pleaſe him, rather then to enjoy the pleaſares of 
ſin, which hee wiſely conſiderd, and anſwerably 
declared himſclfe. But / keep under my body, and 
bring it into ſubjcition,leſt that by any means when 
I have preached to others, my ſelf ſhould be a caft- 
away, 1 Cor.9.27. This is after a ſpeciall manner 
to declare fincerity indeed, when a man cours 
gioully fights againſt himſelfe fo farre forth as fin- 
full and oppoſite to God. The luſts of the heart, 
arethe cnemies of a mans own houſe, which are 
the worlt enemies of all, and therfore whea theſe 
begin to warre and rebe]), againſt that holy light 


deed for a man toſtirre up the grace of God in 
him , and to "declare his uprightneſle for God, 
whoſe throne the heart of man ought to be.or elſe 
God will give upthe heart tothe power and de- 
minion of (in, and thenthe ſoul 1s undone for ever. \ 
This Pax! wiſely confidered,and therefore when 
he felt this prick in the fieth after a ſpecia'l man- 
ner moleſt him, he til] after a ſpeciall manner de- 
clared his uprightneſle in wreltng againſt it, 


which isin our mind, then 1s a ſpeciall time in- | 
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that ſo he might ſubdue kis fleſh, w ich otherwiſe | 


would have ſubdued his ſpirit, and outed Chriſt 
of his prime Hold, and S. Par! of his prime hap- 


pieſſe. | 
When the Devill tempted Chriſt to caſt down 


himſelfe from the top of a ſteep place, and to fall 


downe and worfhip him, and ſo te decline his Fa- 
ther utterly ; then was a ſpeciall perſonall occaſion 
from the Devill for Chriſt to declare his upright- 
nes, that he prized every tittle of his fathers will 
above all this world, and all the honours and 
pleaſures in it. Whick Chriſt wiſely conſidered, 
and anſwerably with much courage and reloluti- 
on declared himſelfe, Then ſaid Ieſws wmo 
him, get thee hence Satan : for it is written, that 
thou fhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and hin onely 
ſhalt thou ſerve. Math.4, 10. So when the Ser- 
pent {ſubtilly got into one of the followers of 
Chriſt,and praied him to pitic and ſpare himlſelfe, 
from that painfull worke on which the glory of 
God, and the ſalvation of man ſo much depen- 
ded ; then was a ſpeciall perſonall occafien frem 
the Devill, for Chrift againe to declare his finceri- 
ty , that he more regarded the glory of God,and 
the good of man, then his owne, lite, though his 
hfe were worth a thouſand of ours; which he tho 

rowly conſidered, and anſwerably declared him- 


| ſelt,Ger thee behind me Satan, Mare$.3 3- 50 when 


the Serpent ſubtilly ſet upon our firlt. Parents , to 
draw them to cat of the forbidden fruit,then was 
a ſpeciall perſonall occalion from the Devill , for 
them to have declared their uprightnefle; that they 
would not diſobey_ their God ia the lealt point, 
though 
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Of Sincerity, 
though they might have been made Gods them- 
ſelves, to doe it: which becauſe they did not ſeri- 
ouſly conſider, and anſwerably carry themſelves, 
they leſt the confirmation of their happy being, 
and plunged themſclves,and allus their poſterity, 
into unſpeakable miſery, 

Domeſticall eccaſions, which require ſincerity 
after aſpeciall manner to be declared,are,when in 
Family relations, good or evill, after a ſpeciall 
manner is to be converſant about. when Els 
Sonnes abuſed their high calling , by a prophane 
converiation; then was a fſpeciall domelticall oc- 
calion for Ely to declare his ſincerity to God and 
man, that he loved the glory of God above the 
lives of his Sonnes; which becauſe he did not ſeri- 
guſly obſerve and anſwerably carry himlelte , but 
paſſed over aſpeciall eccaſion, with an ordinarie 
reproofe , therefore God fell out with him, and 
puniſhed him as one that eſteemed and loved his 
Sonnes, more then Gad, When God comman- 
ded Ahraham to ſacrifice his onely Sonne /ſaac, 
then was a ſ{peciall doinelticall occaſion for A- 
brabam to declare his ſincerity, That to obey 
the will of God, was dearer to him then the lite 
of his onely Sonne ; which he ſeriouily conſide- 
red, and anſwerably carried himſelfe; and God 
then openly confeſſed 15rabam to be upright. 
For now I know that thox feareſt God, ſeeing chou 
haſt not withheld thy ſonne, thine only ſou from me, 


Gen.,22.12. When /ebs wife bid /ob in his cxtre- 
mity to curſe God and die, then was a ſpeciall do- 
meſticall occaſion for /eb to declare his ſincerity 
that he ſerved God for neught, which Jeb ſeri- 
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ouſly conſidered, and anſwerably carried himſelfe 
towards his wife. T how ſpeakeft as one of the fooliſh 
women ſpeakethgwhat ? ſhall we receive good at the 
hands of God and mot evillt J0b.2.10.S0 when Da- 
vid, Sauls ſonne, hada ſpeciall advantage againſt 
| Sawl and might have flaine him, bat weuld not, 
becauſe he wasthe Lords annointed z then was a 
{pecialldomeſticall occaſion for David to declare 
his uprightnefle to God and to Sax/, that hee was 
an obedient ſon to Sax/, and deſired not the life or 
Kingdom of his father, but to live in love and 
peace with him ; which David wiſely cenlidered, 
and took this ſpeciall occaſion to declare his inte- 
grity to Sax/ ; and this done ſo feafonably, his 
words were to Saul like Apples of Gold in Pi- 
ures of Silver, which made him te confeſſe Da- 
vid to be more righteous then himſclfe, I $49.24. 
17. Solikewiſe when God met oſes in an Inne, 
and commanded him to circumcite his ſenne, to 
which bloudy ordinance Z:pporah was lo averſe, 
or otherwiſe hee ſhould lole his life, then was a 
{peciall domeſticall occaſion for Moſes to declare 
hisujrightneſſe to God and te his wife, that hee 
regarded more to pleaſe God then to pleaſe bis 
wite ; which Moſes ſeriouſly conſidered, and an- 
{werably with courage carried himſclfe,or clie be 
had afluredly ſmarted ſeverely. 

Soviallor Symmachicali occaſions and times, for 


the declaration of ſincerity after a ſpecial manner, 
are When good or evill are more then ordinarily 
converſant about in relation to ſuch or ſuch a So 

ciety or Corporation, When Joab that bloudy 


man, would have deſtroyed exbe/ that ancient 
City. 
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City, becauſe of Shebaa ſeditious man which fled 
thither,then was a ſpeciall lymmachicall occaſion 
for that wiſe woman to declare her uprightneſle, 
for her own good, and for the goo4 of that City 
whereof ſhe was a member;that the was none of 
them that made (trite and contention againſt Da- 
vid, nor that City in which ſhe lived ; which ſhe 
wiſely conſidered, and anſwerably with wiſdom 
and —_— carried her ſelf. / a7 one of them that 
are peaceable in Iſrael,thon ſeekeſt to deſtroy a City 
and a mother in Iſrael, why wilt thou ſwallow up 
the inheritance of the Lord, 2Sam.10.19. When 
Judas one of that Honourable Society, 'plotted 
miſchiefe againſt Chriſt, the Maiter ofthat Com- 
pany, then was a ſpeciall time for Chriſt to de- 
clare his integrity, that the World might know 
that Chriſt had givea 74s no jult cauſe, thus 
treacherouſly to behave himſelte, but had every 
way ſo carried himſelfe towards him, as might 
have been enough to have won any mans heart 
for ever to him. Chriſt made hin as his equal), his 
familiar friend; he did cat of his bread, he had fa-' 
vors in common with the reſt of the Apoſtles;and 
yet played the trajtor to Chriſt ; this, Chriſt upon 
this occaſion (yon know) declared. When the 
Holy-Ghoſt after a tranſccrident manner, fell up- 
on the Apoſtles , that they ſpake with divers 
tongues, ſome ſons of Belial mocked them and 
ſaid, Theſe men are full of xew wine ; then was a 
ſpecial ſymmachical occaſion for Petey to declare 
his uprightnetle for the glory of Gad, and for the 
credit of that honorable Society of which he was: 


| to declare to all the World, that they were not 
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drunken, as the blind worldlings conceived, but 
Tranſcendently filled with the Holy Ghoſt ; 
which the Apoſtle ſ{crioufly conſidered, and an- 
ſwerably with much courage he declared him- 
ſelfe. But Peter ſtanding up with the eleven,lifted 
wp his vorce and ſad, ye men of Indea, and all that 
dwell at Ternſalem, be this knowne unte you, and 


| hearken unto my words; fortheſe are not drunken 


& ye ſuppoſe, ſecing ut 15 but the third homre of the 
day; bat this 1s that which was ſpokew by the pro- 
phet Joel. At.2.14.15,16, 

N ationall erraſions and times for the declara- 
tion of ſincerity after a ſpeciall manner, are 
when goed or evill afcer a ſpeciall manner js con- 
verſant about, in relatien, not to this or that pat- 
ticular perſon, but to the whole Nation. When 
bloody Pharaoh wonld have deſtroyed all 1/rae/, 
then was a ſpeciall nationall occaſion, for Ms- 
ſer and the reſt of the Worthies of the Lord, to 
declare their ſincerity, tor the glory of God, 
and the good of his Church; which Moſes (e- 
rionſly conſidered, and anſwerably with much 
courage carried himſelle towards Fbaraoh, upon 
all occaſions, though a King : he told him his 
owne, and held him ftritly ro Gods termes ; 
and though he ſhufiited and ſhifted , and went 
forth and hacke as a halting rotten Prince, to 
worke Moſes about to decline a little from Gods 


will, yet ſo ſincerely did 4oſes declare him- 
ſelfe to God end all his peoplc, that he would not 
eeld to Pharaoh a hoofe, nor ſwerve from a 
ittle of what God bid him to ſtand for. So when 
Balaam would have curſed all 1ſrae/ for wealth 
2nd 
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and honour, then ———— 
for all Iſraclites indeed, to declare their ſipce- 
rity, by wreſtling with the Lord by prayer, to 
countermine all his inchantments, which they ſe- 
riouſly con{idered,and anſwerably with mnch un- 
weariedneſs donbtletle did,or cl{c doubtlefle God 
would never have withſtood Bal/aam in that ad- 


{ mirable manner as ke did, and bave forced him 


{t1]: to bleſſe, when he meant to curſe. when /( 
ral committed whoredom with thedaughtersof | 
Aoab, and joyned them ſelves unto BaolPeor, 
and the anger ef the Lord kindled, threatned to 
deſtroy all, then was a ſpeciall Nationall occaſion 
for Moſes to declare his (inceritie , that he loved 
the glory of God above the hives of his Brethren, 
which he ſeriouſly conſidered , and anſwerably 
with much courage did, And Moſes ſaid unto the 
Inages of Iſrael, ſlay ye every one his men, that 
were joyned to Daal-Peor, Num.25.5, So when 
Iſrael had madetkem a molten Calf in the ablence 
of Meoſe;, and God would have deſtroyed them all 
at once,and have made Aoſes a great Nation it he 
would have let him alone in his way, then was a 
ſpecially national occaſion indeed for I1sſes to de- 
clarc his uprightnes, that he loved the lives of his 
brethren above all honors and preferments this 
world could afford him, 8& that he loved the gle- | 
ry of God (which would have been much blemi- 

ſhed by the Heathen, if he had deſtroyed 1ſrae!) | 
more then his own life, which he ſeriouſly conſ1- 
dered,and anſwerably declared himſelf. And Afo- 
ſes returned unto the Lord, and faid,0h this people 
have committed a great fin,&c.Yet now if thouwilt 
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forgive their fin,& if nor,blot me I pray thee,ont of 
thy beok, Exed.32.31,32. When 1ſrac! halted be- 
tween God and Baa, making a auxture of divine 
werſhip & idolatrous together, 'one to colour the 
other, that poiſon might be ſwallowed without 
ſcrupling,to the ſpeedy and unſenſible perdition of 
ſouts;then was a {pec1al nationall occaſion for the 
Prophets of the Lord to declare their uprightnes, 
incrying againſt halting, not fearing man who 
ſhall be made as grafle ; which Elijah ſeriouſly 

conſidered, and anſwerably with much courage 
caried himſelfe. And Elijah came unto all the peo- 
ple & ſaid, how long halt ye between two epinions? if 
the Lord be God follow him;but if Baal,then follow 
hiz:and the people anſwered hins nt a word. When 
Azariah the Prophet told Aſa and all J»da, that 
their balting in Gods worſhip was the cauſe of all 
their troubles,and that if tkey did zealouſly return 
to that parity of divine worſhip, which God rc- 
quired,and ſhake off mans inventions, it ſhould go 

well with them, and that God would till be with 
them for good, and not for hurt, as he had been ; 

then was a ſpeciall national occafion tor that peo- 

ple to declare their fincerity; their love to the pu- 

rity of Gods erdinances, more then to their own 

inventions ; which thcy ſeriouſly conſidered, and 

anſwerably with much zeal and lite did. And they 


| 


| 


eutred into a covenant to ſeek tbe Lord God of their 
fathers,with all their heart with all their ſoule,that 
whoſeever would not ſech_the Lord God of Iſrael 
ſhould be put to death, whether ſmal or great, whe- 
ther man or woman,2( br.15.12,12.50 when Haman 
had plotted the death of all the Jews, then was a 
ſpeciall 
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{peciall nationall occaſion for Afordecai and Zf- 
her to declare their ſincerity, for the glory of God 
and the good of his Church ; whichthey ſeriouſly 
obſeryed,and anſwerably with much courage car- 
ried themſelves, Then Efther bad them returne 
Mordecai this anſwer, Go gather together all the 
Jews that are preſent in Shuſhan, and faſt ye for me, 
ani neither eat nor drink_three daies night nor day: 
[ alſo and my maidens will faſt likewiſe, and ſo will 
[ go in unto the King which ts not according to the 
Luw, and if I periſh IT periſh, Eſther.4.15,16. 
Thereaſon why God in the courſe of his pro- 
vidence,brings about ſpeciall occaſions for the de- 
claration of {incerity, are theſe : Firſt, that the 
world andthe Devill may ſee, that his people are 
indeed fncere. Speciall occaſions of triall, arelike 
Nebachadnezzars fiery farnace, heat ſeven-times 
hotter then ordinary, which will thorowly dif- 
cover gold from drotle. Theſe made known Jobs 
ſincerity ſo univerſally, that all mouthes were 
{topt, which ſtrangely theught and ſpoke of Job 
before.” Tis very common withthe Devill and his 
children, to account and call Gods peopic hypo- 
crites ; ſuch as doe not ferve God for nought, but 
follow Cariſt for loaves, and profeſle religion for 
their own ends.Now Ged to coavince thele cen- 
{orious wretches,that judge amiile of the genera- 
tion of the juſt,brings his children as it wereupon 
the ſtage, in the open view of al', and puts them 
upon ſpzciall trials of their uprightacfie ; hee ſets 
them ſuch tasks of doing or ſuffering, that (hall 
ſtretchevery veinin their bodies, 1ad convince all 
beholders,yea,the Devill and all ais children, thar 
they 
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they are ſince; and make them confefſewith Sal, 
that they are more righteous then themſelves, As 
there de ſome ſtarres, which by divine inſtitution 
are inviſible to us,and others viſible, to declare the 
glory of God, and to be ef uſe for man : So tho(e 

ars which Ged hath placed in the leſſer world, 
to wit, the ſoul of man, ſome of them Sod would 
have to be as it wcre inviſible to the world ; God 
would have « Chriſtian, maJeſtly,an4 humvly to 
conceal,as much as may be,many gifts ; but others 
againe Ged wbuld they ſhould declare them as 
much as may be, to his glery , and the good of 
others, as love, and finceritie, that they may ſpar- 
kle in the eyes of all the world,as glorious beams 
of the divine Image. Now man being too back- 
ward to this wot voluntarily, Ged makes and 
| fits occaſions and times for the very purpole, that 
ſhall ſift a man througbly, and ſound his heart to 
the bottome, and turn his inſide outward , and fo 
declare his ſinceritie or bypocriſie to all the world. 
As God knowes who ate his, ſo he will have the 
Devill an1 his childrea to know aiſo who are his; 
that they may walk as (elf-candemned wretches, 
as Sax did for periccuting of them, Now to ef- 
fe this, this is the thing God docs, viz.he makes 
bitter pils for his children to twallow, heavie 
burdens for his children to beare, ſuch as noun- 


ſound heait would touch, with one of his fiagers; 
he heats furnaces ſeven times hotter then ordina- 


| ry, and tarows his children into them ; one thing 


orother Gol fo orders, that ſhall put his people 
to it, to ſee what mettall they be made of , that 
ſhall anato mize every ſtring in their hearts,ſo that 
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the Devill and all his children,to their conviction 
and torment, ſhall read ſinceritie written in their 
hearts, with capitall letters. 

The ſecond reaſon why God in the courſe of 
| kis providence, brings about ſpecial eccaſions 
for the declaration of ſinceritie, 1s, that his own 
glory may thereby be greatly advanced. Speci- 
all cures, they winne a name to a Phyſitian, more 
then the ordinarie cures of ſeven years pra- 
Rice : likewiſe ſpeciall vitories, winne their 
prime agents more hoaour, then all the ordina- 
ry warfare of their whole life : So God by car- 
rying his people through ſpeciall occafions of 
triall, magnifies the glory of his power, wiſedome, 
and love, morethen a thouſand ordinarie palla- 
ges of his providence towards them, What a 
name for power, God wonne to himfelfe, in 
the heart of Darie/, and the three children , for 
enabling them with ſuch courage, to ſtop the 
mouthes of Lions, and to quench the violence 
of tire; to expoſe themſelves to the mercie of 
Lions and fire, rather then to wrong their con- 
ſciences. This doubtlefle made them more to 
ſing of the power and goodnefle of the Lord, 
then all the paſſages of his providence towards 
them in the whole courſe of their lives before. 
Some 5skiltull Phyfitians will make their men ! 
ſwallow this or that ſtrong poyſon, that they 
may ihew their $kill before multitudes in cu- 
ring of them, to winne them a name ; So God 
he puts his people to great plunges oft-times, 
that he may winne them a naie for ever in 
! their hearts, and in the hearts of all beholdcrs, 
tor 
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' for wiſdom, power, and mercy in carrying them 
ſweetly thorow all, without making thipwrack 
of faith and a good conſcience. This know, that 
*tis Geds great work in this werld to advance his 
own Name, and to make it great to the ends of 
the Earth : now, amongſt the many notable wales 
he hath to magnific his Name, this is one, and not 
the meaneſt, to wit, to put his people upon ſpeci- 
all occaſions, of the triall of their lincerity ; and 
by theſe, ſuch an art hath God to advance his own 
honour, that hee wins a world of hearts to him- 
ſelfe at once, that will bee ſo many living Trum- 
pets to ſound forth the praiſe of his greatnes and 
goodnefle, from genearation to generation, 

Thirdly, God by his providence brings about 
ſpeciall occaſions for the trial of ſincerity, to adde 
to the torture of the Devil and his children. Great 
trials of the godly, put the Devilland his children 
in hope of their utter ruine. Whea Hamman had 
prevailed fo far, as to get a bloudy decree againſt 
the Jews, he then joyed exceedingly, as one that 
promiſed himſclfe their utter ruine - now God 
ltepping in between, and on a ſudden toraing this 
triall of Mordecais to his advantage, and to Ha- 
ans diladvantage ; to his honour, and H:mans 

Giſgrace, no man can tell, nor hardly conceive, 

how this added to Humans torture. God hath ad- 

mirable wayes, to make wicked men gnaſh their 
teeth, before they ceme to Hell ; and amongſt the 
many admirable wayes which God hath for this 
end, this is not one of the meaneſt, to put the 
wicked into a kinde of hope, of having their will 
upon the godly, by giving the godly 1n part (for 
trials 
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frials ſake) into their hands, and then on a ſad- 
den, ſnatching them farther out of their power, | 
then ever they were before, and making them en- | 
zins of the downfall of the wicked. This bath 
made many a proud malicious wretch hang him- 
ſelfe,flab himſclfe, poyſon himſelfe, to wiſh him- 
ſelte any where, ſo hee were but out of the ſight 
and talk of them that feare God. 

Laſtly, God in the ccurſe of his providence, 
brings about ſpeciall occaſions, for the triall and 
diſcovery of fincerity, that ſo the joy of the up- 
right may bee augmented, in this life, and in the 
lie to come. Speciall trials of ſincerity, ſincerely 
gone through, they procure joy unſpeakable and 
full of glory in this life ; and they work abont joy 
unconceiveable and full of glory in the life 
come. There is joy in this life for the godly, and 
joy unſpeakable and fall of glory. So there is a 
reward in Heaven for the godly, and a great re- 
ward, as Chriſt uſcth the epithete, Matrh.5.12, 


Now,unſpeakable joy God givesto them that un- 
dergoe unſpeakable trials of their integrity ; hee 
g1ves full flaggons of conſolation to ſuch as have 
been ſorely ſhot at, as the expreſſion is uſed con-+ 
ccrning Joſeph, Gen. 49. 23. and yet have Kept | 
faithfullte their God. So the great reward in Hea- | 
ven, is kept for them that undergoe great trials 
on carth, and yet hold faſt their integrity. As 
Princes have their waies to advance men to great 
honour, honourably ; to wit, by putting them up- 
on ſome notable,hard, and aithcult ſervice, and if 
they acquit themſelevs we'l and faithfolly in it, 
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then to confer great honour upon them, not other 
wile: 
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wiſe: So the King of Kings he hath his honourable 
waics to advance mean Chriſtians to great ſpiri- 
tuall dignities, here and hereafter: and amongſt 
manie others this is one,namely,to put them upon 
| ſpeciall trials, and difficult taskes and ſervices, 
that ſhall put every nerve and ſinew to it; and dif- 
chargiog themſelves well and faithfully in theſe, 
then he puts a /ong white robe upon them,and palms 
in their hands,great (pirituall dignities,that ſo they 
may be knowne to all, to be ſuch, as came ont of 
great tribulation, as John ſaith, Rev.7.14- 

This deqtrine findech fault with two ſorts of 
perſons, v:z. ſuch as of wiltulneſſe, and ſuch as of 
weakneſle, negleR and paſle by ſpeciall times and 
occaſions, for the declaration of (1nceritie. 

Men wilfully paſſe by ſpeciall ttmes and occa- 
ſions, for the declaration of finceritie, when they 
ſhut their eyes, and will not take notice of ſuch 
times, out of ſome {elf-reſpet. The Prophet 7- 
ſaiah ipeaks of this fort of men,where he ſaith, Lez 
favour he (hewed to the wicked, yet | will he not} 
learn righteouſnes in the Land of uprightues\wil he 
deal unjuſtly | | and will not] behold the Aajeſty of 
the Lord. Lord when thy band u« lifted up|they wil 
not ſee: but they ſhall ſec, and be aſhamed for their 
envy at the people,5c, Iſa.26. 10,11. God gave 
ſpeciall times to this generation of men, to mend 
their maners, and to declare uprigheneſle 1a their 
converſation to his glory ; but though this {peciall 
favour were ſhewed them, yet world they not, (© 
much as ſet avout to learne rightteouſnefle, to ac- 
quaint their deluded conſcience with what was 
right, and to be praiſed by them, God in a very 
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majeſticall manner lifted up his hand againſt them 
tO erofle and curſe them in their corrupt wayes, 


and all to this end that they ſhould behold it, 


and take ſhame to themlſclves, and break off from 
their uurighteous courſes , and they wiltully ſhut 
their eyes,that they might not behold the IMajefty 
of Ged againſt them. God gave them (of his rich 

favour) ipeciall times and opportunities to de- 

clare uprightneſle, and they made them fſpeciall 
times and occaſions to declare their pride and rot- 
tennefle, There is an iron ſinew in the will of 
men naturally, and therefore let God give never 
ſo faire epportunities and occaſions to them, te 
ſhew themſelves for him and for his righteous 
wayes, yet they will not bow and ſtoop unto it. 
This iron finew was in the neck of Sa/,and ther- 
fore God called his finne, in not ſlaying all the 
Amalekites, when he gave him a ſpeciall oppor- 
tunity thereunto, fubboruneſſe and rebellion. God 
{aw more into Saxls finne then he, or many of us 
could imagine. He looked upon Saxzls will in {pa- 

ring Agag,when he might bave killed him; and 
God ſaw,that Sazl; will was reſolutely ſet to do 
this, what every hypocriticall plea he made for 
himfelfe, and what expreſic charge he had to the 
contrary.God gave toSar! there,a (peciall oppor- 
tunity wherein to declare his (incerity.and he as 
a {clf-willed wretch made it a {pectall time wher- 


in to declare his hypocrifie, to his utter diſgrace | 


and ruine both of ſoul and body. 

Pride and malice are the cauſe, why men will- 
fully paſſe by ſpeciall times, for the declaration 
of lincerity. God gave to Herod a ſpeciall time 


wherein |- 
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wherein to declare ſincerity, by cauſing that pre- 
miſed branch to ſpriag out of the root of Jeſſe in 
tus time,'which root was thought to have becne 
quite dead. Here was ſuch an epportunity given 
Herod to declare his love te Chrilt, by proteRing 
and countenancing of him,as was given to no Ru- 
ler before him; and he out of pride and malice,as 
one that could not endure that there ſhould be 
any other King of the Jews beſide kimſelfc,ſought 


1 


with all his policy and might to kill him: ſe far 
was he from uſing all his regall pewer, te proteR | 
and fencethis cheice branch from ſpoilers. Ged 
gave likewiſe tothe learned Scribes and Phariſees 
{peciall occaſions for the declaration of fincerity, 
by caufing him that was the wiſdome of God to 
ceaverſe among them, and to ſpeak as never man 
ſpake, and to do theſe things which never man 
did; that ſo they (as /oh» the Baptiſt, according 
to what they had heard with their ears, and ſeen 


as Gods faithfu!l Miniſters in their place, to bring 
all men believe on him, and follew him ; and 
they out of pride and malice, uſed all their craft 
and might to cruſh him in the (hell, to nip bim in 
the very bud, to cloud his glorious ſun, as ſoen as 
riſen, that nene might {ce bis light and walk init. 

Such wretches as theſe, who wilfully ſhun ſpe- 
ciall times and occaſiens for the declaration of 
ſincerity, muſt be told this. That their ſin is very | 
great, and an{werable (ball be their puniſhment, 
unlefle they repent. That your fin is great ap- | 


with thcir eyes,) might magnifie him, and labour } 


God gave tum a ſpeciall occaſion, to de- 
clare 


ror by the example of Sax (inning in this very 


— 


Ts 


Of Sincerity. \ . 135 Þ 


clate his ſincerity to him, when he gave all the 
Amalekites jato his bands ; he wilfully taking his 
own caurſe, and pleaſing his ownec humear, you 
krow how God cals this fin, viz. S1ubbornne ſe, 
Rebelion,; revellion parallell to Witchcraft, Reje- 
Cling the word of the Lord, God will no other- 
wile account your ſinne, who now wiltully pafle 
by occaſions and opportunities of declaring your 
fincerity to him. He will account your praftice, 
fnbbornreſſe : and did ever any man ftout it out 
with God, and preſper? He will account your 
pratice Rebekicn : and dil ever any man play 
the rebell againſt God, that he was not hang- 
cd and quartered ? He will account your pra- 
ice a rejeiting of his Word : and for this God 
will certainly rejeR you. You know well what 
heavie puniſhment God inflited upon Sas/ for 
this ſinne 3; he ftript him of his Kingdome, nay, he 
{triþt him ef the Holy Ghoſt, tenne thouſand 
times more worth then his Kingdome, and gave 
him up to an evill ſpirit , to be vexed and whorri- 
ed hcadlong into great fins, and great miſeries ; | p,,.. phy 
and accoreing to this proceeding of divine Ju- | cao, {up- 
ſtice, muit you look to be dealt withall. God | plicio pares 
eficrs you now golden opportunities, to declare \# 
your figacerity to aim, by Killing all Amalalyres, | 
every (in in your {oules, which are jnore avomMi- 
nable to him, then ever was the Amalakirer;and 
to the killing of all, he promitcd you his a(li- | 
ſting grace, as he cauſed his victorious arme to 
goe along with Saz/ ; And ifnow you wiltully | 
!psre ſome one Apap, tome fat of the Kine, ſome 
ſnes that btiog you in pleaſure & protit, look for 
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Savul: ſance to ſach ſweet meats. God wil take his 
Spirit utterly trom you, and give you up to your 
own hearts luſts,te commit wickednes with gree- 
dines to the aggravation of your condemnation. 

Secondly , the dorine in hand findes fault 
with ſuch as pafle by ſpeciall occaſions and times, 
for the declaration of (incerity out of weaknefſe: 
under this head four forts of perſons are to be re- 
proved. Firſt, ſuch as through ignorance paſſe by 
{peciall times and occaſions, for the declaration 
of ſincerity . Many men in place have often by | 
the providence of God, ſpeciall occaſions and 
times put upon them, for the declaration of their 
ſincere love ts Chriſt and his Members, butbeing 
ignorant of what is indeed (incerity, to wit, what 
is indeed right, and the thing to be ſtood for, do 
nothing, ſhew themſelves neuters , orelſe doc as 
the moſt doe, Some though they have a long time 
lived in the light, and ſhould be able to diſtinguiſh 
between light and darknefle, yet through a care- 
lefle improvement of the light, and reſting in cu- 
ſtomes, know not what is indeed the exat will of 
God to be ſtood for; and therefore when they 
are by the providence of God, brought upon the 
ſtage,to ſet their {eale to Gods truth,they as fools, 
{ay and dothey know nor what. 

Others there are, who though not jgnerant of 
what is indeed right and good, but yet ignorant 
of the danger which may cnine upon the negle& 
of any opportunity for the declaration of lince- 
rity,palle by one ſpeciall occaſion, and promiſc 


preſently proceeds againſt them in a tri way 


to themſelves another, and God peradventure | 


_ 
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of judicature, to the deſertipg of their ſoules, and 
never brings about ſuch a golden oppertunitic 
more unto them, wherein to ſhew themlielves fo! 
admirably for him. Sa/omon points at this where 
he ſaith, Becanſe to every purpaſe there is time and 
Jj#d;ement: therefore the miſery of man is great up- 
on him, Ecciſ.8.6, The milery of man is great up- 
on him indeed, that 1s, either ignorant of judge 
ment (1) of what is right and ſincere; or that is 
Ignorant of ze: that is, of ſuch ſpeciall and fit 
opportunities as Ged offers to man, for the per- 
forming of, and ſtanding for, what is right and 
good. You that are ignorant of judgment, of 
what is right to be done or ſuffered, you will by 
the example of others be drawne to ſtand againit 
right, in ſtead of ſtanding for it , as did the 1gno- 
rant multitnde againit Chriſt, concerning whom 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks thus,that had they knows it they 
had not crucified the Lord of glory, 1Cor.2.8.The 
ignorant Jewes not knowing judgement , were 
by the example of the learned Scribes and Phari- 
riſees drawn to ſtand againſt Chriſt, inſtead of 
ftanding for him, and fo pulled the guilt of inne- 

cent blood upon them, w-' 18 not yet waſhed of. 

You that are ignorant of time ; of the ſpeciall 
occaſions and times which God in the courſe of 
his providence brings aboat, for the dec{aration 

of ſincerity, and of the dangers which enſue 

thereupon, muſt be told this, That you will open 


great gaps unto evill ere you are aware, Old Et 
not taking that ſpeciall occaſion given him to de- 
clare kis ſincerity, by a due puniſhment up- 
on his Sonnes, they grew horribly wicked, 
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and Gods wrath grew quickly unquenchadle hot. 
Secondly, let me tell you this, That you blinde- 


foldly paſle by the choiteſt times of your life, to | 


advance your own happinefie both .here and 
hereafter. Phinehas for taking that ſpeciall time 
which God gave him, to declare his fincere love 
to him, won a great deale of honour to himſelfe 
and poſterity. And {o likewiſe Levi, who tooke 
hold of that ſpcciall time that God gave him 
to declare his ſincerity ; Who ſaid to his Father 
and to his Mother, | have aot ſee himgneither did 
ke acknowledge his Brethren ; vor knew his owne 
children, Devt. 33 9. won unſpeakable konour. 


So likewiſe Abrahan in taking that ipeciall time | 


which God gave him, to try the ſincerity of his 


love ia putting on to {acrifice his only Sen, won | 


incomparable dignity. 

Secondly, ſuch as through carnall fear paſſe by 
ſpeciall occaſions for the declaration of ſincerity, 
are here to be blamed. This I think was Plates 
caſe: God gave a ſpeciall time unto him, for the 
declaration of {incere love to Chrilt, when Chriſt 
was brought as a malefa&or before him, and yet 
nothing worthy of death or of tounds could be 
found again him. But P:ate out of fear to dil- 
pleaſe the Jews, paſſed by this golden opperturi- 
ty, and paſted ſentence upon the innocent, This 
was Peters weaknes: God gave him a ſpeciall oc- 
calion for the declaration of ſincere loveto Chrilt, 
when the Damtel ſo hardly pur him to it, and yet 
he out of feare, paſſed by this colden opportuaity, 
and denied Chrift with ail vehemency, vhict ke 
| ould with all boldnefle and faveur then have 


confeſſed. | Such ; 
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© Suchas theſe may de well te keep theſe two! 
Scriptures ſtill in their minds: 7,ever [ aw he that 
Somforted you,who art thou that ſhonldeſt be afraid 


all be made as grafſe t Iſ4.51-12. But whoſoever 
ſhall deny me before men, hin will I alſo deny before 
wy Father which is in Heaven, Mat 10.33. 
Secondly,ſuch may do wel alſo tocenfider this, 
That they will brand their name with everlaſting 
reproach; rob God of more honour, throughtheir 
cowardlineſſe, then their fouls are worth, though 
rated above all this world ; and rob themſelves of 
the Spirit of glory whichrelts tranſcendently up- 
on ſuffring Chriſtzans, as Fetey (peaks, 1 Per.4.14- 
Thirdly, ſuch as paſſe by ſpeciall eimes for the 
declaration of ſincerity, threugh carnall per- 
ſwaſton are here, to be blamed. The man of God 
which cried againſt the Altar at Beehe/, was faul- 
ty inthis kinde : God gave to him a ſpeciall oc- 
caſion todeclare his ſincere love to him, when 
that old prophet perſwaded him to do contrary 
to his commiſſion; but he being overbora with 
the ſmooth language of the Prophet, returned 
back with bim, anJ did cat bread and drink we 
ter, contrary to the exprefle command of God. 
How the man of God was handled for this, fuch 
{halldoe wellto think of, that are apt to have an 
care open to carnall counſel and pertwalion, to be 
turned thereby from taking hold of ſpeciall times 
for the declaration of ſincerity. Three examples 
more there be, which are molt worthy of theſe! 
mens conſideration, which would have this weak- 
nelle cured in them, The ficlt is tae cxample of 
K4 ſoſeph 


—_— 


—— 


466M... ot Ale 
_ 


Lo yg C . 


mm A 


A divine Diſcovery, 


_— in his carriage to his Miſtris; he would not 
admit diſcourſe with her ; nor ſtand to hearken 
to her unclean perſwaſions , but ſpeedily breaks 
away from her company and counſell both, The 
ſecond is, the example of Pax/ that would not 
conſult with flcſh and blood, when he was to take 
hold of ſpeciall occaſions and times, for the decla- 
ration of his fincere love to Chriſt . The third 
{:is the example of Chriſt himſelfe, in his carriage 
| to Peter, who when he ſought to perlwade him 
to-ſpare himleif, {aid, Get thee behmd me Satan, 
Fourthly, ſnch as out of carnall pitty, paſle by 
ſpeciall occaſions for the declaration of ſincerity, 
are by this doArine to be blamed. Good old 
Ely was faulty in this kinde, Out of pitty to his 
ſons he forbore to doe that which he ſhould 
| have done, te have declared his ſincere love to 
the glory of God. Let ſuch as are faulty jn this 
kinde thinke on Elres miterie to humble them; 
and on theſe divine examples following. to re- 
forme them. 1hinke on Lew:e, who ſheathed his | 
{word in the bowels of his brethren; nay , he 
knew not bis father nor mother , no nor the chil- 
dren cf his loines, that he might declare his fin- 
c&e love tothe glory of God, when opportuni- 
ty was offered. Tainke on Gideon, who threw 
downe the Altar of his Father, that he might de- 
clare his ſincere love to God, when he cailed him 
hereunto. Thinke on Aſas dethroning his mo- 
ther, andſtamping her Idols to powder, 2 Chron. 
15.16. And on Selomons denying the requ-it of 
his good mother Barbjheba, when ſhe requeſted 
a bad thing, to wit, 4b:hag the Shunamite, for 
eAdonyah, 
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Adenijah, which was givento lic in Davids be- 
ſome 1r. bis old age to keepe him warme and to 
cheriſh him. All theſe worthies were not ſwayed 
by fooliſh pitty ; but looked over all relations,to 
obey the will of God, and to declare their ſincere 
love te him, upon all occafions offered. 

Wherefore, The iecond and laſt uſe of this Do- 
Arine, (hall be for exhortation. Secing there be 
-| ſpeciall times and occaſions for the declaration of 
incerity, and that many have broken through all 
impediments, to take hold of them, let us alſo 
ſtrive thus todue. Two things I would exhort 
yeu to, to obſerve ſuch times; and fecondly,to 
take falt hold of them. Seeing there be ſpeciall 
times for the declaration of ſincerity, let us give 
all diligence to obſerve, when they are by God 
offered to us. Shut not your eyes againſt ſuch 
times ; nor through ignorancc and careleſnelle 
overlosk ſuch times. 

But how ſhould I know ſpeciall times and oc- 
caſiors for the declaration of ſincerity ? 

I aniwer, by thele three things. Firſt, by the 
dependency of Gods glory and thine own eter- 
nall good, upon times, occaſions, and actions. If 
the glory of God, and thine owne eternall good 
depend much upon the doing or ſuffcring of this | 
or that thing; ſo depend, that if not performed, 
both Gods glory and thine own peace fall to the 
ground; this 1s a {peciall timeand occaſion for the | 
declaration of fincerity;and therefore obſerve it, | 

Sccondly,by {trong internall motions and mo- 
vings to this or that duty, together with the 
hand of God externally in a ſpectall manner , by 

mercies 
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mercies and corre&ions ſcconding. Tis faid-(you 
know )that the Spirit ef the Lord moved vr. 
at times in the Campe of Das; That is, God after 
a ſpeciall manner ſtirred him up now and then, to 
that great work of fighting with the Phr/iſt;mmryto 
| which he had aſſigned him. Se likewiſe now, the 
Spirit of God doth at times move mens hearts,af- 
| tera powerfull & ſpeciall manner, to this duty or 
; that, to the mertificationof this luft or that, and 
| ſeconds this ſtrong internall metion, by ſuch mer- 
| cies and corrections, as may moſt ſuitably tend,to 
| farther this motion,and ſpur on backward manto 
the performance of this duty. This is a ſpecial time 
for the declaration of ſincerity; oblerve it. Ba/aam 
{doubtlefſe) had ſpeciall motions and internall 
ſtirrings not to goe about and curſe //-aecl, and the 
Angel of the Lord without ſeconding to hinder 
bim;and yet for all this ſword witkir, and ſword 
without, he would on. Youthat will do as he did, 
muſt look te fare as he did. So on the other hand, 
Mordecai (doubtlefie)had ſtrong internall mori- 
| ons and ſtirrings to laþcur for the good of the 
| Jews, and che dowatall of proud Haman; & the 
| providence of God externally , after a ſpeciall 
| manner {cconding;which he obſerved,and an{we- | 
rably moved in this golden opportunity, and ſo 
| wonne much honour to God, to” himſelfe, and 
| good to hisChurch, 
| Thirdly, by the Word of God. The Wordof 
Gol is fo full and perge, that it plainly ſets be- 
fore every man that ſtudies it, what is of weight to 
be done, an4 what is of momeat not to be done.It 
| ſets forth thiazs to be done, or not to be done, 
| with 
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with all the circumſtances about them, which 
makes them of more ſpeciall cenſequence,or lefle. 


by the word of God, he ſhall preſently be.able to 


an{werably he is to move in and about it, whether 


| with more er lefſe care and diligence. Hence tis 


that Chrift willed thoſe which he urged to im- 
brace him, te ſearch the Scriptures concerning 


what conſequence this work was, of imbracing 
Chriſt and following him. 

Secondly, as I would have you to take netice, 
ſol would have you to take held of {peciall times 
and occaſions for the declaration of ſincerity. 
Whenyou have efpicd theſe golden opportunt- 
ties, falten upen them. 

But how ſhould I take hold ofthoſe golden 
opportunities aright ? 

1 anſwer, the taking hold of theſe golden op- 
portunities aright, conſiſts in theſe three things. 
viz,, That a nan when ſuch timesare brought a- 
bout to him by the providence of God, ſet him- 
lelfe, firlt, ſpeedily ; and ſecondly, throughly, to 
anſwer then; and thirdly, that he ge about all in 
the (trength of Chrilt, Firſt,a man that vould take 
held aright of ſpeciall times and occalions for the 


portunity 15 the extra and quimeilence oftime, 
' and farre more gliding. Opportunity let flip, poſ- 

ltbly a man may have never tuch another, though 
| he ſhouid live an hungred yeates, Hence tis that 


So that if a man looke npen an ation or eccalion | 


ſee, of what conſequence the thing is, and how | 


him; intimating that there they ſhould ſee, of 


declaration of ſincerity, muſt be ſpcedy in this: 
work. Time, we {ay, tarries for no man. And op- | 
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Chriſt ſpeaks ſo dolefully to Ier»ſalem,which had 
flipt ker opportunity,O /ersſale,leruſalemif then 
hadſt known in this thy day, the things that belong 
re thy peare!but now they are hidden fro thine eyes.' 

Secondly, as you muſt ſet your (elves ſpeedily, ſo 
you mult ſet your {clves throughly to this worke; 
if you wonld take hold of theſe golden opportuni- 
ties aright. That is, you muft ſer your ſelves to 
deelare fincerity, an{werable to the occaſions and 
ſpeciall opportunity which God offereth. For this 
is to take bold of theſe precious opportunities a- | 
right, to wit, when ſpeciall eccafions for the de- 
claration of fincerity preſent themſelves , after a 
ſpeciall manner, to declare our fincerity in them. 
When a ſpeciall occaſion of this kind was offered 
to Pax by Peters judaizing,you know with what 
courage and ſpirit Pax! declared himſelte anſwe- 
rable to the occalion. To whom, 7 g:ve place, not 
for a moment. Whom 1 withſtood to the face. for be 
was to be blamed, Gall.1. And Hoſeslikewile, 
theugh a very meck, quiet, and patient ſpirxgd 
| man, yet when a ſpeciall occaſion for the declara- 
tion of his ſincerity was offered, by Aaron and the 
peoples making a Calfe, with what a Lion-like 
courage did he ſhew himſelfe? And old Fly be- 
cauſe hedid ſhew himſelfe thus to declare his fin- 
cerity , when his {innes oft provoked God,to wit, 
anſwerable to that ſpeciall occaſion offered, you | 
know what conſtrution Gnd made of his milde 
cold carriage, in that urgent weighty matter, be- 
tween God and his ſonnes. 

Thirdly, a man that would declare ſincerity 

aright in all occaſiors offered thereunto, muſt ſet 
about | 
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about this worke in the ſtreagth of Chriſt, and 

not in apy ſtrength of his ewne, will goe in the 

ftrength of the Lord God: I will mak mention of 
thy righteouſneſs, even of thine only, Pſal.7 1.16.1 
will goe inthe ſtrength of the Lord God, &c. That 

is,in every defigne,and in every bufinefſe,I will de- 
pend wholly upon the aide and afliſtance of God, 
and upon no ſtrength of my own. Thus we know 
D avid went againſt Goliah,when he would de- 

Clare his ſincere love to God, whom Goliah blaſ- 
phemed. Thus muſt we doe when ever we ſet 
upen any opportunity, wherein te declare our fin- 
cere love to God, or clic we (hall do as Peter, de- 
ny Chrilt inſtead of ſtanding for him anſwerably 
to the occaſion offered, 

New, that what bath been ſaid touching this 
peint,of taking hold of golden opportunities offe- 
red, for the declaration of ſincerity, you may all 
obſerve and follow, thinke on thete two or three 
things. God cals fer jt : Conſcience cals for it - 
Church and State cals for it ; Soule and body wall 


elle ſeverely ſmart for it. Firſt, think on this,God 
cals for this at our hands,that we ſhould declare 
fincerjty according to the ſpeciall occaſions cal- 
ling thereunto, Gather your ſelves rogether, &c, 
ſaith the Lord to the diſobedient Jewes, and in 
them to us, before the decree come forth, before 
the fierce anger of the Lord come upon you. Seek. 
ye the Lord all ye meek of the earth, ſeek righteouſ- 
weſſe, ſeck, meekneſſe: it may be ye ſhall be hid in the 
day of the Lords anger, Zeph.2.1,2,3, A \peciall 
time was offered, wherin to ſhew themſclves for 
God and for good,& God called upon them __ 
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fully to take it, as they tendred their temperall 

and cternall good. 

God cals us now to the declaration of ſincerity, 

as by his word, ſo by his werkcs, beth of mercy 

and juftice. Ged hath loaded us with mercics and 

correjons of all ſorts,and all for this cad,that we 
ſhould &eclare our fincere leve te him,anſwerable 
to all opportunities offered hereunto, Mary time 
(as the Pſalmiſtſaith) hath he turned away hu an- 
ger,and hath not made a full end of us, when we 
' have highly provoked him thereunto, and all for 
this end, that we ſhould declare our fincere love 
to him, anſwerable to all opportunities offered 
thereunto. To the language of the Lord by the Pro- 
phet A4wos I may fitly here allude. God hath 
withholden the raine from us, when there have 
been but three moneths to the harveft : God hath 
cauſed it to raine upon one Shire and County,and 
not upon another : God hath ſmitten us with 
Blaſting and Mildew, and all this to bring us to 
declare a (incerelove to him, according to all op- 
portunities offered ; and yet we are backward 
bercunto, God hath ſmitten us with the peſtilence 
agaiac and againe; and with the Sword hath he 
taercatacd us againe. and againe, and all this to 
bring us on to declare a ſiacere love to him,accor- 
ding to all occaſions offered; and yet we are buck- 
ward hereunto, T herfore thus will I do unto thee, 
ſaiththe Lord to Iſracl, ad becauſe [ will ds thus, 
prepare 10 meet theLord thy God O Iſrael, Amos. 
So lay 1 to you, foraſmuchas all the milde meancs 
whick God hath hitherte uſed are not eftectuall 
for this end,to bring us te declare gur ſincere love 
to 
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to him, according te all-epportunities offered, 
therefore we mult expe that God will take ſome |- 
ſevere courſe with us for the time to come;& be- 
cauſe we are to expet this at the hands of God, 
let us prepare te meet the Lerd our Ged.Let every 
ene of us repent of our halting and time-ſer- 
ving paſt, and for the time te come let us ſer our 
{elves to declare a (incere love ta God, according 
te all occaſions oftercd, 

Conſcience cals us hereunto, as well as God. 
Speciall occaſions for the declaration of ſincerity, | 
now ſo frequently and ſo openly ſhew them!elves, 
that every mans conſcience tels him,that he ſhould | 
ſhew himſclfe a great deale more then he doth, 
for God, his King, and Country. As in the night 
the Owles and the Bats look avroad : ſo inthele | 
dark fad dates of lin and wickednefle, the cyes of 
Owles and Bats, the eyes of wicked and ſecure | 
{inners begin to open,and their coniciences begin 
to tell them, that they ſhould do fomething more 
new then they have done for God, and the good 
of his Church and kingdome. 

Church and Sate cals for it, They beth now | 
with one dolctull yoice cry out to us in the lan- | 
guage of the Plalmult : #40 will reſe up for me a- | 
gainſt the evill deers ? or who will ſfund wp for me | 

ainft the workers of miquity ; Pſ1.94. 16. T hey 
Qs not, neither wi# they underſt and,they walk on | 
is darkneſſe:all the foundations of the earth are out 
of courſe. Pſal.32.5, 

Finally, toul and body will elſe ſeverely ſmart 
for it, if we doc not now ſtep in, to take bold of 
all opportunitics tor the declaration of ſincerity. 
Curſe | 
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tterly the inbabitants thereof:becauſe the 
—_ mot the help of the Lord — the hs = 
T*d.5.23.This curſe may all ſuch expetwhe now 
comenoet forth, to declare their {incere love to 
Chcift arid his truth upon all juſt occaſions calling 
therenoto. The mu of o_ Chriſtians as now 
negleR.and put by thoſe golden opportunities, of 
netbeir ſincere love to Chriſt, will begiven 
up ts lukewarmnefle coldnefle,deadneſſe,hardnes, 
and ſome to ebltinatenefle, and malitionſneſle a- 
gainſt God and all goodneſſe: which are all ſoulc- 
curſes with a witnefle. And ſuch bodies as have in 
them ſuch curſed foules as theſe, you may aflure 
your ſelves, they fhall mect with miſcry enough 
firſt or laſt. Pal intimates ſomething to this pur- 
poſe, where he faith, Ar my firſt anſwer no man 


food with me, but all men forſook me: I pray God 


that it may mor be [aid to their charge,2 Tim. 4.16, 
Such as take not held of ſpeciall times, and occali- 
ons for the declaration of their ſincere love to 
Chriſt and bis truth, may fear that ſad things will 
be firſt or laſt laid to their charge, ſuch as ſhall 
make bedy and foule ſhake. Let us therefore all, as 
we love our bedics and ſoules, and as we prefefle 


love to Chriſt, which ſhould be dearer to us then 
| our bedies or ſouls, take hold of all eppertunities 


for the declaration of ſincerity, As God brings a- 
out ſpecialltimes aud occaſions for this end, ſo 
evetyonc of us after a ſpeciall manner take hold 
of th twe may after a ſpeciall manner be 


1 honoured of God, both here and hereafter. Dix. 


Trin-uni Dei gloria. 


